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"THE MENACE OF MODERATISM"
In Ecclesiastes 7:16, 17, we have a little-known passage of Scrip
ture: "Be not righteous over much neither make thyself over wise:
why shouldest thou destroy thyself? Be not over much wicked, neither
be thou foolish: why shouldest thou die before thy time?"
The scholars have differed about the interpretation of this portion
of Scripture, but it could well be the creed of the "middle-of-the
roader" Christian. "Be moderately wicked and moderately religious."
The greatest peril today is not extremism but moderatism. Now, I
do not mean moderation, for moderation is that temperance which
avoids excess. Moderatism, however, is the Laodicean lukewarmness;
it's neither-nor; neither cold nor hot. Some people argue, "Isn't it
better to be lukewarm than to be cold? Isn't it better to join a church
and support it even though one is still unsaved than stay out alto
gether? Isn't it better to go half-way than never to start?" Our Lord
said, "No!" There are those who boast today that they don't "go off
the deep end" in religion. Some say, "I'm not committing myself too
far." Now, that was the trouble with the rich young ruler. He was a
fine person, but he wouldn't sell out completely. The rich young ruler
was a moderatist. Moderatism works both sides of the street. Moder
atism sits down at the Lord's table on Sunday morning and drinks
a cocktail Sunday night. Moderatism makes sacred things common
and then dignifies the profane. Moderatism slaps God on the back in
cheap familiarity; it makes Christianity a cheap commodity. Moder
atism is the product of this age of conformity, peaceful co-existence.
It is the great general average and the lowest common denominator.
The devil pulls down the high and builds up the low; he cheapens
religion and makes his own product respectable; he advertises liquor,
not with the bowery bum, but with men of distinction. (It's the
moderate drinker who keeps up the business. It's the moderate drinker
who causes the automobile wreck. You throw the total drunk in the
back seat, but it's the moderate driver who causes the trouble.) Simi
larly, it's the church office holder, the moderate drinker, who is a
bigger asset to the devil than all of the bums in the back alleys.
The devil advertises tobacco not with lung cancer victims, but
with attractive girls. He makes dancing respectable by the sanction
of the church and puts it under religious auspices with prominent
churchmen endorsing it. Even the Bible is portrayed today by pur
veyors of iniquity. Preachers are criticized if they take a stand against
such things. Moderatism pulls down the high to mere mediocrity and
elevates the low to respectability. It smudges black and white into
an indefinite gray. It has a half-way theology, fundamental-modernist
and modern-fundamentalist. The truth is that half-way Christians
crowd the churches today. You see, when the Lord's sheep are gray
that makes black sheep less conspicuous. Christians in spotted garments
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are not so disturbing to sinners as saints who walk in white. There
isn't any such thing as 50% loyalty to Jesus Christ. If a man's 75%
loyal to his wife, he's not loyal to her at all. Jesus said, "He that is
not with me is againt me, and he that gathereth not with me scat
tereth a broad."
With the Saviour it is all or nothing. Moderatism would split
a person's devotion. The devil wants you to be moderately righteous
and moderately wicked at the same time. The Bible says that we
are to hate evil and to abhor evil and to abstain from the very appear
ance of evil. Some things just cannot be tolerated. Sin is moral leprosy.
To put up with leprosy is to die of leprosy. Sin is spiritual cancer.
A man who tries only to live with cancer, dies with it. If we do not
deal with spiritual malignancy, then indeed it deals with us.
You remember when the Israelites got into the promised land?
They were supposed to exterminate the inhabitants. They did exter
minate some of them until they fell into the policy of peaceful
co-existence. I think what happened was that they got tired of fight
ing. The soldiers perhaps said, "I've had enough of getting up every
morning taking off to battle. Now why can't we ge along with these
neighbors? We've had enough war." So they settled down and these
other people they were to exterminate became thorns in their sides.
All the misery of the book of Judges is traceable to the mistakes of
the book of Joshua.
The church at Thyatira, spoken of in the book of Revelation, was
dealt with by the Lord. He said, "Thou sufferest that woman Jezebel."
Now I hear it so often today (if I've heard it once, I've heard it 500
times) that all we need is love and that if we have love, that will
take care of everything else. Well, it certainly didn't take care of
Thyatira. The Lord judges us as much by what we tolerate as by what
we practice. If love were enough, why didn't Paul begin I Corinthians
with the thirteenth chapter? The truth was that they had trouble
in the church at Corinth. For one thing, there was a man living with
the wrong woman and all kinds of evil. There were also disorders
at the Lord's table, denominational splits, following of various
preachers. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Paul dealt with
all of those things before he got around to the love chapter. Frankly,
there is no such thing as amiable, peaceful co-existence with evil.
Joseph Parker said concerning Spurgeon, "I always like to hear what
one big preacher says about another." The only colors that Mr.
Spurgeon knew were black and white. In all things he was definite;
you were either up or down, either alive or dead.
Today, men and women try to take a middle of the road position.
When the Titanic went down on its maiden voyage in 1912, there
were millionaires on board as well as the middle class and poor
people. But in the Cunard office in New York after the disaster, only
two lists were posted: the lost and the saved. Nothing else mattered.
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In life itself there are men in all kinds of categories: butcher,
baker and candle-stick maker, but whether you drove a Cadillac or
pushed an apple cart through town, in the last analysis there will be
just two classifications. Thank God if you're on the right, you have
life and mercy's door is open. The door is still open; you can still
change your status from lost to saved. But one day this will be final
and there will be only two kinds of folks. Do not seek a third posi
tion, for there's no such thing in the sight of God. In His sight, you
are lost or you are saved. We're living in a day when people do not
like to commit themselves. We are raising a generation of diplomats
instead of soldiers. We are not busy fighting; we're always sitting
around at summit conferences trying to iron things out. As Christians
we don't do anything because it's either-or. We are for Him or we
are against Him. If you have been wavering on vital issues as a
Christian, get yourself together and take a stand with Elijah on
Carmel and not with all those stooges down below it who were fifth
amendment folks in their day and answered not a word.
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"LIVING IN THE WOULDS"
Our thoughts for this message are based on the theme, "Living in
the Woulds." The English language plays tricks on us sometimes.
This is not a discourse on "How to be a Hermit;" this is another
kind of woulds, w-o-u-1-d-s. I read in John 7:44, "Some of them would
have taken Him but no man laid hands on Him." They would have
seized Jesus. It was their thought and desire, but His time had not
yet come.
Did it ever occur to you that beyond all the evil that is actually
done, how much more would be done if men dared to, or were not
prevented from doing it? They tell us today that juvenile delinquency
affects only 2% of our young people. What is meant is, of course,
that it actually breaks out in only 2%. The problem, however,
involves an unknown per cent of those who would do the same things
if they thought they could get away with it. The depravity of the
human heart is far deeper than the statistics of sinful deeds, and those
apprehended who have committed them, would indicate. Statistics
cannot tell us the thoughts, intentions and desires that men would
do if they could. We often overlook the fact that in God's sight we
have already done the evil we would do if we could. Our Lord said
in Matthew 5:28: "Whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her,
hath committed adultery with her already in his heart." Whoso
looketh on a man to murder him. hath murdered him in his heart.
Whoso looketh on a bank to rob it, hath already robbed it in his
heart. To all intents and purposes, it's already done. You see how
that increases the crop of murderers and thieves to astronomical
proportions. Man may look on the outward appearance of available
statistics, but God looks on the heart.
