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believer, for Heaven is his eternal home. Because this is
true, the child of God wants to know as much about his
eternal home as possible, and this appetite is sharpened by
the Holy Spirit who makes the Christian homesick for
Heaven.
The importance of this study is evident: if there is a
Heaven to gain and a Hell to shun, if there is an eternity
beyond this present life, if there is glory for the saved
and unspeakable remorse and torment for the lost -

if

these things are true - then the subject of Heaven is )
one of the utmost value.
No doubt nearly all of us had loved ones who have
gone through the experience of death and who are ne5w
in the presence of the Lord in Hca ven. We miss these loved
ones and want to know about them - where they are,
what they are doing, what they are thinking, and whatever else we can find out in the \XTord of God about the
f-fomeland of the saints.
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THE FACT OF HEAVEN

Is there really such a place as Heaven? The Bible does

the very place from which He had come some thirty-three
years before that time.

not leave us in the dark on this subject. Turn in your

The fact of eternal life necessitates an abode for those

Bible to John 14. In this wonderful chapter, the Lcrd

who shall live eternally. Deep within the consciousness of

Jesus plainly and emphatically asserts the fact of Heaven,

man is written the fact of eternity. Men have always be-

and gives the believer full assurance that there is just such

lieved in life after death and have tried to make some

a place as the Word of God declares. He said, "In my

provision for it. The Bible declares that all men shall live

Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so I

eternally -

would have told you .... " (v. 2.)

John 3: 16; 3: 3 6.) If man is going to live forever, he must

some in Heaven, some in Hell (Matt. 25:46; -

have some place to live. For the saints of God that place
Now, the Christian believes in the fact of Heaven

will be Heaven, the Homeland of the Saviour.

for many reasons. One of these is that the Lord Jesus came
from that very place. Note in John 6 how many times
He speaks of himself as having "ccme down from heaven"
(vv. 33, 38, 41, 50, 51.) If you want to know something
about a place where you have never been, you ask somecne
who has been there. If you want to know something

THE IMPORTANCE OF HEAVEN

Men instinctively live according to their belief er
disbelief in the hereafter. There is great incentive for holy
and useful living in the Bible teaching on Heaven.

about Heaven, you will ask the Person who came from

The Lord Jesus taught the powerful impact upon life

there, who made the long trip from Heaven to earth in

of the doctrine of Heaven. He said, "Lay not up your-

order that He might tell us about Heaven and instruct us

selves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth

as to the manner in which we might get there.

corrupt and where thieves break through and steal: but
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither

Again, the believer knows that there is such a place

moth nor rust doth currupt, and where theives do not

as Heaven because the Lord Jesus returned to that place

break through and steal" (Matt. 6:19-20.) Now, wh~1

when He had accomplished His mission on earth. The

did He make such an emphasis? He gees en to explain:

scene of His ascension is vividly given in Acts I.: 19, "When

"For where your treasure is, there will your heart be

he had spoken these things while they beheld, he was

also." (v. 21.) In other words, if a man believes in the

taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight."

reality of Heaven, his heart will be there, and if his heart

\\'.There did He go? The text says He went up to Heaven,

is there, he will live in the light of eternity; he will haYC

4

a proper sense of values; he will invest in eternity and not
in time only.

He knows that death to a Christian is but the vestibule of

The teaching of Heaven motivates men to faithful and

glory, and that to be absent from the body is to be present

from his side, but he does not sorrow as cne who is hopeless.

useful service for Christ. Believers are familiar with the

with the Lord (II Cor. 5:8-9; Phil. 1:21-23.) Who can

Bible doctrine of the Judgment Seat of Christ (I Cor.
3: 11-1 5.) This Scripture teaches that the believer's life

sorrow overmuch when he knows that his dear cne is
happy in the presence of the Lord and the saints of the

will be on review in Heaven in the light of reward. If a

ages?

Christian has not invested his life for Christ, he will suffer

The Bible teaching on Heaven injects into the believ-

"loss" in Heaven; if he has made a wise investment of his

er's heart and mind a "blessed hope" (Titus 2: 13.) There

life, he will be given a reward. Paul teaches thus in order

is nothing "blessed" about death, and certainly not if

to spur the believer on to faithful service for Christ in
this life.

on living; he has an innate desire for endless existence. G cd

Our Lord Jesus tells us that one of the blessed things

has put that in his heart. The fact of Heaven is the answer

about Heaven is the fac:: that all those who are there -

death is the end of everything. Scmehow man wants to go

to this longing, the satisfaction of the urge to immortality.

the holy angels, the saints of the Old Testament, and the
believers of the New -

delight in doing the will of God.

Now this becomes a model of pattern for the conduct of
believers on earth. In the prayer the Lord Jesus taught
His disciples, He impressed up on their hearts the necessity
of obedience to the will of God and used the situaticn in
Heaven a5 an illustration of this need: " . . . thy will be
done on earth as it is in Heaven." (Matt. 6:10.)
Certainly the fact of Heaven robs death of its sting.

