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4 LOGICAL SEMINARY BIOLA HOUR HIGHLIGHTS
MINNESOTA ISSUE NO. 6
FEATURING MAY MESSAGES

' Study in Il Corinthians

By: Dr. J. Richard Chase

s you have wondered, '"Why does God allow the Christian to suffer when He

Sly has the power to free us from all affliction?' In our studies we have

jat the experience of trials, with the Lord's comfort, enables the Christian

a special help to others who "have problems (II Corlnthlans 12o-7)1 . dheve de

3 personal benefit which may be experienced as Paul points out, 'We: should not
in ourselves, but in God Who raises the dead" (II Corinthians 1 9). Paul told
2lievers, 'We "do not want you to be unaware, brethren" (v. 8). He wanted to
openly w1th his friends all significant details so that they might be in-

postle refers to his "affliction in Asia.'" We really don't know what that was

fically. It may have been illness, despair over some wayward believer, or

pther type of difficulty. The very heart of the matter was the pressing perse-
‘he endured as a result of his ministry for Christ. The book of Acts gives us

ideas as to the kind of problems Paul experienced. His reference was un-

edly to the Roman province of Asia Minor, just across the Aegean Sea from

. Ephesus was one of the principal cities. When Paul was there he was in-
1in a disturbance which arose because many of the people in that commmity

their living by fashioning little idols and trinkets to serve as a part of

fworship. Those who received the Gospel naturally dropped off their desire to
uch paraphernalia which was really worthless. This cut into the businessmen's

ts, and they were greatly agitated. You remember there was Demetrius, a

rsmith, who made shrines to the mythological god Artemis. He reminded his

W craftsmen, 'Men, you know that our prosperity depends upon this business.

ou see and hear that not only in Ephesus, but in almost all of Asia, this Paul
ersuaded and turned away a considerable number of people, saying that gods

with hands are no gods at all" (Acts 19:23-26). Two of Paul's companions were

into an assembly and made sport of. Doubtless physical harm was done to them.

officials urged Paul not to intervene for fear of his own life.

200 far from Ephesus is the town of Lystra (Acts 14:19). Paul was stoned there
eft for dead. This was a form of capital punishment. The people thought they
accomplished their evil goal. Paul's co-laborers were taken into judgment.
donally, mental anguish undoubtedly came to Paul as he thought of this dis-

on of the ministry. The apostle frankly testifies, '"We were burdened ex-
lvely, beyond our strength, so that we despaired even of life (II Cor. 1:8).



Corinthians 12:8-10). Amid all the tribulations, Paul assures us that there is
ay coming when the glory which is to be ours won't be worthy to be compared with

Note the intensity. The weight must have been significantly great. The Greek we ,
problems we face now upon this earth.

carries the connotation of a physical or mental pressure that comes down upon one
There is that smothering feeling we get when everything seems to be going wrong,"
'source of change for Paul, both in the present as well as the future, is all

An hyperbole is a statement which is a gross exaggeration. This is what the orig ed upon God Himself. The testimony concerns the One "on Whom we have set our
shows us. It means to carry to extremes. The affliction was so intense that it s,"" In the popular sense, "hope'" is a very weak word. Generally, it means "I
carried to excess. It was so heavy that Paul testified, " So we despaired even g 2."! A Christian's hope isn't like that at all. There is no uncertainty or
life." There was absolutely no way out, humanly speaking, from death itself. [y ky'' expectation. We have an absolute confidence. Underscore the thought that
fact, notice in verse 9, he declares, ''Indeed, we had the sentence of death wi ¢t the time element is missing. Hope in a Biblical sense characterizes supreme
ourselves." Have you ever felt that there was no human way out? Is there a weig jdence in God. If the Lord, who knows what is best for us, doesn't see fit to
crushing you just now? Paul experienced this, too. From a secular point of viey our present petitions, we are to endure in a patient way, not just ''grit our
there was simply no sense in living. His entire ministry was over and he was at h'' and try to bear the circumstances. Rather, we are to live in such a manner
end. He gave this personal testimony so that 'we should not trust in ourselves, our lives are examples to others. The Bible doesn't indicate that man is the
in God who raises the dead." Certainly Paul knew what he was talking about. r of everything. Our personal will and the fulfillment of all we think we
saying from the innermost part of his being, "I've been as low as one could poss “isn't what is really important. The Bible tells us that we are to be con-

be. I have felt weight as intense as any could ever experience. Yet, there has 3d to the image of Christ. God's will is to dominate, not ours to dominate Him.
been a purpose. I needed to come to the place where I would trust totally in Hi ctions are sometimes used by God, as this passage is unfolded for us, so that
jght achieve His objectives in our lives. The Lord isn't a glorified errand
The options are simply these: suffer and curse God in ignorance of what God's

The ultimate purpose for affliction and suffering is that God wants to work in a
through us. Instead of sparing us or intervening in the problems of life, He purpose is for your life, or look to the Bible and learn to appreciate what is
us face these problems to learn just how much He loves us. Too many are like = ping. We really don't have any alternatives. You can simply say, '"God, heal
Lucifer who, given a chance, believe that they can run things pretty well withg ht now or I'm going to forget about religion.'" If the Lord doesn't do any-
God around. An overconfident person runs the risk of ignoring the Lord. Indee , you are still in your misery. You will have to exist without the comfort
Paul was right when he declared, '"When I am weak, then I am strong.'" No one kn mighty can give you. You will have no knowledge of the ultimate victory

what problems Paul had in his personal life, Regardless of that, he certainly can be yours for all eternity. What we really need to pray is, 'God, help me
the triumph and victory any of us can experience. Yes, suffering can have a re erstand how this particular affliction can draw me closer to You; keep me more
purpose. Affliction and comfort can be an invaluable experience to aid in assi ent on You than I've ever been before."

others, as well as causing us to trust in God alone. : -
IS0 praises the Corinthian Christians for "joining in helping us through your
5." Some may excuse themselves with the thought, "God knows all my problems,
do I need to pray?' Note these words that the prayers of the Corinthians
‘the apostle and God answered them. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit
jords were written., The human understanding of prayer may be beyond us, but
» We can be certain, we are counseled to pray and the Lord uses these prayers
eVers to accomplish His will in our lives. We don't know what God's will is
lives. Prayer is the means of bringing the Lord's plan and program into
*S. We have no alternative but to use intercession constantly and to bring
Tequests to Him.,

Never underestimate the available power through intercession. Of our Lord, Pai
testifies, '"Who delivered us from so great a peril of death, and will deliver !
He on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver us, you also joining
helping us through your prayers, that thanks may be given by many persons on 0
half for the favor bestowed upon us through the prayers of many'" (II Cor. 1:11
You see, deliverance is both a possibility as well as an ultimate certainty.
illustrate, suppose the father and husband of the home had a substantial amoum
life insurance, but only a modest income. With all the problems and pressures
inflation the family could possibly be in a very tight bind at the present til
We might ask them how they are financially. Their answer might be, 'Not so g
now, but ultimately tremendous!' This is the way Paul approaches affliction
suffering., The apostle refers to two kinds of deliverance. So, if you asked
"Can God deliver?' he would definitely affirm, ''Yes, He certainly can." At ¢
same time he could also give a different answer. He might speak of "a tho
flesh." That was still with him, even though he prayed to God three times %
removal. Verse 10 not only focuses on the past and how God can deliver, but
it shows something of the future. This indicates that the ultimate freedom:
earthly suffering is going to be ours in the long run (Romans 8:18). Paul W
aware of the fact that even though God could change problems and bring heald
He doesn't always do so. An individual might have to live under affliction:
the lessons the Lord has for us. »