Now, let me ask you, "What would you do if you could?" "The
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, who can
know it?" It might help sometimes if we would honestly take stock
of ourselves. What evil would I do if I could, if I had it in my power
or thought I could get away with it? We're sinners, not only in deed,
but in nature. "In sin did my mother conceive me," the Psalmist
rightly declared. I think of the elderly minister who had preached
on the depravity of the human heart. Some fellow came up after
the meeting and said, "I just can't swallow that depravity you've been
talking about." The old preacher said, "You don't have to swallow it,
it's already in you." And so it is. But then there's another side to this.
Paul says in I Thessalonians 2: 18, "Wherefore, we would have come
unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us." You
see here the positive side. Paul purposed a good thing here for he
wanted to visit the saints, but he was hindered. It was in his heart
to do it, and it was as good as done as far as intent and purpose were
concerned.
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There are dear souls who would have gone to the mission field
but they could not. It just wasn't possible. It was the consuming desire
of their hearts to go, and in God's sight they went. You see, we can
go in several ways: We can go in prayer; we can go in provision; and
we can go by proxy. (We can send somebody if we can't go in person.)
These are the three ways by which you can be a missionary: Prayer,
Provision, Proxy. But, you don't have to go to Africa to be a mis
sionary; you don't have to cross the seas. You don't even have to cross
the street. Every Christian is a missionary. It's certainly true that
invalids would have been of greater service if they could. Perhaps
there is someone reading this today who is very sad because he has
done so little when he would have done so much, but circumstances
beyond control have ruled out what he longed most to do. You may
never have got there in person,but if it was honestly in your heart,
you got there in the eyes of God. "They would have if they could and
in His sight they did." That's what our Lord meant about the widow's
mite. She didn't have much but in thought and intent she gave plenty.
You remember the book says, "For if there be first a willing spirit it
is accepted according to that a man hath and not according to that
he hath not."
"What would you do for the Lord if you could?" And in the
meantime, let me ask you, "Are you doing what you can?" So that
brings us to another class. When God called Moses He said, "But
behold they will not hear me nor hearken unto my voice." And Moses
said unto the Lord, "O my Lord, I'm not eloquent but I'm slow of
speech and of a slow tongue." Jeremiah said, "O Lord God, behold
I cannot speak, for I'm but a child." Now that isn't humility at all.
Humility does not consist in thinking meanly of ourselves. Humility
consists in not thinking of ourselves at all. These men of the Old
Testament were low-rating themselves unnecessarily. Today the
churches are filled with their likes. Such people are afflicted with
an abnormal unworthiness. They say, "Oh, I would teach the class,
but I'm not a ready speaker;" or, "I would sing in the choir, but
really I can't read music very well;" or, "I would give a testimony
but my mind gets blank. I'm like Harn Bone who said: 'When I stands
up, my mind sets down.'" These are the people who are forever
excusing themselves. The point is, however, to start with what you
can do.
When Gypsy Smith was quite a young Christian, he stood up to
give a testimony. As he opened his mouth he tried to speak, but the
words wouldn't come out. He was scared nearly to death. Somebody
back of him pulled his coat and said, "Get your heart out, get your
heart out." Gypsy turned around and said, "How much higher can
I get it; it's in my throat now." Maybe you feel that way when you
get up to speak, but, beloved, do what you can! I would remind you
of what you could do if you would. God said to Jeremiah, "Say not
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'I'm a child.'" He didn't humor that attitude. We can do anything
we ought to do. It's just as wrong to under-rate yourself as to over
rate yourself. It's just as wrong to say that two and two makes three
as it is to say that two and two makes five. We have some dear souls
who are forever piously saying, "I can't do this," or "I can't do that;
I'm so unworthy." Well, who isn't? Don't say, "I can't." Remember
the words of Scripture, "I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me." All things that He wants me to do, I can do! Of
course, not in ourselves is this possible. Only by the Holy Spirit can
we do what God wants us to do. Yet, God works in us to will and to
do of His good pleasure. If it is in our heart, if it is our desire and
intent, He will enable us with power. Now don't get lost in the
"woulds."
Some people won't even come to the Lord when they can. My
Lord said, "How oft would I have gathered you unto me and ye
would not!" "You will not come unto me that ye might have life."
He who invites us, also enables us. If you're not saved, you could
come to the Lord if you would. We used to have an old song of
invitation, or certainly of declaration of faith. It has been a long
time since I heard, "I can, I will, I do believe that Jesus saves me
now." Now that is a good thought. Any sinner can say that if he will
turn to God. It is the Holy Spirit who inclines the sinner to come.
When Jesus spoke to the man with the withered hand and said,
"Stretch forth your hand," that was exactly the very thing the poor
fellow couldn't do. But when he looked at the Lord, there was some
thing unusual, something in His voice that said to him, "If He says
it, I can do it!" The Lord said to the paralytic, "Rise and walk." This
is just exactly what the poor fellow couldn't do. But I think there
was something in the face and voice of our Lord that said to him,
"You just make the effort by faith."
My friend, the Lord not only invites, He also commands. "God
commandeth all men everywhere to repent." You make the move,
you start, and He'll meet you because "Him that cometh to me I will
in no wise cast out." "Just as I am," that old verse says, "because Thy
blood was shed for me, and that Thou bidd'st me come to Thee." You
see, you have two reasons for coming: His blood and His bidding!
He died for you and then He invites you. Don't you think that's
enough ground to come on for salvation? You can if you will. God
help you to do it.
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"WEEP NOT FOR ME"
The twenty-third chapter of Luke recounts the narration of the
Lord on His way to be crucified. In the scene, we see the crowd
around Him-His enemies, the curious, the few friends, and a little
band of weeping women. Let it be said to the credit of womanhood
that there is no record in the Gospel of any woman's ever opposing
Jesus. Here we find the women weeping tears of pity, compassion
and sympathy. But, instead of expressing appreciation, our Lord turns
and says to them, "Weep not for Me." What did He mean? Was their
grief out of place? Did He mean that He did not want pity and
sympathy? No. In essence He said, "You women are weeping over the
wrong thing. I do not want sympathy. I am not the helpless victim of
a mob. I am not climbing this hill to die because I cannot help myself,
for I could call down twelve legions of angels. I am going voluntarily
to lay down my life and to take it up again." Now, there is nothing
weak and pitiful about that statement.
On Good Friday, some of us grow very sentimental about "poor
Jesus." We look at pictures and hear music and sermons about the
suffering Saviour. We feel sorry for Him and thereby think that we
are very religious. To us, with the women of old, He says, "Weep not
for me." He didn't say, "Don't weep." He said, "Weep for yourselves
and for your children." What did He mean by that? If we read on,
we discern that He has in mind several things, one of which is the
destruction of Jerusalem which took place about forty years later.
This passage tells us that women are better off childless in such a
time. For a Jewish wife to be childless was a misfortune and disgrace.
It was grounds for divorce. But the Lord declared, "For, behold, the
days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren
... Then shall they begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and
to the hills, Cover us. For if they do these things in a green tree, what
shall be done in a dry?" (Luke 23:29-31).
The Lord also declared, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth
her chickens under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, your house
is left unto you desolate." He is saying, "Don't weep for me, weep for
what is coming less than forty years from now." Only a few hours
before they had cried, "His blood be upon us and our children."
Now, He says, "Weep for yourselves and for your children." But,
that's not all that He meant. He was also speaking of the coming
calamity at the end of this age.
We read in Revelation that "The kings of the earth, and the great
men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty men,
and every bondman, and every freeman, hid themselves in the dens
and in the rocks of the mountains, and said to the mountains and
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rocks, 'Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on
the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of
His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?'"
