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12 A MESSAGE FROM JOHN’S GOSPEL

have done if He had been anything less than deity;
for God's Word is explicit: “Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve’
(Luke 4:8).

In Chapter 10 Christ is revealed as the Good
Shepherd, and among other things, He says: “I lay
down my life, that | might take it again. No man
taketh it from me, but | lay it down of myself. |
have power to lay it down, and | have power to take
it again” (John 10:17, 18). No mere man could
have made such a claim. Morever, this claim is
increasingly emphasized in verses 28 and 30. “And
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my
hand. .. I and my Father are one.”

In Chapter 11 He is seen as the Resurrection
and the Life. Here we have the story of the most
wonderful miracle Christ perfomed. Only John
records this. Lazarus is dead; he has been in his
grave for four days; and putrifaction has already
set in. But Jesus declares: "l am the resurrection,
and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were
dead, yet shall he live'' (John 11:25). The eternal
Word then speaks: ‘‘Lazarus, come forth,” and
from Him who is Lifé there goes forth life into that
dead body. :

In Chapter 12:32 Jesus makes the wonderful
statement: “And 1, if | be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me.”

In Chapter 13:13 is another amazing state-
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ment that He could never have made, had He been
less than God: “‘Ye call me Master and Lord: and
ye say well; for so I am.”

In Chapter 14:1-4 He links Himself with the
Father: “Ye believe in God, believe also in me.”
In this same chapter He says to Philip, “He that
hath seen me hath seen the Father.” He also dares
say, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me'’ (John 14:6).

In Chapter 15 He declares that He is the Vine
through whom all the forces of everlasting life flow
into the hearts of those that believe on Him.

In Chapter 16 His co-equality with the Father
is again emphasized. “All things that the Father
hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take
of mine, and shall shew it unto you (John 16:15).
In this same chapter He is the One that sends the
Holy Ghost. He says: “Nevertheless | tell you the
truth; it is expedient for you that | go away: for if
I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto
you; but if | depart, | will send him unto you"'
(John 16:7).

In Chapter 17 we find Him speaking to God
as One who is His equal. It is worthy of notice that
Jesus is never seen praying in the Gospel according
to John. This fact is obsured in our translation. But
the Greek word translated pray in John is a dif-
ferent word from that so translated in the other
Gospels. The Greek word in John translated pray
means to speak to one who is his equal. This we find
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illustrated in John 17:24 where Jesus says: “Father,
I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be
with me where | am; that they may behold my
glory."”

In Chapter 18 and 19 we have recorded the
passion of the Son of God. It is helpful to note the
things that John has omitted in connection with His
sufferings which the other Evangelists have recorded.
There is no record here of angels ministering unto
Him; no reference to Simon of Cyrene who was
compelled to carry His cross; no record of that
strange cry, My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?"" How could there be references to these
things in the Gospel that portrays Jesus as the eternal
Son of the eternal God? There is, however, recorded
in connection with His passion that event already
referred to which demonstrates His power. He
reveals Himself as the | AM to those who come to
take Him. He flashes forth for a moment His
Shekinah Glory, and the rabble go backward and
fall to the ground. Only John records that event,
and we can readily understand the reason why.
What an illustration that is of His former statement:
“No man taketh it (my life) from me, but I lay it
down of myself. | have power to lay it down, and
I have power to take it again’" (John 10:18).

After the resurrection, there is no account of the
Lord’s eating food; for, as the Son of God, He does
niot need any. It is right and proper that Luke should
record the account of His eating broiled fish, to
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prove that His resurrection body was real, because
Luke is dealing with His humanity. John omits this
event because in this Gospel Jesus is seen as the
Son of God.

Let us now look at the following: “And many
other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his
disciples, which are not written in this book: but
these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God: and that believing ye
might have life through his name” (John 20:30, 31).
Here the purpose of this book is clearly stated: Jesus
is the Son of God, and those who believe—just
simply believe—on Him with the heart have eternal
life through His name.

If you turn away from Him, you turn away from
the avenue of life; you turn away from the way to
heaven. Have you ever knelt at His feet and said
as Thomas did, “My Lord and my God"? If not,
do so right now. Get down by the side of the radio
and open your heart’s door to the King of Glory.

| am so glad that Jesus is God. When | see Him
blessing little children, | see God doing it. When
I hear Him saying to a fallen woman, “Neither do
I condemn thee: go, and sin no more,” | hear God
talking; and again, “‘Him that cometh to me I will
in no wise cast out,”’ | know that | hear God's invi-
tation; for God has unveiled Himself in the person
of His Son.

You cannot do anythmg for yqur salvatlon my
brother. All that you can do is to believe the great
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work that the God-Man did in your behalf. John is
the only one of the Evangelists who records the
triumphant statement of Jesus: "It is finished.” Has
that wondrous cry gripped your heart? The work
of salvation is fiished, and God invites you to come
and believe it.

Sometime ago | went to see a man who was slowly
dying of creeping paralysis. When | asked if He were
a Christian, he began telling me that he was a Pres-
byterian, that he had been a good father, that he
had paid his debts, and that he felt that God would
not be hard on him. | said, “My dear man, you are
getting the cart before the horse. These things will
not save a man.”’ He asked me, “What will?" |
turned to John's Gospel and explained to him the
significance of the words, It is finished.” I told him
that was the cry of the God-Man, who had his
sins, my sins, the sins of the world rolled on
Him, that the debt might be paid. With the eye
of faith that man looked to Calvary and simply
believed the story; and believing, he passed from
death into life.

Have you ever done that my brother? If not,
do so today, according this salvation offered by
Him who said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that
sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come
into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life”" (John 5:24).