It it wasn't one special person at Corinth who had the ability to pray for
0 one is singled out specifically. The apostle writes the church collec-
to thank them for their remembrance. These weren't very mature believers
* 1€y were just average Christians earnestly interceding. Earnest prayer
S their only medium for reaching Paul who received God's victory. Paul

t there is a blessing in answered prayer for those who are faithful. These
Ve thanks to God for the answer, even in advance! Always keep in mind
Uses the prayers of ordinary believers to alleviate suffering when He so
In that final day, ultimately through Christ, when we are in heaven with
SOrrow will be past. What a glorious section of Scripture this is with
fiCourage and strengthen our hearts.

the introductory sections of II Corinthians (1:1-11), we come to the more
2Cussion of God's message and messenger and the defense of the Gospel.
1y embodies the rest of this epistle because of the importance for Paul
Olish his credibility with the Christians at this church. They had begun
s about his calling and ministry. His detractors had been spreading

It his conduct and what they felt was a lack of concern for the believers

What about your present suffering? Suppose you have a physical, mental Or i
affliction. You may seem crushed by it. Remenber that deliverance is pOSSd
but ultimately it is absolutely certain. It may be that through your earnes
prayers as well as the prayers of others, affliction will be lifted., That®
case for Paul in the problems he experienced in Asia. But notice, I said 1
possible. God also ordained that Paul should live with certain problems






Paul understood that the people were questioning whether they could really ¢p ,
He told them he hadn't come with "persuasive words of wisdom, but rather ip #
- demonstration of the spirit of power.'" Certainly we ought to be persuaded by :
Word of God, attempting to encourage others with the truth of Scripture. Pang
use words that were geared to mislead people. Paul reprimanded the Galatians
they got off on the wrong track in their Christian living., He told them, "Thj.
persuasion did not come from Him who calls you.'" He was indicating that they -
persuaded away from a pattern of proper and acceptable living. The source was
deception of Satan himself and his emissaries. X

i someone who thinks you are very special? Later you
egﬁrwrgfl(‘li gepggnluesiotieep your word. It is a difficult position to be in.
tration brings a demand for maturity on the part of bo"ch parties. Th;a1 :
were disappointed because they felt Paul hadn't lived up to 1; ,

" The apostle had to write explaining why he was forced to make a clzhange. ein
miced to visit them, but now something had come up. Some were a ready saying,
sen't a man of his word," The apostle sets out to show how circumstances g
“‘: change. He wanted the people to trust him. He defends his own actlo]r;s i 4
1 verifying God's message. His defense wasn't because he was trying to bolste

5. Rather, he was an apostle defending his calling and usefulness to these
' as God's servant.

1

ot Corinth

Many of Paul's epistles make specific reference to the problem of listening
and not testing them by God's truth. Today we are bombarded by words whose on
credibility is found in their shape and sound. There isn't behind them verifi:
evidence or credibility from an unimpeachable source. They don't relate well
facts. Not too long ago one of our faculty members showed me a tool kit he had
ordered through the mail. I saw the same ad which had indicated the product w:
good enough to make any kind of mechanical repairs on your car. We both looke
the tool kit and laughed. It was the smallest thing I've ever seen. Nothing g
than a toy. My friend had been fooled by persuasive but untested words,

: 's original plan, "And in this confidence I intended at first to come
rﬂlzglélyou might thi)ce receive a blessing; that is, to pass yoErlwaﬁ 1?1to

242, and again from Macedonia to come to you and by you to be ﬁ pe g ti?e’

t(,) Judea" (vs. 15, 16). Paul cogld boast of these behevegsb ecaus ; y
Thowered by the Spirit to accept his message so that they had become I‘é}e‘l 3
es in Christ. Paul and the Corinthians were both bound tggethtﬁr in h?s
Christ. Paul had wanted to visit these people twice, helping them ﬁn i 3l
y to Judea, Consider who these people were with whom he wanted to have so

i isti f Corinth.
shi were the struggling, carnal, unseparated Christians o :
'r;p;ti?lle{iving pretty mﬁ%h the way the’ay had when they first accepted Christ.

hadn't been any dramatic growth and change. This is what Paul felt was

Some thought Paul had used misleading words on the believers at Corinth. The
counters the whole problem with three specific suggestions (II Cor. 1:12,13,14
He told them, "My conduct was above reproach" (v. 12), Credibility isn't a ma
of the tongue. It is first and finally a matter of the total life of commitme
He went on to observe, '"For we write nothing else to you than what you read ar
understand, and I hope you will understand until the end." In the second plac
words need to be listened to. There has to be more than just that which is on
surface. There can't be a double sense of meaning. Paul makes his point very
clearly and forcefully. His epistles in the main are extremely intelligible.
problem today in wrestling through what we call "a difficult passage' is becat
our lack of understanding of the culture of that day. We may not understand §
important theological point which is made clear in another epistle. 3

; ck. materials come across my desk from all over the wqud,
Elﬁetﬁg ;r‘ggleﬁs of other believers and gt}}er Christian organizations. i
tes Biola is asked to take a stand in opposition to some other Chrlstlzin.
Lover a theological problem where we are called upon to separate tﬁulxj'si-ves :
he world. There is a Biblical basis for not being associated wi Ufl iever:
e so far off base that they are a real detriment to Chrls‘leanltifr}.1 h = b
tely , there is a tendency nowadays to get away from everybody \ tﬁ as s
allest fault we can find, We seem to have very poor eyesight vgi reﬁliec b

: 3 y problems. There are all kinds of faultfinders today. Even the pro el::lh 0
e s " mentioned in I Corinthians, Paul wanted the I_nember'separated. Still, 3re
Sometimes we say things we really don't mean. This wasn't the case with Pau ’5'- concern on his behalf, There was continuing evidence that Paul wanted to
Matthew 5 there is an interesting sidelight on commumication. Christ exhorts, the individual's life to see what help could be rendc?rec}. 1f Paul were
"Don't use vows. Let your commmication be, Yea, yea and Nay, nay; for whatst R b would befriend many an eamnest S OL P i Horhane Hi s
is more than these cometh of evil" (Matthew 5:37). The Lord is pointing out | ' in his life. The apostle would want to help those who had been crossed 9k
if the only way you can convince people you are telling the truth is to swear out everybody's list except the Lord's. I wish we could be a little bit like
oath, then perhaps your words can't be trusted. Paul could testify, "My lang E
is Yes, yes and No, no. It's as clear as a bell," . . | :
ss there are those in your commumnity who_have been a]?used, needing helg an
gement. Even though there are difficulties, we can 1gnore the needs 3 Aic
) especially those whom others ignore. It 1S so easy to find fault an i
. Paul's desire was to visit these people who had misinterpreted his gcc)la si
Stle had to alter his ministry because of circumstances. He relpalned eecalp y
ed even amid the personal problems. This is a challenge to me in these days
 seems so popular to reject those who don't do exactly as we expect.

The last and final thing to suggest is found in verse 14, Here the idea sugge
mutual respect. This means there will be no misleading. The people perhaps
understand all Paul tried to communicate to them, It may have been because 0
carnality of their own lives. They were really only babes in Christ.