We don't hear much about that picture now except from some
who go to extremes. There was a day when we sang, "The Great
Judgment Morning,":
"And, oh, what a weeping and wailing
As the lost were told of their fate.
They cried for the rocks and the mountains,
They prayed but their prayer was too late."
God is now just a "Big Buddy upstairs" with a lot of people. No
one wants to hear about the Great Judgment morning, but we find
that our Lord spent a lot of time talking about it. He would say
again today, "Weep not for me, weep for yourselves and for your
children, for if you're not hidden in the Rock, you will try to hide
under the rocks."
I do not know when the end will come. I do not know what part
atomic destruction will have in the future, but I do know that America
is in deadly peril. Why do we hear so little about it from the pulpit?
Are we afraid? Are we numb or hypnotized? Are we trying to whistle
our way past the graveyard? Are we so foolish as to think that summit
conferences and international parleys will avert disaster? We must
realize that we are up against organized demonism on a worldwide
scale, and evidently we are stupid enough to think that we can do
business with maniacs. Why is the church not filled with praying
Christians calling on God? When will be learn that we cannot do
business with the devil?
But this leads to a third consideration. Our Lord is saying, "Weep
not for me tears of pity and sympathy. I am not defeated. I have not
failed. I am climbing this hill to do what I want to do, to give my
life a ransom for many. Weep rather for your sins that put me there.
Weep for your iniquity that made Calvary necessary." All of us have
had a part in nailing Christ to the cross. Don't put all the blame on a
Jerusalem mob. Every man and woman has made a contribution to
the crucifixion. If we had not sinned, He would not have needed to
die. We grow sentimental about the suffering of Jesus, but that does
no good. How many tears of repentance and confession do you see
in church today? He said, "Weep for your children," and well we
may, with juvenile delinquency, the scandal of the age, with teenage
gangsters prowling the cities, with murderers not yet in their teens
slaughtering in cold blood, with children brainwashed by subtle
influences, and singing not Sunday School songs, but cheap commer
cials. We can weep for a lost generation, But the Lord also says,
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"Weep for yourselves." Weep for your homes that have gone to
pieces. Weep that you ask the children what they want to do, instead
of saying, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." Weep
for the famine of discipline and the blight of divorce. Weep for
family altars that have disappeared while all day long and half the
night TV, that cesspool of iniquity, pours filth through the eye and
ear gates into the souls of children in the living room. Weep for the
Lord's Day now spent in the worship of strange gods. Weep for your
sins and above all, the sin of neglecting so great salvation.
How great is our sin? "It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God." And if they did these things in the green tree, if
an innocent Saviour must drink such a bitter cup, think what will
happen when the wrath of God falls on that day! For if the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?
Yet, I would not close here. Weeping never saved a soul. Godly sorrow
worketh repentance, but the fountain for sin and uncleanness is not
the fountain of our tears; it is the fountain of His blood drawn from
Immanuel's veins. "Could my zeal no respite know, could my tears
forever flow, all for sin could not atone, Thou must save and Thou
alone." Weep, yes, but through tear-dimmed eyes make sure that you
look in simple faith to the Lamb of God. Then, when judgment falls,
the avenging angel will see the blood and pass over you. I want to
warn you today to flee from the wrath to come. "For if they do these
things in the green tree, what shall be done in a dry?" Mere sentiment
about a suffering Saviour is not enough. We must face the reason why
He climbed that hill, repent of our sins and rest on His finished work
there.
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"FEAR NOT LITTLE FLOCK"
In Luke 12:32, we find wonderful words of comfort from our Lord
Jesus Christ. "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure
to give you the kingdom." That verse says several things to me. There
was never a day when we needed more a message on fear. This is
an age of fear; men's hearts are failing them for fear. Atomic destruc
tion, insecurity, disease, are all causes for fear in the hearts of men.
All our lifetime we're subject to bondage through fear. Mental hos
pitals are crowded. People are afraid to walk the streets at night.
Men are afraid of the past, afraid of the present, afraid of the future.
We fear everything but God, because the Scripture tells us that,
"There is no fear of God before their eyes." Even the church is fearful
today. Do you remember that day when the believers met behind
closed doors? That's where much of the church is today, but not
because of persecution. Rather it is too timid to let its light be seen.
We find the words, "Fear not," in the Bible all the way from
Genesis to Revelation. Sometime when you're worried and you
endeavor to cross a bridge you haven't come to yet, seeing things that
are not there, get back to the Book. Remember that the disciples
thought they had seen a ghost. "It is a spirit," they said, as they
cried out for fear. But our Lord said, "Be of good cheer." That's the
positive assurance. "Be not afraid," that's the negative. Between the
two, He always changes the negative to the positive. He said to lonely
John on Patmos, "Fear not, I am the First and the Last. I was here
before there ever was anything of which to be afraid. I will be here
after everything of which you are afraid is gone. I have the keys."
This verse is the answer to all fears if we belong to the flock.
"Fear not, little flock," reveals that you have to get into this flock
to get rid of this fear. The flock is the children of God, the sheep of
the Great Shepherd, the born-again ones through faith in Jesus Christ.
There is one fold and one Shepherd. You can read about this in
John 10. The Bible tells us that we are sheep among wolves in this
unfriendly world (Matthew 10: 16). Our Lord calls them "ravening
wolves." He said this to a handful of disciples who were just common
folk and fishermen in the midst of a pagan world. The Roman empire
is gone today, yet the flock is still there. I hasten to add that it is
still a little flock. Some people would say, "Look at the great world
church of today, a hundred million church members in this country."
But, my friend, plenty of people go into the churches that do not
belong to the flock. There are more pagans in our land than ever
before. Yes, to be sure, it is still a little flock. Chrisians are a minority
group in a heathen world. God is not now converting the world. He
is taking out a people for His name.
Don't confuse the little flock with some vast ecclesiastical super
corporation or religious octopus. To be sure, every sheep in the flock
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ought to be a church member, but you don't join the flock just by
joining a church. Our Lord is the door to this fold, "By me if any
man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out and find
pasture." The Lord is the Shepherd and His sheep know His voice;
they know not the voice of a stranger. If you have any doubt about
whether or not you belong to the flock, check on this: "Have I come
in through the one door, Christ Jesus? Do I know His voice and follow
Him? How about the voice of strangers? What's my attitude toward
them?" So our Lord says something about fear and about the flock,
and He also says something about the Father. The verse reads in
part, "It is the Father's good pleasure." Carelessness seems to be the
great danger of history's pages:
"Truth forever on the scaffold,
Wrong forever on the throne.
Yet that scaffold sways the future
And behind the dim unknown
Standeth God within the shadow
Keeping watch above His own."
"Fear not, little flock, because it is your Father's good pleasure."
We are in the hands of the Father and of the Son and nothing can
pluck us out of their hands. Then He tells us something about the
future. "Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to
give you the kingdom." Now there has been a lot of hair-splitting
about the kingdom. Today the spiritual kingdom is not meat and
drink but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. But
He's coming again to reign and the little flock will reign wih Him.
It will be the kingdom of the sheep with the Lamb on the throne.
We're not setting up he kingdom now. It will not be built by a
world church. The King will establish the kingdom when He comes.
His sheep are scattered through all the churches. They're not the
exclusive property of any one group or denomination. The big city
church has some scattered through the multitude of Sunday morning
worshippers. The poorest little backwoods church may find some sheep
in the congregation. All around the world, where men of all races
and colors gather in His name, His sheep know Him and He knows
them and there are no earthly statistics that will account for them.
