




us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
If that verse refers to a confession to man, then all 
through the centuries, the Roman Catholic Church has 
been right and the Protestant Church has been wrong. It 
does not take any spiritual insight to see that the con­
fession referred to is to be made to our great High Priest, 
our Advocate, and "He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 

The Bible teaches that confession should be made. 
Confession should be made first of all to God. Read care­
fully Psalm 51, "Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
and done this evil in thy sight." We are also exhorted to 
confess to one another, if we have wronged a brother and 
are able to rectify it. Confession and restitution should be 
made. When Zacchaeus met the Lord, he said, "Half of 
my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any 
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him 
fourfold." It is every man's responsibility to do this; but 
as for men confessing in a general way, rehearsing the 
details of their sins and "sharing" them, we find no such 
command in God's Word. In fact, we find a command 
distinctly forbidding it in Ephesians 5:3,11,12: 

"But fornications, and all uncleanliness, or cov­
etousness, let it not be once named among you, as 
becometh saints .... And have no fellowship with 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather re­
prove them. For it is a shame even to speak of 
those things which are done of them in secret." 

It is my opinion that the Oxford Movement is a subtle 
attempt to break down that seemingly unsurmountable 
barrier between Romanism and the Protestant Church. 
Through the centuries, the Order of the Jesuits have 
realized that the objection of protestantism to the con­
fessional and its evils must be overcome if there is ever 
to be a united Christendom under the head of the Roman 
Catholic Church. The Anglo-Catholics in England are 
very active in endeavoring to introduce prayers for the 
dead into the prayer book, and the confessional into the 
church. Many Anglo-Catholics in days gone by have 
proved to be Jesuits. To say the least, it is a very signifi­
cant thing that the Anglo-Catholics find a great appeal in 
the Oxford Movement. To my mind, it is just another 
step in the progress of the Evil One to bring about that 
great religious confederacy, "The Great Whore," that is 
described in Revelation 17 and 18. In For Sinners Only, 
page 1, we read, "It (the Oxford Movement) may speed 
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up the reunion of Christendom, even Catholic and Protes­
tant." Christians, think this statement through; it is very 
significant. 

During my conversation with members of the Oxford 
Group, one of the leaders of the Movement asked, "How 
do you account for the changed lives? Does not that bear 
witness to the fact that the Movement is of God, for only 
God changes lives for the better?" 

I answered him, "No, my friend, I would have to talk 
with these men whose lives have been changed before I 
could come to any conclusion in regard to who brought 
about the change." 

I then quoted 2 Cor. 11:13-15; "For such are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 
the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself 
is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no 
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the 
ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according 
to their works." 

The ministers of Satan are "ministers of righteous­
ness"-not ministers of unrighteousness. What is Satan's 
plan and purpose? It is to give a man everything that God 
will give him-apart from Christ. Does God offer right­
eousness? Satan offers one, too. God's righteousness is 
given on the basis of the redemptive work of Christ. Sa­
tan offers a righteousness apart from this redemptive 
work. 

I told the leader in the Oxford Group about a man 
who had been marvelously changed through the accept­
ance of Christian Science. To this he replied, "Well, you 
can thank God for that, can you not?" 

I said, "Thank God for what? For a change through 
Christian Science ? " 

The leader gave me to understand that the change 
through Christian Science was a step Godward; but if I 
understand my Bible, it was a step towards paganism. A 
man who is changed or who receives any kind of benefit 
from a system like Christian Science is always harder to 
reach with the gospel than he was before the change took 
place. I pointed out that all false cults that are now 
flourishing-growing because the great multitudes are 
untaught in the fundamental principles of saving faith­
such as Theosophy, New Thought, Bahaism, Ethicalism, 
and Unitarism, all teach righteousness; "be kind, be 
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sweet, be good, pay your debts, be a good father, a good 
mother, a good citizen," etc. But there is in them no de­
mand for an inward change, (the new creation mentioned 
in 2 Cor. 5:17), no requirement for faith in the Christ who 
died for our sins and rose again for our justification. I do 
not care what a system does for a man, or to what degree 
it may change him, if that system denies the fundamental 
principles of saving faith, or if it ignores them, or remains 
passive and gives no place to them in the public utter­
ances of its leaders; that system is not of God. 

In a word, to my mind, the Oxford Movement is a 
bundle of "wheat and tares," made up of men who believe 
the fundamentals of faith and those who do not know 
what it is all about, and they are able to get along as well 
as they seemingly do because there is no doctrinal basis 
on which the Movement is based. 

The Twentieth Century does not need a new message. 
It needs the message of Peter, Paul, John Knox, Moody, 
Chapman, preached with a passion and in the power of the 
Holy Ghost. 

True, many so-called fundamental churches are dead, 
but no new message will revive them. There can be no 
new message. The Apostle Paul has pronounced an ana­
thema upon any, though he be an angel from heaven, who 
attempts to preach "another gospel." The need of the 
human heart has not been changed one whit by education, 
civilization, or ecclesiastical refinement. What we need, 
what we have always needed, and will need until the com­
ing of the Lord Himself is a message which gives to 
Christ and His cross the central and paramount position, 
which views sin as God views it as exceedingly sinful, and 
which accepts the Word of God as the infallible rule of 
faith and practice. Such a message is the gospel of the 
grace of God, and when preached in the power of the 
Holy Ghost, it opens the gates of heaven to men and 
women, dead in trespasses and sin. What new message 
can do as much? 

NOTE: This message was given by Rev. Louis T. Talbot 
at the morning service of the Church of the Open Door, 
Los Angeles, Sunday, February 26, 1933, to an audience 
of over three thousand people. Copies of this address can 
be secured at the Biola Book Room, 558 S. Hope Street, 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
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