What we have before us isn't an apostle who merely seeks selfishly to preserV
image or personal reputation. Paul had a responsibility to the Gospel. He &
want to have his message maligned or his testimony slandered. There is a les:
here for us. If we are wrongly judged, as we frequently are; if our words ar
ignored or challenged; then perhaps we aren't living the kind of life we shou
thereby your credibility suffers. Our lives should be known for their open €
cation and honesty. We should develop the genuine respect and appreciation ©
others. Paul's re-establishment of his credibility was based upon a new life
wholly over to the Lord. This is what we need as well, '

orinthi 1:15 to 2:4 the apostle Paul outlines his specific plan to
orinth ?wlsice. He explains flpilrther why he was wnable to do so. In the midst
explanation he substantiates his credibility as an zflpostle. ?He obs;alr\ées },1 b
lore, I was not vacillating when I intended to d(_) this, was I7 011~dtba Wsl
Se, do I purpose according to the flesh, that with me there should be yet,
‘N0, no at the same time? But as God is faithful, our word to you c115 tﬁot
ino" (vs. 17, 18). Paul knew there were those who were disappointe 2b .
't come. The’: word "vacillating" (NASB) doesn't mean that Paul was unstable.
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it is God who establishes us in Christ. This is the all-important identifica-

‘anyone can have. In III John, the apostle addresses his friend Gaius using the

e, 'Whom I love in the truth." The common bond wasn't athletics, business or
The relationship was founded on the Savior. Consider the fact

other interest.
God places us in Christ as a result of our faith., He confirms us and guarantees
These two words "confirms'" and ''guarantees"

‘His Son's work applies to our lives.

choices. They are clearly wrapped up in the connotation of the Greek
for "establish'" used here. To any who may have doubted Paul's authority, he
d it clearly known that he had been established by God. Really, because of

" it wasn't their prerogative to challenge him.

ever doubted your salvation? Perhaps your life has never been committed to

It was interesti :
Stans Yeager.Stéggdgglﬁgg %ﬁetl};:s?i Angeles Times about the Dodger catchep .
curve b way to give a pi : er, °8 Yo
all. If he handles those curves we'lf wherall Ecl)tglleer_ confidence was to 135 t. There may be an uneasiness or dissatisfaction with your existence as you
1s on base, then when the joy and peace for which you have sought. God is the only One who can do
It is not my approach to life nor my good intentions that can

stablishing.
 about salvation and contentment.

attention to the dutj
1es before you. Then wh
. €N pressure times come i
» confidence
The Greek word is the same for

be easy." That b
. ecomes tremendous spirj i
regular patt ; Spiritual advice 2 J
at Corinpth em of life was so consistent it became’ t§°‘- Paul points out thag
to accept his validity, a Dasic argument for the pe:

rse 21 Paul also uses the word "anointed."
t, the ""Anointed One." He was uniquely set apart by God for the particular
ion of redeeming us through His shed blood. Paul, too, was set apart and called
In a special sense we are also

fically to be an apostle of Jesus Christ.
ted by the Lord. It may not be for the apostolic office as was Paul, but

y it includes service for Christ. The Body of Christ is one, and yet it has

The apostl i :
ap © points out his source of strength in character which comes £ ]
rom a
menbers, each with unique and distinctive gifts (I Corinthians 12:12-14).

Sovereign Savior, "For the Son of 1
A ) S an of God, Christ Jesus who w. ‘
Rt tﬁ:a;l;‘s)mgggsh?othy- ~Was not yes and ’no, bufa:IS igr;ggh 1 Iz;mo o
kot g et b do God, in Him they are yes; wherefore l?ll "oy Hill
Son to portray on eryth  God through us' (vs, 19, 207, . The e “God vl
e ) £k \arl:c'lis precisely what He did. Pat.xl realizecsla%he .l ;
e et ﬂjll. ate, saying different things to different ——
e Savior, who is honest and decisive inr:ser}}?eggle.t
accurately reflected in deed and word sseier
: the Master who sent hin The i il
C 2 1mportant t

‘are some who seem to be in the business of trying to undercut those whom God
We may disagree with the

stablished and set apart for a particular function.
It may be that God is displeased, but it

ey carry out their particular task.
, prerogative to deal with these individuals as He sees fit.

r dimension is added in verse 22. Paul was also '"'sealed" and given the
t in his heart as a pledge. The concept of sealing has two basic ideas. There

"Amen" is a Hebrew word simi rsonal identification as well as protection from change. Several hundred years
ment it gives the 51m11ar'to our "yes" or "sg may it be ] . Was a common practice for individuals to put a bit of wax on the back of an
agree with what concept of faith., It simply means for us :' In the Old Tes )pe and thereby sealing it with a ring or some type of personal insignia. In
complete trust yﬁgwwagt me to do, God." It is taking the Lo? ddecla?e, "Yes., ! ay the person receiving the letter would know immediately that it came from
want His will 'Eo be do ten have we said "Yes" to our heavenly F z}f His word in dcular individual. The unbroken seal proved no one had tampered with the
$041, on iheates Sone 1n our lives? Everyone is Comittei{ ta °ri Dol 4
be lustful or imméralomewgm%ugi E:rféCtiy acceptable and harmlegssoxﬁigglgiﬁg?

- o . ] 'S
them become detrimental to our mlazggs}f?;ef;%h ofh glioigvolvemnts that none ¢

g isn't only an identification, it is also protection from change. Do you re-
' the account of how our Savior was taken down from the cross and buried?

Who knew His claims of resurrection were afraid of foul play with His body be-
Olen away. We read, '""And they went and made the grave secure, and along with
ard they set a seal on the stone" (Matthew 27:66). Pilate had given per-

L to seal the tomb to keep it from being disturbed. From a human standpoint
Completely secure. God intervened, however, and Christ had victory over the

sources. Your paper took on th
was questi . e shape of the basi : .
o duestioned he' explained, Mook a5 thg Ly oeoiC Meterials you locd. Mhaal
God the Father s Hmilrg;:ter. Sl§ eternal 'Yes' is an affignnagilozy %1fe. o 3
life; i € you doing in your 1ife? Of CommiEiuy ':
gainédsl?gfssu?}% how you commumicate toyother:slﬁe.'fhgn;g empowers and directs yo eSians 1:13 we have a similar concept of being sealed by the Spirit, "In Him,
fon ieooC duestions call for both practica] 1(51 a profound lesson to: 30, after listening to the message of truth, the Gospel of your salvation,
: : and realistic answers! also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise." We
?0 Counseled not to grieve the Holy Spirit of God 'by whom you were sealed for
To establj p S f of redemption' (Ephesians 4:30). Paul was using these concepts to
£ founclliligrllsigr(eggéblhty for the people at Corinth, the & ostl ate to the people at Corinth that he was indeed a believer who could be
(II Corinthians 1:21) and the t):p 2 gersore1 Ehalelle 1 i eHgn v;ashab;;d toh@degyif)_f W;L:th them since he knew their concerns very well.
i U who e him distinctive,

him to be through th
; € power of th Sl
e Holy Spirit (v. 22). There is demonstratio
Dr. J. Richard Chase is President

of Biola Col lege.
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Do God’s People Suffer?