WHERE AND WHAT IS HEAVEN?

We cannot speak with authority on the first part of
the question -

that is, i(.}here is Heaven? The Bible does

not pinpoint for us the exact location. We do know that
Heaven is somewhere out in God's vast universe. We may
not be far from the truth when we suggest that Heaven
is in the exact center of God's universe. Possibly Heaven
is a huge and wonderful planet swinging through space -in

What a difference in the funeral of a believer and that of

its orbit, operating as the capitol of God's measureless

a man of the world! What crying, what carrying on, what

creation, filled with flashing planets and teeming with

paganism, attends the funeral of a person whose friends

myriads of created beings devoted to the service of God.

and loved ones are not familiar with the believer's hope!

The Lord Jesus speaks of Heaven as the Fa::her's house -

The believer sorrows, of c ourse, when a loved one is taken

this may mean the universe itself. He said that there are

many "dwelling places" in this "house." He may be telling
us that there are countless planets inhabited with the

Heaven is a roomy j1lacc -

"In my Father's house arc

many mansions .... " (v. 2.) As I have already indicated,
the Lord Jesus may have had reference to the vastness of

creatures of God.

God's universe, and may have been telling us that there
We ca11 speak more precisely on the subject of u:hat
is Heaven. In the first place, it is a real place. This we know
on the authority of God's Son -

"In my Father's house

are many mansions: if it were not so I would have told
you.

I go to prepare a place for you" (John 14:2.)

Heaven, then, is a real, literal place -

a place where Jesus

is, where the saints are, where the holy angels are.
Christ tells us that Heaven is a prepared place. (v. 2.)
This thought intrigues me. It means that the Son of God

are dwelling places throughout the universe. Certainly
there is ample room in measureless space! This concept of
roominess comes with real meaning to the inhabitants of
earth in this twentieth century! As the population increases, the problems of distribution both of people and
of food also increase. Some world-planners are frankly
disturbed over the situation. But things will be different
in Heaven.
Finally, Heaven is a beautiful place. It is described

is making special arrangements for His people, Not just

for us in Revelation 22, -

any old place is good enough for the children of God -

cribed in this Scripture. And what a remarkable city it

at least the capitol city is des-

it must be a place especially prepared and ordered for His

is! It is 1500 miles square and 1500 miles high! Have you

people. A bridegroom will take great pride in providing

ever seen such a city? One of these days we shall see it

for his bride the very best home p ossible. Nothing is too

sparkling like a trillion diamonds in the sky!

good for this one who has chosen and promised to share
her life with him. So it is with Christ. The Church is

HOW CAN A MAN GET TO HEAVEN?

His bride, and in Heaven the Lord is getting things all
ready for the one He loves (Rev. 19:7-10.)

No man will ever ask a more important question than
this one -

Heaven is a home) place -

"How c.111 I get to Heaven?" The tragedy is

Jesus calls it the Father's

that there are so many wrong answers! Some time ago,

house. Heaven is God's home. There is something won-

a young leader in Southern California took a survey of

derful about home. The word pictures love, informality,

thousands of high school young people, and among other

j :;y, fun, relaxation, freedom. All these things and many

questions asked: How can a person get to Heaven? The

others are true of Heaven, the believer's home. Heaven

answers were amazing and re, ·ealing. Some said that

is a place where believers enjoy life to the full.

man gets to Heaven by being good, another by works,

:i

.inother by going to church, another by right thinking, and
one boy said, "Who knov:s?"
How grateful every man ought to be for an authoritative statement by one who had a right to speak and who
could speak out of personal understanding - even the
Lord Jesus Chr~t. As we mentioned before, the best
authority on Heaven is the One who has been there.
Better yet, if we can have an authortiy who has not only
been there but ~10 made Heaven, we can rest assuredly
upon His teaching. Such an one is the S::;n of G cd. Now,
what does He say about how to get to Heaven? Th~
answer is given in John 14:6, in reply to the question of
Thomas along this very line: "I am the way, the truth,
and the life: n o man cometh unto the Father, but by me."
Christ is the way to Heaven, t he only way to Heaven. ,
Thank God, He is ready to receive all who come to him
by faith to receive Him as Lord and Saviour (John 1: 12,

Bible, however, has the answer, and it tells us the believer
goes into the presence of the Lord in Heaven the moment
he dies.

In II Corinthians 5:8, the Apostle writes, "We are
confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the
bcdy and present with the Lord." Paul here teaches that
death is a release of the soul from the body and that
immediately upon the cessaticn of bodily functions at
death, the soul goes into the presence of Christ in Heaven.
The same truth is presented in Philippians 1 :21-23.

In this passage Paul states that for him to die would be
"gain." Now, how could this be unless it means that to
die is to be present with the Lord? And this is just what
he does mean: "I am in a strait betwixt two, having a
desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better.
.. " (v. 23.)
It is my belief that little children go to be with the

3:15; 3:36, etc.)