Nobody knows how many there are, but the Lord knows them that
are His. It is still a little flock. Don't be confused by religious statistics.
"Straight is the gate and narrow is the way, and few there be that
enter in." "When the Son of Man comes shall He find faith on the
earth." "Iniquity shall abound, and the love of the majority shall
grow cold."
There will be a vast imposing world church in the last days. It
13

will be popular, prosperous, and progressive. The multitudes will
join it for it will be quite fashionable to be religious. But, in it all,
it will not be God's church for it will be headed up by Anti-Christ.
But, along side of this religious empire, there will be a little colony
of Christians. Through that age they will be a persecuted minority
in a pagan world, all battered and beset as the age draws to its close.
When our Lord spoke there was only a handful of disciples in a
tiny province in the Roman Empire. The final application, however,
will find another little group in the midst of a pagan world when
the last Roman empire will arise. Even as the first Rome passed away,
so will the second. "The kingdoms of this world shall become the
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ." We shall reign forever and
ever with Him. God's faithful few may seem very insignificant against
all the flood of heathenism today, as the band of disciples was long
ago. But as it was, so shall it be. It doesn't sound big enough to suit
some people, but our Lord says, "When you see all these things begin
to come to pass, lift up your heads," and that is not defeatism, that
is victory! How is this little flock to conduct itself as sheep among
wolves? He says, "I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves. Be
ye therefore wise as serpents and harmless as doves." That's an odd
combination. Could any two things be more opposite? Yet, we need
the characteristics of both.
We're to look to the Lord, not to men, even the best of men. There
must be circumspect walking humbly with and before our God. We
must not be carried to extremes either way because the serpent's
wisdom may lead to cynicism, suspicion and shrewdness. Only that
wisdom which is from above, peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good works without partiality and hypocrisy will do.
That is the combination for this age. "Fear not, little flock, for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom."

14

''STATUTES AND SONGS"
Psalm 119:54 gives the sweet singer's testimony, "Thy statutes
have been my songs in the house of my pilgrimage." The Psalmist
reminds us that we are strangers and pilgrims, exiles and aliens. He
points out in essence that we are passing the time of our sojourning
in an unfriendly world. Matthew Henry said, "This world is our
passage and not our portion." This world is not our rest for we have
here no continuing city. It is merely the house of our pilgrimage. But,
while we make our way through these lowlands, we have a song to
sing. Unfortunately some saints do more sighing than they do singing,
but God has put a new song in our hearts and we are to speak in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, making melody to glorify our
Lord.
What is this song to which the psalmist referred? It was the
statutes; God's Word was His song! He did not just memorize a
melody; he didn't just quote it; he sang it! We don't ordinarily asso
ciate statutes and songs, but God's law book is also a song book.
His mandates are His melodies. They have both words and music.
The tragedy in the professing church today is that some have the
music without the words, and some have the words without the music.
When the prodigal came home from the foreign country there was
music and dancing. Similarly, there is joy in heaven and on earth, for
that matter, over one sinner who is saved.
To be sure, there is music and dancing in some churches today,
but not the kind the psalmist meant. We are trying to produce the
equivalent of Christian joy without the cause. Spiritual delight is
not based on scriptural doctrine in these cases. Some of the music
and dancing in the church emanates from recreational buildings
where we are spending millions of dollars trying to make Christians
happy. More than one educational institution has been described as
"a football stadium with the university built on one side." By the same
rule there might well be a time when the church will be a playhouse
with a prayer house over on one side. Such a combination will never
be a power house. With less of the music and dancing of this type,
we might have more of the kind the elder brother heard when
the wayward son came home.
The joy of the Lord is not a natural enthusiasm that can be
whipped up by a cheerleader at a ball game. It is not the stirring
up of animal spirits under religious auspices. There are some pitiful
substitutes for the joy of the Lord today in our meetings and some of
them are painfully embarrassing. The religious "jingles" you hear
sometimes when at the end of a TV program of long "tom tom"
beatings, somebody throws in an imitation of a hymn as though to
slap God on the back. Away with such cheap familiarity with God
as though lost pagans could get chummy with the great "I Am"!
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"Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord, or who shall stand in
His holy place? He that hath clean hands and a pure heart, who hath
not lifted up his soul to vanity, nor sworn deceitfully."
When the men of the Bible came into God's presence, it was with
deepest awe and profound humility. Isaiah said, "Woe is me."
Habakkuk said that his body trembled and rottenness entered his
bones. Job abhorred himself. Daniel said, "My comeliness is turned
to corruption." John fell at the Lord's feet as one dead. The way into
His presence is by the blood. There is absolutely no place for the
frivolous approach by which unrepentent sinners can jauntily saunter
into the presence of God. God has no favorites. The Lord does have
intimates, however, and the reverent intimacy is a far cry from the
coarse familiarity of this generation.
Today we are trying to have the song without the statutes. We
are trying to have the doxology without theology, but God's statutes
need to become our song. It is His law book that becomes our song
book and His mandates that become our melody.
But there is another group of people who have the words without
the music. The tragedy of a lot of fundamentalism today is that
sometimes we have the theology without the doxology. We are right
without being radiant. I remember in earlier years that the first
Bible conference I ever attended was in a summer camp in the
mountains. It was like travelers meeting in a foreign land. We discov
ered that we spoke the same language. Some time ago, a friend of
mine who had been associated with me in those earliest meetings
asked, "What's the matter with us today? In those early days there
was a glow about our faith. We didn't argue personalities. We didn't
split hairs over secondary issues." Now, don't misunderstand; I am
not sighing for the good old days. I know that distance lends enchant
ment to the view. There are times, however, when I feel like the
Dutchman in Grand Rapids who said, "What is all this argument? I
sure would like to get in another good old 'Jesus meeting.'"
Today, for all our talk about religious revival, and for all our
gigantic church activity, something is still missing. How often we
hear that something "new" has been added to this or that. The real
trouble with us is that something very "old" has been substracted.
We have words; we have the statutes; we have the form, but it is
all without the force. We are waving the scabbard when the sword
is gone.
Dr. Paul Rees said, "It's not that our doctrine is false; it's that our
experience is flat!" Our Lord gave us a formula in telling us, "If ye
know these things, happy are ye if ye do them." It is possible to argue
all day over the difference between "Tweedledum" and "Tweedledee"
on some point of theology and live in out-right disobedience to God.
Look at the text again, Psalm 119: 54: "Thy statutes have been my
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song." It makes us think of Psalm 1:2, "His delight is in the law of
the Lord." Some think in terms of debate and others in terms of duty,
but the psalmist is thinking in terms of delight. Let me ask you
today, is it your duty or your delight? Do you delight to do the
will of God? "The Word of the Lord is unto them a reproach,"
Jeremiah said. "They have no delight in it." You tell the average
church member today to obey God, and just listen to him complain.
Ask him to give up the world and to make Christ Lord, giving up
a bit of his time and money, and he acts as though it would kill him.
The Word of the Lord is not his delight. Oh, the church members say
they are Christians. They say they believe the Bible for they have
the words, but the words have never been set to music.
A couple of years ago, in a Bible conference in the East, we
preached all week and on that Sunday morning for our final devotions,
those in charge called on Lena, the cook, to come out and sing for us.