From messages originally recorded by
Louis T. Talbot for the Biola Hour
L Gl L

been a question facing believers down through the centuries of time. 'Why do
sorrovw, heartaches, and tragedies come into the experience of the people of
‘It isn't hard to see why such things should befall the unsaved because "As a
¥S, so shall he reap.'" Some of the most devoted of the Lord's saints have
ears in the veil of tears. One of the peculiar characteristics of this dis-
ion is the testing of those who have been saved. Almost every page of the

)f Acts reveals this. It has also been the history of the Church right down

s very hour.

is study we are not dealing with those physical infirmities which come as a

[t of the violation of the laws of nature. For instance, if a person dresses im-
rly in the wintertime, or sits down and eats things he knows disagree with him,
obviously has only himself to blame. The problem is a lack of common sense,
s never going to do for you what you can do for yourself. The Lord has given

5. some brains so that we can take care of these bodies. Go against the laws of
re and you will suffer the consequences. Our study at this point deals with the
ows and tragedies which aren't in this realm at all. Some claim that sickness
affliction are all the result of a lack of faith, evidencing that the person who
riences these trials is really outside the will of God. Such is not only an un-
| evaluation, it is also entirely untrue and unscriptural. How sad that so many
misled and confused on this point. I know a man who was fairly wealthy. One day
gything he had was swept away. He found himself asking, 'What have I done to

and God that I would be so treated? Where has my faith been lacking?' That

't the case necessarily at all. God's love isn't cruel. Some of our tribula-

1S are not brought on because of some failure on our part.

ny - Crosby was one of the most wonderful Christians whom the Lord ever gave to the
rch. She was blind upon her birth through a medical error. Yet she wrote some
‘e most beautiful hymns we have ever sung. Remember the song,

"Someday the silver chord will break,
And I no more as now shall sing,

But, oh, the joy when I awake

Within the Palace of the King.

And I shall see Him face to face,
And tell the story saved by grace."

f could she pen, "And I shall see Him face to face," when you remember that Fanny

)sby was born blind? She never saw a rose, she never saw the sun, she never saw
d stars, with the physical eye. Yet she was conscious of the presence of God.

10



do you know that 1900 years ago there was a man who prayed the
That man didn't have a

sined, "Agnes,

The Lord gave
;he more I%anif::tFI?ilgyggf;by Selisi,%nfimities of life in order that sh k
. 1 ° alE 3 SN S s o8
avior, € just breathed spirituality and .J, prayer you prayed? It was over a physical infirmity.
4 phack, but he had a failing eyesight. He was the apostle Paul. He refers to
: al problem as a thorn in the flesh. It came to him perhaps on the way to
hone about him to such an extent

shysic
L when he met the Lord. The glory of God s
f that glory did something to

"he soldiers fell to the ground. The blaze o

s eyes so that he talked about them a great deal in his epistles. He wrote to

mlatians, 'You would have plucked your eyes out and given them to me when I

. came among you.' He naturally thought he could do a better work for God with

d pair of eyes so he asked the Lord to remove the affliction. In ‘fact, he
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Don’'t Miss the Best Part

By: Dr. Curtis Mitchell

f the dangers we face as believers is becoming so involved in secondary issues
e miss the best part of being a Christian., Jesus Christ referred to it as

' good part." While service is normal and natural for the saved individual, yet
ain reason God redeemed us is to bring glory and honor to His Name. There may
me of you who are so busy for the Lord that you are on every committee of the
h. Yet, the fact is, you are empty on the inside. Maybe you have missed the

L part" of being a Christian. This is why the account of two women in the

3, Martha and Mary, can be so practical. In Luke 10:38 we read, 'Now it came to
as they went, that He entered into a certain village; and a certain woman,

d Martha, received Him into her house.'" Our Lord's coming was probably heralded
d of Him by a number of days. Jesus loved this home where He could enjoy the
owship of good friends. Probably in His adult ministry it was the closest thing
ad to a home. When they knew the Master was coming, that house was doubtless a
ive of activity. Martha was a typical homemaker. She could have had a reputa-
for the best cherry pie in the community. She may have begun days ahead pre-
ing the recipes and dishes she knew the Lord would love. From the very moment He
ssed the threshold, Martha was waiting on the Lord with appetizers, publications
read, a pillow for His head. Have you ever been in that kind of house? I have

y times and on occasion have felt like throwing up my hands and saying, 'Wait a
ute! I appreciate all of this attention and service. But the main reason I came
re is to visit with you. Why don't you just stop all this activity and sit down

d let's fellowship a Iittle bit?' Such was the picture of Martha, She became so
volved in serving the Lord that she was cumbered about much (v. 40). In fact, she
plained to the Savior, '"Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister has left me to
rve alone? Bid her, therefore, that she help me." Her bottom lip was hanging out
'she pouted about all the load. In a sense, she rebuked the Lord Whom she loved.

e word "'cumbered' in the English carries the idea of being overworked. The Greek
rd doesn't have that exact connotation. It contains more the idea of distraction.
artha had gotten her eyes off the main purpose of expressing her love for Christ.

ou know, that's so easy to do.

ome years ago, when I was about to become a father for the first time, I was a
alesman heralding forth the good news far and wide of this great event. I received
i piece of advice from an older man who observed, '"Curtis, I can remember when I was
bout to become a father. I was just as proud and happy as you are now. God gave

5 a little girl and I set out to fulfill my vow. I worked at two jobs, and my child
jad the best of everything.'" Then he choked up and shed a tear, ''You know, one day

[ woke up to the realization that my little girl was almost grown and I hardly knew
her."" What had happened to this man? Exactly what was said of Martha in that she

jad missed the best part. As a parent, the most important thing you can do is to get
to know and love your child.
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REVELATION

By: Dr. Lloyd T. Anderson

. Throughout the millenniums of time there has been a constant conflict between Satan
. and the Savior. This is made clear throughout Scripture, as well as here in the 12th
. chapter of Revelation. Here in verse five we see him standing before the woman as

* he has through centuries. The devil had no way of knowing when Jesus Christ would

- be born. The woman represents Israel and the manchild is the Lord. From the very

- beginning Satan carefully watched every male who had the prospect of being the

~ Redeemer, as well as those who would be of the lineage to produce the Messiah. The
devil saw to it that Abel was killed, thinking he could destroy the coming King.

' Adam and Eve had another son, whom they named Seth. In Genesis 4:26 we read that

- men began to call upon the name of the Lord. The great corruption before the flood
- was another diabolical attempt. Immediately after the universal deluge, since there
was only one family preserved, Noah was attacked and as a result did foolish things
- in his drunken condition (Genesis 9:20-29). When men began to multiply on the earth
“Nimrod was the tool to bring about the first great rebellion against God

. (Genesis 10:8-10). The building of the tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-8) shows the

' working of Satan through men to defy the Almighty. Another attack was seen in

' Abraham's life when the patriarch failed in his faith at a crucial time in his life.

. from whom the Messiah would eventually come (Genesis 16). Oppressed, Abraham ran
- away from the land during the times of famine. Then he lied about his wife because
',‘he feared for his life (Genesis 12:10-20).

" In Revelation 12:4 the devil is pictured as specifically wanting to devour the male-
child who is to be born. He almost accomplished that purpose when he caused the

' ruler of Egypt to issue to the midwives the decree, "If it be a son, then ye shall
‘fkill him; but if it be a daughter, then she shall live" (Exodus 1:16). Never forget
‘that God is greater than the devil. He miraculously spared Moses and eventually
‘used him to deliver the Israelites from the land of Egypt. Later, Satan planted
'Seeds of doubt in the mind of Moses (Exodus 4:1-13). The Lord erased those concerns
‘and showed Himself able to bring the Israelites through all the perils. Satan
€Specially tried to do away with David, who was to be the second king of Israel and
‘the person through whom Jesus Christ ultimately would be born. Wicked King Saul
irequently tried to kill him. God preserved His servant and defeated the devil.

