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Introduction

Alan M. Shore

As many of both sides of the border have discovered, interfaith
dialogue between Jews and Christians is a frustrating and often
fruitless exercise. How more so is intra-faith dialogue between
Jew and Jew, especially since one of the saddest codas to any
Jewish discussion is often, “I’m sorry to say I agree with you.”
For then, what more is there to argue about?

Normal conversation between Messianic Jewish believers
and other Jews is particularly difficult because emotions tend to
run high. For some time, Jewish believers have asked, is there a
more neutral space where Jews of various viewpoints can work
toward constructively adding to one another’s knowledge and
perspective?

It turns out that there is, in the environment of a shared
love of scholarship. In the past ten years, Messianic and non-
Messianic scholars have met together on numerous occasions on
topics of shared interest, in an atmosphere of friendliness and
mutual respect. This issue of The Journal of Messianic Jewish
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Studies (JMJS), sponsored by the Charles L. Feinberg Center
for Messianic Jewish Studies, consists of articles collected from
such a conference held at the Feinberg Center entitled, “The Life
and Times of Leopold Cohn,” which took place on December 4-
6, 2019.

2019 was a milestone year for Chosen People Ministries, for
it marked the 125th anniversary of the founding of the mission by
Leopold Cohn in the Brownsville section of Brooklyn in 1894.
Chosen People Ministries marked the occasion withconferences
throughout the year in North Carolina, California, Wisconsin,
Maryland and a gala banquet in Brooklyn. The idea to organize a
conference to explore various facets of the history of the Mission
came almost as an afterthought. Ironically, it was put forth byan
outside source, Dr. Mendi Keren. Dr. Keren, whose work you will
encounter later in the pages of this journal, is one of a number of
non-Messianic Jewish scholars with whom Dr. Glaser and others
on staff have cultivated cordial and collegial relationships.

This conference takes place in the context of a relatively newly
aroused academic interest in the history of Jewish evangelism
and missions to the Jews. It is quite natural that Chosen People
Ministries, formerly the American Board of Missions to the Jews
(ABM)), should play a prominent role in this field, being one of
the oldest and most influential organizations that is on the scene
today. As well, the remarkable fact that the work was presided
over for almost sixty years by the father-son combination of
Leopold and Joseph Hoffman Cohn adds additional interest
from the standpoint of contrasting personality and leadership
style in the organization’s development. As I hope you will find,
each of the contributors found different and fascinating aspects
of the Mission’s history and, in some cases, offered differing
perspectives as well.

My thanks to Dr. Glaser, who served as Executive Editor,
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and especially to Dr. Gregory Hagg, whose prior experience and
close involvement as Managing Editor proved to be invaluable.
Brian Crawford and Robert Walter, both faculty members of the
Feinberg Center, served as Assistant Editors and other faculty
members including Dr. Rich Flashman also reviewed the papers.
Typesetting and Design were by Dr. P. H. Brazier. As always, we
acknowledge of many others who remain nameless. We could
not have done without their efforts.

Dr. Alan M. Shore
General Editor
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