I will never forget it. Lena stood in a corner, quietly looking us over,
and then began to sing, "Just a Closer Walk with Thee." She hadn't
sung half of that verse until I looked around and folks were getting
out their handkerchiefs. I noted that the Presbyterians were getting
them out just like the Baptists. The Brethren were getting them out
just like the Methodists. It didn't seem to make a bit of difference.
Why? She had broken down all walls of partition. She had gotten us
on one common level. I thought, "Lena ought to go around the
country and sing that song. She could do more with a song than we
are doing with a symposium." We need a closer walk with Him. Then
His statutes become our songs; His law book becomes our song book;
duty becomes a delight in the house of our pilgrimage.

If you are trying to be happy and you don't have the statutes, you
need to get saved; you need to get to the Book. On the other hand,
if you are just orthodox, as they were in the church at Ephesus, and
have left your first love, then you don't have any song. But, whatever
the trouble is, be sure that you get to that blessed part of experience
where His statutes are your song in the house of your pilgrimage.
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"TALKING IT OVER WITH GOD"
How often we have heard those familiar words of invitation from
God in Isaiah 1: 18, "Come now, and let us reason together, saith the
Lord." Here God is inviting us to talk it over with Him. The trouble
is that so often we reason only within ourselves.
The Bible tells us that when Naaman came to Elisha in the year
of his leprosy, Elisha told him to dip in Jordan. But he said: "Behold,
I thought." A lot of people miss the chance of salvation because of
what they think within themselves. The rich fool, or the rich farmer,
in the Lord's parable, "thought within himself." He left God out of
his calculations. He said, "What shall I do, my barns, my grapes,
my goods, my soul?" and God said to him, "Thou fool."
How often today we get together and have a little huddle, but we
don't take the Lord into consideration. The disciples did that, and our
Lord said, "Why reason ye among yourselves?" That would be a
good word for a lot of committee meetings today. (I often say that
a committee is a group of the unsaved, appointed by the unwilling,
to do the unnecessary!)
"Why reason ye among yourselves because ye have no bread?" the
Lord asked. I fancy I can see my Lord looking down in pity on us
sometimes as we discuss the "status quo," instead of going to Him
for our orders. Then, too, there was a great reasoning among the dis
ciples as who should be accounted greatest. We still have the "politick
ing" and "string-pulling" in our churches. We spend too much time
hunched over cafeteria tables making contact with individuals when
we ought to be on our knees individually getting in touch with God.
So the Lord said, "Let's get together on this." God invites us to talk
it over, not on the basis of our need, but on the basis of His revelation.
Our trouble as a nation, as churches, as Christians, and as sinners, is
our sins.
First of all, we need forgiveness and cleansing. "Let us reason
together," does not mean that we have any orders or suggestions to
give to God. When you go to the doctor's office you don't advise the
doctor; you don't prescribe your own treatment. Of course, some people
almost do that, but you aren't supposed to when you talk it over with
him.
People talked it over with Jesus. They brought their sins and their
needs to Him. I like that old song, "I Must Tell Jesus." You see, prayer
is not soliloquy. You are not just talking to yourself; you are "talking
it over" with God. Now, when you go to a clinic there must be a basic
need. You must have confidence in the doctor and you must submit to
the examination. In turn, you must accept his diagnosis and take the
prescribed treatment. The same thing is true in the spiritual realm.
"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
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and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness," the Bible tells us, ( 1 John

1:9).
Are you covering your sins, or confessing them? As a nation, as
with individuals, we are willing to do just about everything else except
to talk it over with God. You remember that Job said, "Surely, I
would speak to the Almighty, and I desire to reason with God." Now,
Job lost out in the lower courts, so he got ready to submit his case
to the highest Tribunal. Some time ago, among my father's papers, I
came across this old saying that has meant a lot to me: "Nothing is
ever settled, until it's settled right. And nothing is ever settled right
until it's settled with God." One reason why today we're getting
nowhere fast in the international realm is that we are trying to
settle things on the lower level. We meet together with unbelievers;
no prayers are offered; no reference is made to our God; He doesn't
even enter into the picture. In the diplomatic deliberation there is
just a vacant chair for God. We are not settling anything because
we are not settling it with God. We are not giving God a chance. The
same thing holds true with all our other problems; economic, social
and educational.
For example, take the matter of world peace. Apparently everybody
wants world peace, but how ridiculous to imagine that it can be
settled with the clanking of cocktail glasses, yet with no recognition
of the Prince of Peace! All the reforms and projects you read about
today will come to naught if they are not settled right, and they will
never be settled right until they are settled with God.
These things that we are trying to do today on the low unregen
erate level are not the birthpangs of a new age about to dawn. They
are the last efforts of the old battle to set good things together just
before God brings His judgment down. We are still not getting any
thing settled. One unfortunate situation of the entire matter is that
I don't suppose we ever had more people who thought they had the
answers when they don't even know what the question is. The same
thing holds true in the home. We have never had so many homes
on the rocks as now in this modern, "well-educated" generation. Some
of the marriages that still exist are merely held together for decency,
keeping on when love has long since departed. Domestic problems are
never settled right until they are settled with God. "The home that
prays together, stays together." If you have some trouble, it's really
heart trouble first that is the problem. Heart trouble is never settled
right until it is settled with God.
This is true of our church problems today, too. Some time ago I
went into a church where the people thought they could solve all
their problems merely by calling in a new preacher; ( they hadn't
done too well by the last one, either). They had the mistaken idea
that they could forget all of the past without confessing their own
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sins, without making things right with the offended parties, and just
start all over again. Now, you can't do that. If there is a sin, it must
be confessed; things have to be made right. Our Lord said, in essence,
"If you bring your offering to church and then remember that your
brother is at odds with you, get right with him first, and then make
your offering." Say, that sure would wreck a lot of collections on
Sunday morning. That is what the Lord said to do, however. This
idea that one can forget about his sins that need to be confessed and
get busy in the church activity so that God will wink at sin and
overlook it, is untrue. There needs to be some drastic heart surgery.
Sometimes a young person says, "I'm going to get hold of myself,
quit my bad habits and join the church. I'm going to straighten up."
Each week the seven demons come back and the last stages of that
man are worse than the first. You see, the trouble is that he never
started right. More than one person has done that and failed miserably.
It's a good thing to quit your evil habits for several reasons. But
nothing is ever settled until it's settled right. "Godly sorrow worketh
repentance," (the real thing), "unto salvation not to be repented of."
Just to say, "I'm sorry; I'm going to tum over a new leaf," won't do.
"I've tried in vain a thousand ways
My fears to quell and hopes to raise,
But what I need, the Bible says,
Is Jesus, only Jesus."
I wonder if you have been trying to settle things without God. You
can't get the jigsaw puzzle to fit together. Why don't you start right?
Perhaps you are a sinner and need to be saved. To you the Saviour
says, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow."
It's cleansing by the blood of Jesus Christ you need. Then, if you are
trying to settle things as a Christian in your home, or in your life
without first asking God what He wants, you will never get anywhere.
Nothing is ever settled until it's settled right. And nothing is ever
settled right until it is settled with God!
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"HE THAT HATH AN EAR"
In Revelation 2:7 our Lord says, "He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches." Our Lord's remarks are
delivered to the churches, not to the church. The church is the build
ing, the body, the bride. In this passage, however, local churches are
implied. There is a lot of preaching about the church today which is
merely abstract metaphor; it never gets around to the church on the
corner, or the church down the street. We often get lost in the ideal
and never get around to the actual. There is no such thing as revival
in general; it is always on the personal level. I believe that the man
best qualified to judge as to whether or not we are having revival
today is not the scholar, or even the evangelist, but the pastor of the
local church. Any revival worth talking about will show up in the
local church because the local assembly is the thermometer of the
spiritual climate at any time.