At various times in the history of Israel there were very few descendants who had

ithe possibility to be in the lineage of Jesus Christ. Of such is the case in
.I Chronicles 21:4, "Now when Jehoram was risen up to the kingdom of his father, he
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ere is no difficulty in this teachingeéﬂgisggsgil with the speed of zhoﬁghf

atan is cast out of heaven he shows his great anger because he knows his time
rt. The afflictions of the earth's inhabitants come largely from the activi-

£ the devil. These activities result in great destruction and martyrdom of
udes of saints during these great judgments of trumpets and bowls which are
Ieit. The only consolation during this tribulational hour is that Satan's time
th is very short. It is limited to 42 months, or three and one-half years.

ing to this time Jesus observed, "For then shall be great tribulation, such as
t since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be. And

" those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved; but for the

s sake (that is, the remnant of Israel living during the Tribulation) those

hall be shortened" (Matthew 24:21,22).

Vil has not been able to do away with the Lord Jesus
attack and persecute the children of God.

0 enter heaven again in his effort to
ere in the Tribulation that verse six of chapter 12 fits into the chronology
mmess, where she had a place

'{1. I've read that ''the woman fled into the wilde
thousand two hundred and three-

ed by God, that they should feed her there a

ays.'" This is again the last three and one-half years of the Tribulation
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E tion was given to the devil at the cross. 'Ihe.tin.le of his_

& tencisogtiﬁcgo come asgwe see in Biblical prophecy. That his judgment 1is
d‘ﬂ“ght to be comfort to each of us (Romans 16:20). I John 4:4 reminds us of
"21:01'}’ through the Lord Jesus Christ,

; e and one-half years of the Great Tribulation is victorious

5 mdgrgl%asghglli(;y is important }’;'or us to experience victory as well, ""They

A him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and they
":;” their lives unto the death" (12:11) . This gives us a thI_'eefold‘fonmfla
‘2a1 victory over Satan. The action taken by the word of their testimony; the
. taken; and thirdly their attitude in that they loved not thelrhll;lrestun‘ig

" Tt is all accomplished through the blood of the Lamb. Through the asl }mgny
lievers, word should be given that there is spiritual victory in Jesus (hrist.

The Two Witnesses of Revelation 11 were also put to death at the middle of th’
Tribulation. Following their ascension to heaven, much suffering, judgment, a
comes upon the earth. 3 ;
The persecution begins in Judea of Israel. Christ warned the Israelites aboyt
(Matthew 24:16). 3

The word "wilderness' (Revelation 12:14) refers to an abandoned or desolate pl
God prepares a special place for the nation of Israel, even as He prepared a o
fish to swallow Jonsh. This is so that she might be spared from further onsila
by the devil. No one knows specifically where the wilderness will be. When ¢
Antichrist attacks Israel she is miraculously spared by God (Daniel 11:41),
Apostle John tells us that the woman was given two wings of a great eagle
(Revelation 12:14). God Himself referred to the eagle previously when He told
His care for the people Israel in the 0ld Testament (Exodus 19:4; Deut. 32:9-1
The Lord has provided for Israel in the past, even so He will preserve her du
the Tribulation in the future.

h :nted out in the past, the book of Revelation has as its "hinge' the

X gieg?lngzginning with Icz.hap"cer five down through the }1th, we see thih b;gad
+rokes of the tribulational hour. Ch:ftpter 12 1s.the PlVOtal point wi ive
sive personages brought to our attention. Starting with chapter 13 we are
the details of the earlier prophetic declarations. Actually, the openllcl)%

. of chapter 13 really belongs to the close of the preceeding chapter. .

" Biblical divisions of chapter and verse are only man made conveniences to 5
fate our finding references. They must never be cgnsulergd as being 1nsp1ri 4
i1 Scripture ran in great paragraphs, which in their earliest forms were no
ted by any punctuation, neither verses nor chapters.

The twelfth chapter of Revelation is the hinge of the entire book. It is piy
every respect. God gives Israel protection and victory over Satan. Scripture
states, '"'The serpent cast out of his mouth water like a flood after the woman,
he might cause her to be carried away by the flood (v. 15). This very likely
reference to a literal flood. Remember, the nation of Israel has been spared
water twice before. First at the Red Sea as they came out of Egypt, and then
their 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, God miraculously parted the Jo
River so they could enter the land on dry shod as He had promised them. It i
that '"flood" could also refer to the armies which come in like to overflow th
Israelites in that day. Whichever the case, the enemy is going to be defeate
the Lord. God will not sit idly by for His children are ''the apple of His ey
God intervenes by causing a miracle to take place, "And the earth helped the
and the earth opened her mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon ca
of his mouth'" (12:16). This may be a great earthquake, causing the earth to
in this manner. It happened before (Numbers 16:31-33). When the Lord speaks
the mountains of the earth begin to tremble. The final battle of the campaig
Armageddon is brought to an end when the Lord Jesus Christ comes to the earth
destroy the armies of the earth (Revelation 19:11-21). The 01d Testament bog
Zechariah also tells us about Jesus Christ's return at this time (Zechariah .

. read, "And he stood upon the sand of the sea." Although
’gzl;md;a?rte:xiii KZS, "AI,ld I stood upon the sand of the sea," the personag(;h in-
here is the dragon, the devil himself, as earliest manuscripts reveal. John

.t described the war in heaven between Michael and }‘115 angels, and that ancient
t Satan and his angels. The Bible encourages us w1th'the fact that Michae i
ed and the devil was cast out of heaven. No longer will he have access to the
)t to the throne of glory. In great wrath and anger he $omes down to the

"No wonder we read, 'Woe to the inhabiters of the earth! For the devﬁl ts

wn unto you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has but a }sl 01'13.5
Revelation 12:12). This "'short time' is descrll?ed as forty-two months ( f. i
d seven-headed enemy of God works his final malice and rage through two of :
isters on the earth. One is described in Revelation }3:1710 as the politica
of this world. He will be the final and ultimate Antichrist pol-ltlcallyl.1

r is pictured in the same chapter, beginning at verse 11. He will bglt e A
ligious leader of the world and known as the false prophet. This evil tria
declares war against Christ and the heavenly armies. Their efforts are 13

t they are forever and completely destroyed in the intervention of our Lor
ampaign of Armageddon. This is described in Revelation 19.

We need to realize again that Satan hates God, especially His Son, Jesus Chr
This holds true for anyone who dares to recognize Him., This is why the devi:
do anything he can to keep people from true devotion to the Lord. Satan acc
righteous men before God (Job 1:9-11,22; 2:4,5; 13:15). He also accuses the
liever before his brethren. This is why we have so much gossip in the Churd
Bible rightly calls it "evil speaking.'" Such is satanic. The devil himsel®
ing as an angel of light. Thus, Christian people sometimes gossip even undé
pretense of spirituality. 1 i

s of that turbulent and fearful sea of people and nations,
tmllgz gﬁttg; iinisgreat monster which is this first beast of Revelatlorclh 13.

| very graphic vision. The vision shows the creature with 10 horns ,bea one
a crown, There appear seven heads supporting those ten horns. 'I‘heh ody

like a panther or leopard with feet 1ike those of a bear. His mout 1sGisd

d lion, and his heads have the name of blasphemy for he speaks against
Welling place. He wars with those who trust in Jesus. This is all a

The devil's tactics of accusing the brethren have not changed, and there wil
day when he will be cast out of heaven to the earth and will no longer have:
to the Father to accuse us anymore (Revelation 12:9, 12). Always remember € ‘ _who ¢ 3 Haw darth
devil is a defeated foe (Hebrews 2:14), It is by the victory which Christfl ' the last world political power which is going to hol igay - iy
Satan at the cross that you and I, as New Testament believers, are enabled & all the nations at the time of the end. This typifies the conc

in triumph (II Corinthians 2:14). All believers from the day of Pentecost & Emment and the sovereignty of nations.