My dear friend, are you trusting in the sufficient atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ? If so, you are on the
way to Heaven!
WHEN DO BELIEVERS . ENTER HEAVEN?

There are a number of answers given

to

this question.

Some say that when a perscn di es, he loses consciousness,
and is, in effect, annihilated. They tell us that a dead

Lord when they die. They does not seem to be a Scripture
that expressly states this doctrine, but it seems to me that
it is assumed by Scripture. The Lord Jesus took little children in His arms and blessed them, and said "Of such is
the kingdom of heaven." It is our understanding that little
children, before they come to the age of accountability,
are safe under the blood, and if so, at death they enter
into the presence of the Lord.

person ceases to exist. Others say that his soul sleeps after
death and is n ot awakened until the res\urection. The

There is yet another group we· should mention with
regard to entrance into Heaven ·- I am thinking of those

1()
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believers who are alive at the coming of the Lord. Paul

Many of us would be uninterested in Heaven were this

tells us in I Thessalonians 4: 13 -18, that these shall be

true. But it is not true. Many things will take place in

caught up into the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. At

Heaven and are taking place there now. For one thing,
there is tremendous interest in earth manifested in Heaven.

this time all the dead in Christ shall be resurrected, that is,
their bodies shall be raised and re-united with their souls,
and together with the transformed living believers trans-

I do not know if the saints have scme special powers for
knowing the happenings down here or not. I rather think
that through a system of heavenly communication the
affairs of earth are made known in Heaven. The Lord

ported to glory.
DO SAINTS RECOGNIZE EACH OTHER IN HEAVEN?

Jesus tells us that there is great joy in Heaven over the

This is a question often asked. The motive behind the

conversion of souls (Lukel5.) How do the inhabitants of
Heaven know about this? Undoubtedly through a system

question is obvious -

people who have lost loved ones for

a time are concerned lest they should never see them again,
or if they do see them, that they will be so different that
they cannot be recognized. Now, we know that the resurrection body will be different from these present bodies.
I Corinthians 15 makes this plain. But the personality, and
apparently certain characteristics remain the same so that
the similarity is observable. Take the matter of our Lord
Jesus following His resurrection: the disciples recognized
Him. So it will be in Heaven. Undoubtedly there will be
unmistakable marks of individuality even in the eternal
<tate that will make each person recognizable by those
wlv:> knew him and loved him on ear'th.
WHAT TAKES PLACE IN HEAVEN?

Will Heaven be a place of unending inactivity? Will
the saints sit idly amidst the beauties of Paradise, with

of communication, possibly angelic. That mother who
has prayed for her unsaved children will get the good
news of their conversion. Anxious friends in Heaven will
hear about the salvation of some beloved friend. If this
information is given, then we have reason to believe that
the inhabitants of Heaven are kept posted on the happenings of earth.
The will of God is done in Heaven (Matt. 6: IO.) This
is one of the things that makes Heaven Heaven. There
is no sin in that blessed place. There is not one discordant
note, not one vestige of envy, not an ounce of pride!
During the Tribulation on earth the Judgment ·Seat
of Christ will be in operation in Heaven (l Cor. 3: 11-15;
II Cor. 5:10.) Just how the Lord Jesus will review the ,
stewardship of His people, and how long it will take, we

hands folded serenely, and with nothing to do forever?

do not know. But this we do know - every believer must
give an acccunt of this stewardship of time, treasure and

12
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talent, for the purpose of reward and the placing in proper
positions of service in the coming age.
The saints will be awed at the beholding of the glory
of Christ in Heaven. This is in answer to His prayer (John
17:24.) It will surely take an eternity to visit the wonders
of His creation.
The Bible tells us that there will ceaseless act1v1ty in
Heaven (Rev. 22 :3.) And without the restrictions of
time and space and these mortal bodies! What a joy to
serve Christ without limitations and restrictions! This will
be the happy lot of all who name His Name.
Dear friend, do you know Christ personally as your
very own Saviour and Lord? 1f not, why not receive
Him now? (John 1:12.)

THE DAY BEFORE
Some time some ordinary day will come,
A busy day like this, filled to the brim
With ordinary tasks,-perhaps so full
That we have little care or thought for Him.
And there will be no hint from silent skies,
No sign, no clash of cymbals, roll of drums,
And yet that ordinary day will be
The very day before our dear Lord comes!
The day before we lay cur burdens down,
And learn instead the strange feel of a crown;
The day before all grieving will be past,
And all tears wiped away at last, at last;
When we shall bid f:11cwell, nor see again,
Our bitter-sweet, lifelong companion, pain,
For by unmerited, unfathcmed grace,
Our rapt eyes shall behold our Saviour's face!
0 child of God, awake, and work, and pray!
That ordinary day may be today,
And yet the setting of tomorrow's sun
Will find a billion souls still here, unwon l

- Mrs. Marfha S11rll Nicholson
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