For twenty years I have gone about from church to church. I
don't believe in standing on the outside knocking the church. I
think we ought to get on the inside and exhort the church. I do not
agree with some who feel that God is by-passing the churches today.
I do not think that He is in a big hurry to get the job done. God's
program will never by-pass the local church. The Lord says, "He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
I grew up in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of western
North Carolina. There in a little country church we used to sing one
of those old-timers that was written back in the days of "beefsteak"
theology.
"Brethren, we have met to worship and adore the Lord our God.
Won't you pray with all your power, while we try to preach the
Word? All is vain unless the Spirit of the Holy One comes down,
Brethren, pray and holy manna will be showered all around."
I would swap 500 anthems for the heartfelt singing of that old
one again. It literally says, "All is vain, unless the Spirit moves the
hearts." We are listening to everything and everybody today, except
the Holy Spirit. Like Ahab and Jehoshaphat we draw up our plans
and ask God to bless them, instead of asking God for the plans
originally. We decide what kind of service we want on Sunday
morning, and what kind of revival we want, and then we are
disappointed if we don't get that kind. We need to let God give us
His pattern from His holy mount. We like to keep the score and
expect the Holy Spirit to play the game. We expect God to sign on
our dotted line. But in reality, God isn't signing on anybody's little
dotted line. Are we so in love with our plans that we are unwilling
to bow to the Holy Spirit?
Would you be willing for revival to start in some other denomina21

tion besides yours, or across the railroad tracks instead of the First
Church, or in some other nation or some other race than yours? If it
broke out somewhere else would you be Christian enough to say,
"Lord, I hear of showers of blessing Thou art scattering full and free,
Showers the thirsty land refreshing, let some blessing fall on me.
Even me, even me,
Let some blessing fall on me."
Now, my friends, this comes around and sits on our own doorstep.
Have we ever bowed to the absolute sovereignity of the Holy Spirit?
Do I live to Him? Do I grieve Him? Do I quench Him? Do I regard
my body as His temple? Have I ever been filled with the Holy Spirit?
Would I rather miss a blessing than give up a prejudice? The Lord
said, "Without me ye can do nothing." Now, everything depends on
what you mean by "nothing." The trouble is that we can do a lot of
things without Him. We can preach, prophesy, do wonderful works,
build churches, add members, raise money, and be the biggest thing
in town, without Him. But without Him we can do nothing that is
acceptable or pleasing in His sight. "All is vain unless the Spirit of
the Holy One comes down." Without the Spirit, we will have only a
form of godliness without the power, a performance but not an
experience.
The Lord says a third thing in this verse, Revelation 2:7, "He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
Here we have: the churches, the Spirit, and now the listener. Six
times in the Gospels He said, "He that hath ears, let him hear." Six
times in Revelation He said, "He that hath an ear, let him hear." To
Laodicea, he declared, "If any man hear my voice." Notice how
narrow that is, "If anyone hear my voice, and open the door." It's as
broad as anybody in the church and it is as narrow as, "If any man
hears the voice and opens the door." Anybody can start a revival, but
very few people ever do.
Our Lord is standing outside the door today. It is the door of a
lukewarm church. He is not waiting for a committee to pass a resolu
tion. He never would get in the church if He waited for that. He is
waiting for someone, anyone, inside the church, with an ear for God,
to ask Him. I think sometimes that we spend too much time today
studying how to talk and how to speak. Maybe we ought to study how
to listen. After all, God gave us two ears to hear with and only one
mouth to talk with. We have ears, but hearing we hear not, the Lord
says. We bring them to church on Sunday, not able to leave them
home, but we don't hear. Oh, we may hear vocal sounds emanating
from the pulpit, but do we hear God?
Years ago I used to go to some of the old conferences. When the
service was over, I didn't want to speak to anybody. I wanted to go
22

home and talk to God. But now we come out of a meeting and the
first thing we hear is someone asking, "Well, how did you like him?"
"He that hath an ear, let him hear." This is a day of such pande
monium that it is almost impossible to hear. A friend of mine who
is a musician says that he wouldn't be surprised if the next generation
has to wear hearing aids entirely. We live in such a madhouse and
then we are so occupied with other things.
Two little girls were looking at that great picture of Christ at
the door. One asked the other, "Why don't they let Him in?" The
other said, "Maybe they're down in the basement and can't hear Him."
Are you down in the basement? Are you in the basement or up in
the attic of intellectualism, or watching T.V.? You don't hear Him.
He said, "I will come in and sup with him, (I will be his guest), and
he with Me. (He will be mine)." He is the guest who becomes the
host. It was that way at Cana when He was the guest at the wedding.
The wine gave out. He became the host. It was that way at Emmaus.
He was the guest. "Abide with us," they said, and then He began
to break bread and became the host.
He does come into our hearts when we trust Him, but He should
not remain there as the guest. I hope you don't have Him propped
up in a room somewhere, bringing Him out on Sunday. He ought to
be the host. Does He sit at the head of the table? Oh, I know the
mottoes we have on the wall, that Christ is the unseen guest here
and the silent listener to every conversation. But it must be more
than a motto. He's not just a guest. He must be in charge of everything.
He prepares a table for us, but He ought to be at the head of the table
as host. The church today needs to hear Him say, "He that hath an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."
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"MARKS OF GOD'S MINORITY"
The prophet Malachi was a faithful preacher to an indolent and
insolent generation. The theme of the book which bears the prophet's
name is found in the oft-recurring word "wherein." Every time
Malachi thundered against the sins of his day, the crowd answered,
"Wherein have we done this?" or "Wherein have we done that?
We're not such a bad people. You are just scolding us."
But there was another group in Malachi's day beside the "wherein
ers." And there are both groups today. We have the "wherein-ers" in
a Sunday congregation. Thank the Lord, however, we also have the
faithful souls that are spoken of in Malachi 3: 16; "Then they that
feared the Lord spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened,
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before him
for them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His name."
I hope you noticed from this verse that first their hearts were filled
with the fear of God.
Today, there seems to be no fear of God before the eyes of this
generation. Too many people think of God as a good-natured, grand
fatherly sort of being, bouncing children on His knee, and winking
at the wickedness of the sons of men. But, if the fear of God is the
beginning of wisdom, we haven't even learned our first lesson. We
ought to pass the time of our sojourning in fear.
The "wherein-ers" murmured in Malachi's time, and they do now,
too, if we preach about the same sins, ungratefulness, irreverence,
and of giving God the crumbs instead of the cake. People do these
things because they do not fear God. This is a reverential trust that
works out its salvation in fear and trembling.
Another characteristic of this remnant, ( and here is a good way
to check on whether you belong to the "wherein-ers" or the faithful
remnant), is that not only were their hearts filled with the fear of
God, but also their minds were fed on thoughts of God. They thought
upon His name. Their meditation was in the law of the Lord. How
much do we feed on Him today?
We are to consider Him and to feed on His Word daily. He said,
"Except ye eat my flesh, and drink my blood, ye have no life in you."
We sometimes say that something is "food for thought." The Word of
God is food for thought, and food for living, because our Christ is not
only our Saviour but also our sustenance. When the blood of the
Passover Lamb was sprinkled on the door post, the next thing they
did was to eat the flesh of the sacrifice. Today there are people who
claim to be under the blood, who trust the Saviour, but who do not
mention their sustenance. Do you feed upon Him? When we do,
not only are our hearts filled with the fear and thoughts of God, but
also our tongues will be dealing with the things of God.