Rapture of the Church are members of the Body of Christ. All are baptized B :
Holy Spirit at the moment of their salvation (I Corinthians 12:13). ThereX
devil is not effectively able to accuse us. This is why we can say with th
Paul, "If God be for us, who can be against us?"' (Romans 8:31).

"The ten horns which thou

g i beast that g
on 17:12 we read concerning the This then is yet in the

} ten kings, who have received no kingdom as yet."

22
21



future. The one ultimate form gf the_.govemment Of.thls wox.'ld is going to be divided . the companion book of prophecy to Revelation, the writer looks ahead describing the
into ten kingdoms. These ten kings will have one mind to give their power and = * coming great kingdoms in their glory. First he saw the lion; second, the bear;
strength unto the beast (17:17). He will thus have authority and power residing in S third, the lion again; finally the nondescript beast. When Daniel saw these in his
his position over this entire earth. The Antichrist is God's symbol of the last @ vision, he realized that they succeeded each other. The apostle here in Revelation
political government this world will know. The eventual overthrow is recorded, '"And looks upon this political ruler as a conglomerate of all that Daniel envisioned.
the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet, and these both were cast alive -

into a lake of fire burning with brimstone” (Revelation 19:21). . When one considers the honor and glory of this ancient earth, he cannot help but

b share somewhat in the wonder and marvel of the entire panorama. Think for example
. of the golden majesty of Babylon or of the mighty, ponderous massiveness of Cyrus

¢ in the land of Persia. Consider the beauty, elegance, and intellect of the ancient
¢ Greek world. Reflect on the Roman government with its laws, order, power and ideas
 of justice. All of these past glories of worldwide governments will be summed up

. in the majesty of this one eventual Antichrist as political ruler. Impressive it

. is to read what God has written in His book about this captivating, spellbinding,

. resplendent ruler of man's world system. He will be the devil's masterpiece as he
* comes up out of the sea.

Keep in mind that there is no such thing as a kingdom without a king, and there is no
such thing as an empire without an emperor. There is no such thing as dominion,
sovereignty and power without somebody to wield that influence. So it is in
Revelation 13 the depiction of final world government necessitates a leader and one
person., The beast is not only God's symbol of a final world government, but it is
also a description of a man, an ultimate apostate world political ruler. Paul calls
him "the man of sin" in II Thessalonians and thereby refers to the same individual,

All the testimony of God's Word speaks of this coming final antagonist of Jesus
Christ., It was common doctrine in the early Church. It is interesting to note that
there has never been an Abel without a Cain; there has never been a Jerusalem with-
out a Babylon; there has never been a John the Baptist without a King Herod; there
has never been an apostle Paul without a King Nero. When our Lord seeks to reign
over this world, there is Antichrist who is the adversary, lifting himself up to
speak blasphemous things against God and those who are resting in Jesus Christ.

* This monster is going to be the arch persecuter of all times. We know that everyone
. on the earth in that tribulational hour who doesn't receive his mark upon their hands
. or foreheads will be put to death. No one can stand before him to resist his power
b except for those whose names were written in the book of the Lamb slain from the

* foundation of the world, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Without question, this

| beast is the great enemy of God. He comes in glory and peace, but in the midst of

. that last week of Daniel (chapter 9), he breaks his covenant with the people of God.
. The world, as well as the Jews, sees his true character. In a blood bath, he wars

. aginst God and His people. Revelation 11 reminds us that it is this beast who slays
. the two great witnesses in the earth. He is used by Satan to persecute the woman

¢ and the remnant of her seed. Those who dare to worship Jesus Christ during the

* Tribulation seal their testimony with their own blood in martyrdom before the Lord.

The Antichrist, who will be the last world ruler, is.superlatively fascinating, in-
triguing, and bewitching in his personal power and ability. Remember that the devil
himself is like an angel of light. Lucifer, that beautiful morning star, fell from
heaven because of his own sin. He had been the summation of God's glorious creation.
He himself personally and constantly stands behind the Antichrist (Rev. 13:2-4). In
all time of history there will never have appeared a human being with all the glory, =
personality, intrigue, ingratiation, and manner of this evil leader. He will be a
veritable god of wisdom, insight, accomplishment, and achievement. He is the devil's
last man before Jesus Christ comes again.

| God closes this passage when he tells us, "If any man have an ear, let him hear"

. (13:9). Thisexpression is found many times in the Bible. As terrible as Christians
* have ever suffered in the worst periods of persecution throughout the history of the
* world, their suffering is like nothing at all compared to the agony that will be the
. portion of these Tribulation saints. God has a wonderful message for His people.

» It concerns judgment, 'He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity; and
he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword." This is according to
the moral government by which God has claimed the universe. The text continues,

. '"Here is the patience and the faith of the saints." Remember, the Lord isn't forget-
* ful of the trial of His saints, nor will He be of you personally!

This coming final political leader is going to be received in gladness. The kings
of the world will peaceably yield their authority to him, -thinking there is none
like him. John says that this individual will stand upon the sand of a raging sea
which is pictured also in the book of Daniel. It is a symbol of the violent, chaotic
masses of humanity in a day of crisis and revolution., Out of these horrible chaotic
events comes this tyrannical leader who will dupe the leaders and peoples of the ’
world.

| Revelation chapter 13 centers on John's vision of two beasts. The first (vs. 1-10)
| describes the Antichrist. The second impressive personality comes up "'out of the

P earth." We read that he will have two horns like a lamb, and will speak like a

. dragon, He '"'causeth the earth and them who dwell on it to worship the first beast,
' whose deadly wound was healed. And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire
» come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of man, and deceiveth them that

L dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the

1 Sight of the beast" (Revelation 13:11-18). This is one of the most instructive of
P all the visions to be found in the book of Revelation. Both of these beasts un-

t Questionably work side by side. One has to do with the political while the other

s controls the religious. The second beast, known as the false prophet, does
‘Miraculous things as he uses the power of the state politically to coerce the
‘Whole world to bow down and worship the Antichrist. Without him the political ruler
tCould never be what he is or achieve the worldwide program that he does.

It is clear from a study of Scripture, and particularly Revelation, that the Anti-
christ is the individual who, politically, is going to rule over the earth in the =
last days of the Tribulation. The shadows are getting deeper and longer even in our.
own Church age. We are beginning to see some things taking place which are har- s
bingers of final transactions. You remember back to chapter six when the first seal
was opened? The Antichrist made his appearance, riding on a white horse with a bow
but no arrows. He comes conquering and to conquer, but it is an absolute bloodless .
encounter, There is no resistance. In the midst of chaos and despair, the kings of
the earth, living in the tribulational hour, gladly give their power and dominion
to him, He is foolishly hailed savior of the human race. He will be the great.and 1
final ruler over the last established government of earth. No one knows who this
individual will be; we should be very careful about naming any names.

