











slay the lad if he interfered openly with their cruel conspir-
acy? Is that why he sought by craft to deliver him out of
their hands? We would not be too hard on him; at least
he did intend to return to the pit and “deliver him to his
father again” (Gen. 37:21,22). To his request the other
brothers agreed; that is, not to slay Joseph, but to cast him
into a “pit in the wilderness.” Reuben must have been at
some distance from the others when later they sold their
brother into Egypt. Possibly he was away with the sheep. At
any rate, he did not want to see Joseph killed; that much
is to his credit.

StrirPED OF His CoaT or Many CoLORS

“And it came to pass, when Joseph was come unto
his brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his
coat of many colours that was on him” (Gen. 37:23).

Cruel, rough hands took from their younger brother the
emblem of his honor and dignity, the token of his father’s
special love. And cruel, rough hands put upon the Lord
Jesus the purple robe to mock Him, later to rob Him of His
garments, leaving Him to hang upon the accursed tree in
shame and dishonor. Before He had left His Father’s house,
He Himself had willingly laid aside His robes of glory—not
His deity! He had come in the likeness of man, a faithful
Servant. But at the cross He was treated with indignity and
insult and cruel mocking.

CasT INTO THE PIr—LATER TO BE DRAWN OUT

“And they took” Joseph “and cast him into a pit:
and the pit was empty, there was no water in it . . .
and they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit”
(Gen. 37:24,28).

What a picture of the tomb of our Lord, and of His
bodily resurrection! “To all intents and purposes” Joseph
was slain. Here the type falls short of the fulfillment, as is
ever the case. But the empty pit was a place of death. There
the brothers expected him to die. But they changed their
minds, and later drew him out bodily, alive! It was many
centuries afterwards that our Lord did go into the very place
of death; but He arose, bodily, “alive forevermore!” (Rev.
1:18) And He has “the keys of Hades and of death!” Be-
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cause He lives, we, too, shall live, if we put our faith in His
precious blod as an atonement for our sins.

JoseErH’s BRETHREN “Saw THE ANGuisH oF His Sour”

Having committed their wicked crime against their
brother, “they sat down to eat bread” (Gen. 37:25). What
cold cruelty! How could they eat bread while they “saw
the anguish” of their brother’s “soul,” even as they had to
admit in after years? (See Gen. 42:21.) They heard his cries
for mercy; yet they sat down to eat bread!

When they crucified the Lord, sitting down they
watched him there” (Matt. 27:36). Their cup of iniquity
was full! How could they bear to gaze at any sufferer, much
less the sinless Son of God? They listened to His agonizing
cry, as He said to His Father those words which they could
not understand, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken
me?” And all their cold cruelty He suffered for you—for
me, my friend. How can we help but love Him? :

Doubtless the brothers taunted Joseph about his father’s
love, about his dreams, about his coat of many colors. We
know our Lord endured the mocking and the scourging—
all; “yet he opened not his mouth.” He was “brought as a
lamb to the slaughter,” the meek and lowly Saviour (Isaiah
53:7).

DEerLiverReD Ur TO GENTILES
“And they lifted up their eyes and looked, and, be-
hold, a company of Ishmeelites came from Gilead with
their camels bearing spicery and balm and myrrh, going
to carry it down to Egypt” (Gen. 37:25).

These Ishmaelites, called also “Midianites merchantmen”
(verse 28), lived in Arabia, and were doubtless a “travelling
caravan of a mixed association of Arabs.” Their business
was the traffic in spices from Arabia and India. They also
bought and sold slaves, for whom there was “a ready market
in the cities of the Nile.” On this occasion they had “spic-
ery,” ““a species of resinous gum called storak™; “balm of
Gilead”; and myrrh, “an Arabic gum of a strong fragrant
smell . .. for which there was an enormous demand in Egypt”
for use in embalming the dead.

Evidently Joseph’s brothers thought they were forever
rid of their father’s favorite son. Little did they think that
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one day his dreams would actually come to pass! That they
would bow down to him, or be dependent upon him for their
very existence!

Evidently our Lord’s brethren, the Jews, thought they
were forever rid of the well beloved Son of God. Little did
they think He would arise from the tomb! Little did they
think that He would one day come again to bring to pass
His every claim to divine sovereignty! The sad part is that
those who died, still in unbelief, will meet Him, not as
their Saviour, but as their righteous Judge. Knowing that it
was unlawful for them to put Him to death, they delivered
Him to the Gentiles, to the Roman government, to mock and
scourge and crucify; but one day “every eye shall see him.”
“Every knee shall bow" and “every tongue confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Rev. 1:7;
Phil. 2:10, 11).

Sorp ForR TWENTY PIECES OF SILVER!