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The Bible says, "They spake often one to another." That's the
communion of the saints. What a blessed thing it is to land in a
group of God's people after you have been out in the world for
several days. It is like returning home from a foreign land and getting
among people who speak the same language. Our fellowships are a
far cry from this. I wonder sometimes, when I come home in the fall
after I've been out to Bible meetings all summer, whether I've gathered
more grace or more gossip. It's pretty easy to accumulate quite a supply
of the gossip. You can tell what people are by what they talk about.
"What's in the well will come up in the bucket."
John Bunyan was started on his way to salvation by eaves-dropping
on some old ladies who were talking about the things of God. Would
anybody ever know how to be saved by eaves-dropping on you? Do
you ever talk enough about Jesus even when you don't think anybody
is listening? May I also remind you that there is a Divine eaves
dropper? This verse states that the Lord was. "They spake one to
another and the Lord hearkened and heard it." We Christians ought
to remember that there is a Divine eaves-dropper. I don't mean
that God is sneaking around listening to what we say, but He does
hear it, and our conversation ought always to be acceptable in His
sight. So far as this remnant was concerned, not only were their hearts
filled with the fear of God, but also their minds fed on thoughts of
God, their tongues were busy with the things of God, and their names
were written in the book of God. This is the aristocracy of heaven.
This is God's "Who's Who."
I love that blessed statement of our Lord in Revelation where He
tells us that His name shall be upon our foreheads. Your name is in
His book and His name is on your brow. What a combination! The
prophet Malachi tells us that He is coming one of these days to make
up His jewels. We are in the jewelry business. I heard of an old bishop
who was sitting on the train wrapped in solemn meditation when a
traveling salesman came in. Evidently the young man had just read
"How to Lose Friends and Alienate People." He sat down beside the
bishop, engaging him in conversation. He had a peppy sort of
approach, and began by saying, "I'm a traveling man, sir!" The bishop
reflected that we are all pilgrims and sojourners and he said, "So am
I." The salesman rejoined, "I'm in the jewelry business." The bishop
reflected that we are helping God to gather jewels, and said, "Well,
that's interesting, so am I." And the young man said, "I'm in partner
ship with my father." The bishop reflected further, and said, "Well,
this proves more interesting, so am I." Then the salesman said, "Oh,
boy, am I ever anxious to get home and turn in a good report." The
old bishop said, "Shake, brother, so am I." It's a wonderful thing to
be in the jewelry business with God. We're going to turn in a report
one of these days. Some folks will have much to report.
During this day of confusion when the outlook is dark, thank God
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for the faithful few. Malachi ends on sort of a dark note except for
that radiant picture of the Lord's return. We're living in the end of
another age today. We ought to exhort one another as we see that day
approaching, because we are about to turn another page. In this
day of the "wherein-ers," when you listen to preaching and you are
inclined sometimes to be resentful and cynical, you had better examine
your heart and get into the right category. Most of Malachi's listeners
belonged to the "wherein-ers." But what about you? Is your heart
filled with a fear of God? Do you feed your mind on thoughts of
God? You can tell a lot about a man by the use of his tongue. I grew
up in the country where we had an old-fashioned country doctor. No
matter what was the trouble, no matter whether it was dandruff or
fallen arches, the old doctor always started by taking a spoon, placing
it on the tongue and taking a look at it. That was the index to our
physical condition.
Is your name in the book of God so that one day His name will be
upon your brow?
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"THIS IS THE CRISIS"
While John 3: 16 may be a familiar verse to all of us, there is one
that follows it which we need to learn. John 3:19 tells us, "This is
the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil." The word
translated "condemnation" is the word from which we get our word
"crisis." The two are synonymous. Jesus Christ precipitated a crisis
when He came into this world. The appearance of Jesus Christ consti
tutes a crisis in the world and compels men, by the very nature of
things, to come to the Light or to abide in darkness. The Saviour is
the Light of the world, and ever since He came to this earth, He has
been showing us up for what we really are.
Do you remember walking across a field on a sunny day and
turning over a large stone. What happened? Why, the moment the
light struck the ground beneath it, all the creeping and crawling
things began hurrying and scurrying for cover. That is just exactly
what happens to our sinful hearts. There is an uneasiness when we
face up to the light of Christ. When you come into a dark cellar with
no light at all, you don't realize what is inside until the light comes
in. Then you see the lizards, the toads, the spiders and the vermin
because the light has revealed them. Often people are complacent about
their condition until they face the light. That explains why some
people don't like to go to some churches. They don't like to go to
Bible-believing fellowships because the light is turned on, the gospel
is preached, and they must squirm for they do not like to face up
to their real condition.
Many years ago I had a little church to which an ungodly man
brought his wife each Sunday evening. She was a good Christian. He,
however, stayed outside in the automobile. (He sat out there in the
dark in more ways than one.) I thought about this verse many times
in connection with him. He was living in the dark and he didn't want
the light turned on. She walking in the light and wanted all of the
illumination she could get. I have never had any criticism about plain
preaching from any man or woman who is endeavoring to walk in
the light for they want more of it. But I do get complaints from some
people who are walking in the dark and who don't want to face the
light.
One translation of this 19th verse of John 3 reads, "It is because
their actions are evil, for anyone whose practices are corrupt loathes
the light and will not come into it in case his actions are exposed."
This divine light shows not only in the Saviour, but also in the
Scriptures. "The entrance of Thy word giveth light." "Thy Word is
a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path." Once again this
explains why some people don't like to hear straight preaching from
the Word of God. Paul said to Timothy, "The time will come when
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they can't take it, when they won't welcome sound doctrine; they
want somebody to stand up and say, 'This is my humble opinion,'
instead of, 'Thus saith the Lord.'"
I hear it said, "Feed them and they will come." That is certainly
true of Christians if they really love the Lord. But you were not
born into this world with an appetite for the Word of God. It is a
new appetite. If you walk in the light, you love the Scriptures. The
light of God's Word is not given you to look at, but to walk in. The
sun was not given to us to look at. The very thing that gives you light
will also blind you if it is misused. Some people are blind today
because they've never had the light, and some are blind because they've
had too much. They had a head knowledge of the Bible; they have
even studied it, but they they have never walked in the light of it.
This light shines not only in the Saviour and in the Scriptures; it
also shines in the saints. "Ye are the light of the world," the Lord
said. This explains why the world does not relish the company of
God's people. (That is not the only reason, however; there may be
other reasons why some people don't like your company.) How many
times have you found that in a gathering, as long as you talked about
everything else, conversation moved along. The moment you began
speaking about the things of God, however, there was that shy look
in the eyes, that furtive expression; some moved away and conversa
tion languished. Do you know why? Simply because the light was
turned on and all the creeping things were hurrying for cover. "If
we walk in the light as He is in the light we have fellowship with
one another," but there is no fellowship between light and darkness.
You needn't expect to be popular with darkness if you walk in the
light.
The world hated Christ. It is His light they do not like to face.
If you are going to be a "hail fellow well met" and popular with
that crowd today, you will have to dim your light. The Bible says,
"Let your light so shine before men;" don't blight it, let it be a glow.
You will discover that some folks will squirm. But again, the Bible
says that we are to have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather expose them. Turn the light on by so living that
our lives make theirs stand out in contrast.
Now, of course, men don't like the light because their deeds are
evil. They will give you reasons why thy don't come to church. You
know what an excuse is: it's the skin of a reason stuffed with a lie.