During the Tribulation, the Antichrist arises out of social ferment and turmoil of 1
the day. John describes him rightly as a diabolical monster. He is a terrible nom=

; : . iThere are some marked contrasts between these two important and diabolical leaders.
descript beast, appearing like a leopard, a bear and a lion. In Daniel 7, which 15
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i i akness as we
et bow down before his god of gold. Humanity repeats that same we 2.

i be able to sell.
con 13. All must bow down or they will not
B Ilzivevlvﬁgtm;ou have in communist Russia. A person_can't buy or sell unless he
r}tlgi 'd};e state wants him to do. People who live behind the bamboo curtain
-

+ainly can understand what is described here.

The first beast rises up out of the sea while the second rises out of the earth
tyrants and dictators have arisen out of that raging sea which we know as the p
of the world. The second beast from the land symbolically shows that he origip
from civil order which isn't chaotic. He is the product of an ordered society
the first beast has already brought into existence. The second beast is religij
He is like a lamb and exercises power to deceive the whole world. It is a fact
history that the rulers of the world have had to have the religious along with
in order to maintain their sovereignty. In the days of Pharach, for example, w
told that when Moses and Aaron stood before this great monarch that Pharaoh cg
his magicians. They were the religionists of his day who opposed the true God,
Jeroboam revolted against Judah he felt compelled to build gods of gold at Beth
at Dan. Ahab and Jezebel were able to achieve debauchery in Israel because the
abetted and assisted by the religious prophets of Baal. In later years, the Fp
Revolution had a goddess of blasphemy, infidelity, and atheism. Thus it will b
the last days of the Tribulation. This political ruler who comes up out of the
builds for himself through the yielded sovereignty of ten political kings, this
final world rule. Alongside of him there stands the false prophet, this religij
leader who abets and helps him get his own way. These two uniquely support and
one another to reach their own goals impelled by the devil. Thankfully, the Lg
Jesus Christ will ultimately overthrow this wicked system in His glorious Secon
Coming. He will set up His kingdom over this world. The book of Revelation m
crystal clear that this world is moving in the direction of one vast political
This demands that there is progress toward one great common religion. Such we
the horizon as the time approaches for the fulfillment of all things.

e i i "Here is wisdom. Let
i ing passages of the Bible informs us, "Here 1<
ltmilrelgtgdirglgpcowi% the number of gqe.bﬁas(lgé fcl)zt'{;nlsl. S'Efllg)nuni%ﬁ}l”sofsa
i i threescore and S1X ve : .
number is six hundred Figures in history and literature, the number 666,
aning of it. No one
on the earth

, of the mos
that hath
: and his .
1 us of all apocalyptic :
';‘1‘:\572 gti];cz)led for many decades and centuries OveT the me

fully know what
ing the Tribulation.
gality is not clear toda
ays the nunber of man.

1 1 i in the Bible is

. One thing we do know is that "51x‘: in
It falls sho%t of the perfect number "seven.'' Man was:ld
ated the sixth day; he is to work six of the seven days; a Hebrew i'illave ci:?(u
" aoglave more than’six years; the fields weg‘le to bih soﬂ\zi}sn%‘;lrgzrgmpﬁgts o
e i ere W1 i 2
< and then they were to be allowed to rest. e s
e i ixes. This represents the ultimate of a :
- tzggdwci)flsger be able tI; attain beneath the perfect "seven"ﬁs }allw}?;freﬂ;\erer
:n Xsix." The false prophet will probably be the greatest of all who

» their appearance on the scene of counterfeit truth.

i i i unterfeit religion.
1 important things to notice about the coming co

o:gnii‘;ign \irjgl speak exactly wha; tt?le vg)lyld w;%l}‘cgewﬁ%lg}%’gidt;e}ggﬁ. inIts
hi i t cut across the grain o e things i i
hglguwn%tngrill Jook on Biblical truth as being outmoded. A new ''theology,” 2

i i i i11 be new rules for a new
1ightenment, will be in order. There wi S :
-Sf;?(; ci)ffo;nt‘illghbond.age’of the morality and piety of that "old medle\g‘}’ aigp;:n ¥
don" found in the Bible. This same attitude is expressed even now

: i i i k to enjoy what the

he of the faith. The system will also see

£ e;gll" eats: do%zlléise beast or prophet dominates the religious scenz gf theChrist
: %oye;‘sonally believe that the coming for the Church by the Lort eitézs i
-éllly Ic)lose at hand as we see some of the coming shadows being cast ac

of the land. 'Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

As we study the false prophet we come to the realization that there isn't anoth
creature on earth who can compare with him. Scripture says 'he had two horns ;
lamb, and he spoke like a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first
before him'' (13:11, 12). That he is typified as a lamb indicates a softness or
easiness about him. What could be more tender and precious than one who couns
people about the things of their souls or inner peace. This is very deceiving
this beast which is far more dangerous than the first. Any man who proposed t¢
guide and command the consciences, minds and souls of people, has in his power
unbelievable authority. His manner of speech reveals him to be God's enemy as
as the opponent of the Lord's people. The state supports him and in return he
supports the state. '

The text tells us that the false prophet has two horns like a lamb. Remember
the real Lamb of God has seven horns, speaking of plentitude, fullness, and the
power of Almighty God. This lamb is an imitation. He is a product of an apost
and perverted Christianity. The true Church of Jesus Christ of course has alre
gone home to be with the Lord as we saw at the conclusion of Revelation 4. He
imitate all the things the Lord Jesus Christ did. He apparently has the abilif
perform miracles. He becomes the one whom the world follows. By his authority
power he promotes a worship of idolatry. History is more astonishing than fict
Somehow there is a weakness in humanity which demands that we must have some
visible representation tohelp us in our worship. It was true in ancient Israe
when Aaron made gods out of gold. It has been true in the story of religion €l
since. God tells us that image worship is the abomination and scourge of the ¢
Yet it is the churches which lead in idolatry. In the Tribulation we won't ha
universal religion which is Jewish or Mohammedan, but it will be unbelievable
Christian idolatry. What astonishing things God writes in the book of Revelat:

Dr. Anderson is Pastor
of Bethany Baptist Chgrch,
West Covina, California.

The first world empire was the golden sovereignty of Nebuchadnezzar. He compe:
all of his subjects to bow down and worship it as Daniel records. He reasoned
as long as his empire was cluttered up with diverse religions he was weakened :
power. To hold the empire together and make one tremendous kingdom he decreed
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Panel Discussion

Panel: Dr. Chase, Dr. Feinberg and Dr, Sutherland
Why did Jesus tell Mary not to touch Him after the Resurrection?' (John 20:17)

Mary mistook Him to be the gardner, Our Lord made Himself known by speaking
name. She immediately acknowledged Him as '"Master.'! There are three different
epts or explanations as to why our Lord told her not to touch Him. Some seek to
' a contradiction between this verse and Matthew 28:9 where we read, '"And they

: md held Him by His feet." The comment by John precedes the other in
Matthew's account was after He had already been to the Father and re-
ed. Some hold that Christ didn't want Mary to touch Him since He hadn't yet
‘atonement for our sins in glory. Others interpret this as Christ exhorting

f, ""Don't hold onto your earthly, terrestrial views of Me. Don't try to confine
jithin the limits of what you knew Me to be when I walked among you before My
rience at Calvary.'" There is a third view in that our Lord did not want to be
ed. He had not yet put in His appearance before the Father to announce His
mptive work. Mary was instructed to tell Christ's followers the good news,

i'Is there any Scripture to substantiate the belief that God will send perse-
lon upon His people to 'sort out' those who are fit for the Rapture and those
‘aren't? What makes us holy enough for heaven?"