“And Judah said unto his brethren, What profit is it
if we slay our brother, and conceal his blood? Come, and
let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, and let not our hand
be upon him; for he is our brother and our flesh. And
his brethren were content, . . . And they drew and
lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph to the Ish-
meelites for twenty pieces of silver” (Gen. 37:26-28).

They could not have cared much for the money, for they
sold their brother for “two-thirds the price of an average
adult slave.” (See Exodus 21:32.) It was Judah, from whose
tribe the Messiah was to come, who suggested that they sell
their brother. It was Judas (the Greek name for “Judah”)
who sold the Lord for the price of a slave, for thirty pieces
of silver! Someone has estimated that Joseph was sold for
something like fifteen dollars. Think of the paltry sum, for
which Judas sold the Lord! It could not have been that he
wanted the money; he wanted more to betray Jesus! But
again, Jesus knew that He would be betrayed into the hands
of sinners, even as the prophet wrote, centuries before He
came to die, saying,

“So they weighed for my price thirty pieces of silver.
And the Lord said unto me, Cast it unto the potter . . .”
(Zech. 11:12, 13).
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The Psalmist also had written that Jesus’ “own familiar
friend”” would lift up his heel against Him, and that another
would take his apostleship. (See Psalm 41:9; 69:25; cf. John
13:18; Acts 1:20.)

TrE Broop-STaiNED CoaT PrRESENTED UNTO His FATHER

Our sympathy for Reuben’s grief upon finding Joseph
gone, when he returned to the pit, is lessened by his consent
to enter into the deceitful thing the brothers did to conceal
their crime. Joseph was on his way to Egypt, a slave; and to
cover up their guilt, so they thought, they “took Joseph’s
coat, and killed a kid of the goats, and dipped the coat in the
blood . ..” (Gen. 37:31). Thus Jacob, who in earlier years
had deceived his father, Isaac, by putting the skins of two
“kids of the goats” upon his hands and neck, was deceived
by his own wicked sons, led to believe that the blood of the
kid of the goat was that of his beloved Joseph.

“And they sent the coat of many colours, and they
brought it to their father; and said, This have we found:
know now whether it be thy son’s coat or no” (Gen.
37:32).

The blood-stained coat was presented, in this manner, to the
bereaved father.

Nearly two thousand years ago God’s well beloved Son
“entered in once into the holy place,” even heaven itself,
there to present to His Father the blood of the new cove-
nant, which was shed for the remission of sins—once for all!
(See Heb. 9:12; Matt. 26:28.)

~ “For Christ is not entered into the holy places made
with hands (i.e., the Jewish tabernacle or temple),
which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself,
now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Heb.
9:24). ;
“And without shedding of blood is no remission”
(Heb. 9:22).

The analogy here falls far short of perfection; it is only
suggestive. But what a blessed thought, that we are re-
deemed, not with silver or gold, but with “the precious blood
of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot”!
(See I Peter 1:18, 19.) And in Him we are eternally secure!

[19]



“Jacos . . . REFUSED TO BE COMFORTED”

“And he (Jacob) knew it, and said, It is my son’s
coat; an evil beast hath devoured him; Joseph is without
doubt rent in pieces. And Jacob rent his clothes, and put
sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son many
days. And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to’
comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and he
said, For I will go down into the grave unto my son
mourning. Thus his father wept for him. And the Mid-
ianites sold him into Egypt unto Potiphar, an offcer of
Pharaoh’s, and captain of the guard” (Gen. 37:33-36).

Why did Jacob refuse to be comforted? Was it only be-
cause Joseph was “the son of his old age,” the firstborn of
his beloved Rachel? Surely that was reason enough for his
grief., But let us remember that to Joseph went the birth-
right, forfeited by Reuben in his folly and sin. Therefore,
the blessing derived from the birthright belonged to Joseph.
And Jacob could not be comforted until Joseph was found,
brought back. Only then did he bless the tribes in that won-
derful prophecy, which we shall read in the forty-ninth
chapter of Genesis. Only then was Jacob comforted. Then
he bestowed the blessing of the birthright upon the son who
was the deliverer of his people. _

Once more our thoughts turn to the nation which came
from Jacob. There is no comfort, no joy in Israel; for the
Greater than Joseph is away. The beloved Son of the Father
was rejected by His brethren, betrayed into the hands of the
Gentiles, sold, crucified. But one day He will return to de-
liver His ancient people, Israel. Then the blessing which He
will bestow will endure forever. Then there will be joy in
Israel; and through Israel He will deliver the world.

My friend, do you “love his appearing”? (See II Tim.
4:8.) Are you washed in His precious blood, unafraid to
meet Him, eager to look upon His face? If not, “kiss the
Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way” (Psalm
2:12). He loves you; He died for you. Receive Him into
your heart, and the meaning of Calvary will flood your soul
with light and life and the love that He alone can bestow.

““For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might be
saved” (John 3:17).
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