They will say they don't have time to read the Bible because they
can't understand it. Of course, they will never understand it until they
take time to read it. Then they say, "Well, I don't have to go to
church to worship God; I can worship God outdoors. I can worship
God out on the golf course." I have never found one yet worshipping
God out there, playing "cow pasture pool," pushing a white ball
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around over a landscape. Did you ever see anybody worshipping God
out doors like that? They shun the fellowship of God's people.
Now, beloved, we need the light turned on today. What was it
that brought conviction to the woman at Jacob's well? Jesus talked
about where the best place to worship was. That's a good question,
but that didn't do it. He talked about the Water of Life; that's a good
subject, too, but it was when he said, "Go call thy husband," that she
said, "You must be a prophet." Then she went forth and said, "Come
and see a man that told me," not about the Water of Life, not about
where to worship, "Come and see a man that who told me all the
things that ever I did. Is not this the Christ?" It is the mark of Christ
to make people face up to the light. This is the crisis.
We talk about crises today. The real crisis is Jesus Christ, a crisis
past, a crisis present, and a crisis to come because He's coming back
again. The crisis of this age is simply that Jesus Christ has come, and
that the light is shining abroad. He is coming again and your life
must be "squared up" in the light of Him. The only way to hide from
God is to hide in God. "In the secret of His presence, how my soul
delights to hide." Prepare for judgment, therefore, by coming to
terms with the Judge. There is an ample provision made for you in
the death of His Son, Jesus Christ, on Calvary's cross.
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"WHEN GOD BREAKS THROUGH"
Listen to the voice of the prophet, Isaiah, pleading for divine
visitation, "Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest
come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence"
(Isaiah 64:1). Isaiah was a faithful preacher during a time when the
nation was going to pieces. The people were trying to stave off disaster
by alliance here and there, but Isaiah stood his ground and declared
that all their schemes would crack up in defeat unless they turned
to God. The prophet looked around at the condition of the country
and then looked back to remember the days of old. He said, "When
thou didst terrible things which we looked not for, thou earnest down,
the mountains flowed down at thy presence" (Isaiah 64:3).
God's manifestations at Sinai with Moses, with Joshua, Gideon,
and David, were when Israel walked in power. The prophet
says in effect, "Lord, do it again." He uses three reasons in telling the
people why God is not coming down in power. These same reasons
hold true today. The first reason that is given is our sins. One reason
why God is not visiting us in revival today is our sinfulness. Rarely
do you hear people say, as David did, "Against thee, only, have I
sinned." I used to wonder why David said that. I thought he had
sinned against just about everybody, including Uriah, Bathsheba,
the nation and himself. But David had a proper concept of sin. He
regarded it as something against God first and foremost. We don't
hear much of that today. We need to face, first of all, our own sins
as Christians. "To him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to
him it is sin." That should be enough to put us on our knees. There
are sins of omission, sins of commission, sins of disposition and doubtful
things. These are not just our mistakes, not just our blunders, not
just our imperfection, but our sins. We have not only our sinful
natures, but also our sinful deeds. God is not breaking through
because we have sinned and have not repented.
The second reason why God is not breaking through is because
we are all as an unclean thing. "All our righteousnesses are as filthy
rags." Our sins, our self-made righteousness, is less than nothing.
The Bible says our righteousnesses are as filthy rags, rags, because they
don't cover us, and filthy, because they only defile us. We have so much
self-righteousness that we are too good to have a revival. The Laodi
ceans were in that same awful state. They were rich and increased
with goods; they had need of nothing. But there is such a thing as
good that is not enough. Our Lord said, "Except your righteousness
exceed that of the scribes and the Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter
into the kingdom of heaven." But, how good were they? I believe
the were plenty good. Do you know what a church full of Pharisees
today would be like? Why, everybody would go to church; everybody
would read the Bible; everybody would pray in public; everybody
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would be separated; everybody would give a tithe; everybody would
try to win other folks to their belief; and everybody would be lost!
That's how good you can be and not be good enough. We need another
kind of righteousness. This other righteousness is the implanted, the
imported, and the imputed righteousness of Christ.
I'm especially concerned about the third reason why God isn't
visiting us today with a great manifestation of His power. Notice
Isaiah 64:7, "There is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth
up himself to take hold of thee." Now, telescope that statement a little
bit and you have this, "There is none that stirreth up himself to
take hold of God." We're living in a tired age today. Everybody is
tired. I'm glad the Lord faileth not, neither is weary, because every
body else is "tuckered out" today. Look at all of these labor-saving
devices. Our grandmothers could bring up a dozen children and still
have time to pray and read the Bible, but by the time you have turned
on and turned off these labor-saving gadgets for a whole day, you are
a wreck. We go to bed tired. We get up tired physically, mentally,
spiritually. It seems a deep sleep has descended upon us and the
the devil has chloroformed the atmosphere. We go through all the
motions. Sometimes church work is just glorified self-exaltation. We
are walking in our sleep. No wonder the Bible says, "Awake thou that
sleepest, arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light."
"Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knoweldge of God: I speak this to your shame." Our Lord said
in the garden, "Sleep on now." We have a lot of folk today who are
obeying just that much of what He said. They're still sleeping. But,
the next thing he said was, "Rise, let us be going." Now, it says here
in Isaiah: "There is none that stirreth up himself to take hold of God."
Understand, please, that it doesn't say, "There is none that stirreth up
himself," period. There has never been a time when the church was
stirring up itself more than it is now. We've never had more rattle
snakes than we have now. But so much of all this activity does not
get hold of God. We read the Bible, we pray, we go to church, and
these things are a means to an end. So often, however, they stop
right there. Our Lord's accusation at Sardis was simply this, "I have
not found thy works perfect before God" [fulfilled in the sight of
God] (Rev. 3:2). Oh, they were doing a lot of good things, and they
were as busy as could be. They were doing more and more, however,
of less and less. These people were not getting through to God.
We have a lot of dear folk, today, who are either in a state of
cholera morbus or St. Vitus's dance. The thing for us to do is to get
going for God. Faith has no value in itself unless it connects you with
God. The Bible is constantly trying to wake us up. "Stir up the gift
of God." "Break up your fallow ground." "Gird up the loins of your
mind." We need to take ourselves by the nape of the neck and make
ourselves do the thing we know we ought to do, whether we feel like
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it or not. Sometime ago I woke up in the middle of the night. The
weather had changed and I was cold. There was a good blanket at
the foot of the bed, but I was so sleepy I never did get myself together
enough to apply the remedy. I went around with a "crick" in my neck
for several days. A lot of people know what the trouble is, and they
know where the remedy is, but they never stir up themselves to take
hold of God. Some people are waiting for a lovely feeling to come.
Sam Jones used to say, "If I went out to chop wood and you found
me out there sitting with my axe on my knees, and not a chip in sight,
you could well ask, 'What are you waiting for?' What would you
think if I said, 'Well, I'm waiting until I work up a sweat. When I do
that, I want to chop wood.'"
A lot of dear people are waiting for a lovely feeling. You have
a Bible there; read it. Pray whether you feel like it or not. Go to
God's house to pray. March yourself to the place where prayer is
wont to be made. Get one foot in front of the other and walk down
that church aisle and do the thing you ought to do. "There is none
that stirreth up himself to take hold of God." These things in the
church today hinder the visitation of God. Our sinfulness, our self
righteousness and our sluggishness hinder the ministry of the Spirit.
Whatever your trouble is, apply the means of grace and do something
about it. God will visit you. He will do it again!