There is absolutely nothing we can ever do which would make us "holy enough for
en.'' Some hold to a partial Rapture theory. They suggest there are some fit
‘the translation of the Church, and others who aren't. To make ready they will
e to go through the Tribulation. An excellent passage with bearing on this
Stion is Ephesians 5:25-27. Jesus Christ is going to do the entire job of pre-
ting us holy and without blemish in that day. Never forget that we are saved by
ce through faith., There is no such thing in the Bible as '"'partial Rapture." All
the dead in Christ are going to rise first, then all of us who are alive and re-
il will be caught up to meet the Lord in the air with them (I Thess. 4:13-18).

are to live holy lives for Jesus' sake because of all He has done for us. The
ose isn't that we can do anything of ourselves in order to be guaranteed a place
the Rapture.

Will you please explain Micah 4:57"

‘This was one of the great prophets of the eighth century. It was a period when
lah, Hosea and Amos all ministered. Micah four and Isaiah two are parallel

ages. Both are talking about the last days when Israel's history will be con-
jated after the Rapture. God's kingdom is going to overshadow all others. Nations
‘want to be taught out of the law of God. The Word of the Lord is going to go

"'s from Jerusalem. There will be a cessation of all wars. God will judge among

peoples and when He arbitrates and rebukes for sin, men will beat their swords
) ploughshares because their hearts have been changed The external comes as a
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icture of Israel which was a nation so marvelously blesse;d and privi-
7 dacﬁuﬁ??;oglig have prophets like Isaiah all the way down to Malachi. They had
gﬁam Isaac, and Jacob, as well as the lawgiver Moses. What a tremendous de-
ﬁ but here they were without any fruit. There was none of the old fruit nor
! £ the new. What Christ meant was that the Jewish people showed no evidence
atgoever of spiritual awareness to God. He was one hundred percent accurate 1in

is judgment.
! "s it Scriptural that Christians who are living in unconfesse
en at the Rapture?"

result of what has been done internally. The Authorized Version of verse five
reads this way, "For all people will walk every one in the name of his god, and
will walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever.' This sounds like an
abundance of idolatry. We need to see a better translation of the Hebrew verbs,
A better translation is, "For all the people do now walk in the name of their gogd
but as for us we shall walk in the name of the Lord our God forever and ever."
matter what others do we will walk in the name of our God. May that be our persgp
testimony each day of our lives. 3 d sin should be
Q. "Is it possible to really be a Christian without feeling God's presence? I

T e e e el i Consider some basic facts concerning the nature and purpose of the Rapture.

his i i ‘ch will take place at the time of the Lord's return to meet
’Sdluslr?}il ?x?iliéeggi.w}lﬁ dead in Chgist will rise first. Qhristlans who are
ve will be instantly changed, given their resurrection bodies. T}'losih boin ggs}llg
elievers who die with unconfessed sins are not lost. Remember, it 1sh e og =
kes us ready. He will present us to Himself a glorious Church, not av;n%h epflesh
e wrinkle or any such thing. He will take care of all these frailties o E sy ¢
at doesn't mean that we should neglect living holy lives in godly gepﬁ.ra ion.

£ we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins

John 1:9). We need to keep our minds on the Savior rather than upon ourselves.

£ the Holy Spirit reminds us of sin we should certainly and immediately confess it.

cus your attention on the joy of the Lord.

A. The important thing to remember is that we are saved by grace through faith, g
of ourselves, but it is a gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast,
Feeling isn't a direct part of salvation. Ordinarily, feeling accompanies salvati
but it is peripheral and not essential. Perhaps our questioner hasn't recognized
the Holy Spirit within. If you have gone to a church service where a song or a
message was presented which was a blessing to your heart, then that was the Holy
Spirit speaking with your spirit, reminding you that you are a child of God. You
need to understand the fact that the Holy Spirit is within you and where He seeks
to bless you over and over again. As you read your Bible, if there is some verse,
phrase, or word that causes you to rejoice in God's provision then again it is th
Holy Spirit Who bears witness concerning the truth. Sometimes uplifting and help
ful feelings are really the Holy Spirit speaking to you.

'Tﬂ. "Will you explain Daniel 10 and 117"

e e s e e e " This section gives us a panoramic view in Daniel's final vision of the future.
e 10th chapter provides the framework showing that power will be transferxl'gd f{om
rsia to Greece. In the second and the seventh chapters of this book, wor d t}xl'u e
3s taken from Israel and given to the nations. This began what we mo"/IJh as e
ime of the Gentiles." It began around 586 B.C. with Nebuchadnezzar. %I;etare
ur great kingdoms. It is going to be at the end of that fourth empire tha e
jst will come, as He did the first time. The fourth kingdom will be rgnovasl ed.
| resurrected form it will be on earth again to be dealt with by our Lo;"1 +% 50 i
e 10th chapter shows transference of power from the third kingdom to t c?lsecon_,
mely from the Persian to the Grecian. Chapter 11 fills in further details con
g world leaders. Archeology has verified these prophetic foreviews.

A. There are a number of so-called parallel Bibles. The format is usually three
four different versions across the page allowing a quick reference of the availab
information. For years the International Sunday School Lesson had parallel colum
of the King James Version as well as the version of 1901, the American Standard
Version. A parallel Bible could save time if one is a diligent student of the
Bible. In other words, they are very good for reference work. We would advise
against such use in a worship service. Don't be distracted from what the preache
is saying. If you are a young Christian or even more mature, the King James vers
is wonderful,

Pty ool g S s i el B Gt ko ":"At what time in history did God decide to create a hell in which to burn

A. This passage states, "And the sixth angel poured out his bowl of wrath upon | believers?"

great river Euphrates and its water was dried up, that the way of the kings of tf
east might be prepared." There is a similar passage in Daniel 11:44. Remember,
the directions in the Bible all relate to the land of Israel. Palestine has -
rightly called, '"'the navel of the earth." It is right in the center of the eart
We don't know just who these kings of the east are except they come from orienta
countries. The Antichrist will overpower them as well as the king of the north,
and the south, gaining worldwide control and he becomes the Antichrist,but that®
another story. i

- Thi ut our minds acainst the mind of God. At no time 1n‘h15tc_>ry did
:Eigclzidvem%cl)dcgeate a hell. uge %ww from all eternity that at a certain point
sre would be such a place. He always knew that Satan would rebel, even beforeld
Sifer was created. The Lord also knew from all eternity that Adam and Eve wou
. He knew that most people would reject Jesus Christ and consign themselve}s{ 5

to hell. God is never taken by surprise. He has never had to change His
ogram. It is running exactly according to His perfect plan.

b : on
Q. 'Why did Jesus curse the fig tree (Mark 11:12-15) when it wasn't the season ihat is the 'feast of trumpets't

Se ISR, o8 aT ] "-Ihis was the fifth feast of the seven religious feasts on the Hebrew calendar.

is mentioned for the first time in Lev. 23-25. Trumpets were to herald abroad

Cific information. Sometimes they were used for solemn gatherings, othc:ir .
Sions as a special type of war trumpet where certain notes were sounde ?:0 in?
ople could prepare themselves for battle. This feast of trumpets Waslsc;i S
te the coming regathering of Israel. The explanation is also given 1in 3

A. This has been a troublesome question for many people. Our Lord knew the ti
for the fruit to come forth. He created all things. We need to understand the
fig tree and its culture in the Holy Land. These retain their leaves through
winter as a result they usually have figs also, even in several seasons. This t
had none at all, nor did it yet have any indication of new figs coming., This Wi

b
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