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2 Corinthians

Part One

G. Michael Cocoris

Introduction

In the book of 2 Corinthians we find the apostle Paul writing to a
church that has had some failures and some triumphs, a church that loves
one another and yet has had a few skirmishes in the congregation, a church
made up of born again believers who still have some significant flaws to
deal with - in other words a church like any church in America today.
The beauty of this book is that in it we find so much priceless advice
and wisdom dealing with the bread and butter business of being a
Christian and being part of a church. It is my prayer that as we study
Paul's letter, God will enable us to apply its wonderful, practical princi
ples to our own lives and to the part we play in our own churches.

G. Michael Cocoris

Lesson 1

Why Does God Allow Me to Suffer?
2 Corinthians 1:3-11
#25081

THINK ABOUT IT
"To have suffered much is like knowing many languages:
it gives the sufferer access to many more people."
-Michael Cocoris

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Have you ever asked, why does God allow me to suffer? Have you
ever experienced a trial and wondered why God permitted it? Have you
ever experienced the untimely death of a spouse or a child, a divorce you
didn't foresee, a bankruptcy you couldn't prevent, a layoff at work, a
severe physical illness? In the midst of your trial, did you ever ask, why
does God allow His children to suffer such things?
Paul was no stranger to suffering. In fact, he received severe criti
cism from the church at Corinth which he founded. In response to the
criticism he wrote them a letter, a letter we call 2 Corinthians, and he
begins that letter by explaining why God allowed him to suffer.

I.

As God Comforts Me, I Can Comfort Others (1:3-7)

A.

Praise for God's Comfort (1:3-4a)

Paul begins with a declaration of praise: "Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all
comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation" (1:3-4a). The word
"blessed," used only of God in the New Testament, expresses gratitude,
adoration, veneration and praise. The Greek word translated "tribula
tion" means "pressure."
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B.

God Comforts Us So We Can Comfort Others (1:4)
In all, that is, every kind of tribulation, God comforted Paul and Titus.
He comforts "that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble,
with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God" (1:4).
Experiencing God's comfort is never an end to itself; it equips us to comfort
others. No one can communicate comfort who has not been comforted.
Paul's Comfort Equals His Suffering (1:5)
Paul explains, "For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our
consolation also abounds through Christ" (1 :5). Those who follow Him
experience the same sufferings Christ did. This is not, of course, Christ
suffering for sin but rather Christ suffering as God's servant. Paul says
these sufferings of service abounded in his life as well, but he quickly
adds that consolation, which is the same Greek word rendered "comfort"
in verses 3 and 4, also abounds in Christ. The comfort and encourage
ment God gave through Christ equaled the sufferings Paul experienced
in the service of Christ. Suffering because of sin does not result in
comfort from God. Suffering which is the result of service does.

C.

D. Your Consolation is Equal to Your Suffering (1 :6-7)
Paul adds, "Now if we are afflicted, it is for your consolation and
salvation, which is effective for enduring the same sufferings which we
also suffer." In this verse, Paul contemplates affliction and comfort and
concludes that both are for consolation and salvation.
"And our hope for you is steadfast, because we know that as you are
partakers of the sufferings, so also you will partake of the consolation"
(1:7). Paul knows from his own experience that as they partake of suffer
ing they will also be comforted. Paul is not saying he received comfort and
therefore he will be the one to comfort them. He is saying they will receive
comfort from the same source he did, namely, from God through Christ.
Clearly, the main point of verses 3-7 is bless God for His comfort and
encouragement in the midst of trial and tribulation, affliction and adversi
ty, suffering and setbacks. He comforts us so we can comfort others.

II.
A.

Thank God For Deliverance Through Prayer (1:8-11)

Paul Was Afflicted (1 :8-9)
Paul wanted the Corinthians to know about the trouble he had experi
enced in Asia and how he triumphed over it by trusting the Lord. It is gener
ally assumed that the trouble was the uproar stirred up against him by
Demetrius, the silversmith (cf. Acts 19:23-41; cf. also 1 Cor. 15:3 1, 32). Paul
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wants them to know the ordeal was an excessive burden to him. The burden
was so great that without divine intervention he had no hope of survival.

B.

God Allowed Paul's Affliction so Paul Would Learn to Trust Him

(1:9-10)
As Paul faced this situation, it was as if an imperial edict of death
had been issued. In facing death Paul learned the futility of trusting in
himself. This time he was utterly helpless. He had no choice but to
abandon all self confidence. At that point he had to trust the Lord, which
is exactly what God wanted to teach him.
Paul called what happened to him "so great a death." As far as he
was concerned he was as good as dead. But the God in whom he was to
trust was a God who raises the dead. Paul declares that God delivered
him on that occasion and was continuing to deliver him, and he was
confident He would do so again in the future.

C.

God Delivers When Believers Pray (1 :11)

Paul adds, "You also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks
may be given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us
through many" ( 1:11 ). The Corinthians were part of the process of Paul's
deliverance. God delivered Paul as he trusted the Lord and they prayed.
God has a purpose in believers praying for one another. Through
collective prayer God grants the gift of deliverance. If believers are
praying together and praising together they will be unified. Prayer for
Paul's "so great a death" and praise for his rescue and resurrection
united the Corinthians to him.

Conclusion
God allows suffering to teach us to trust Him, not ourselves, and to
train us to encourage others and to thank Him together. This passage is
primarily a hymn of praise. It begins with "Blessed be the God" (1:3)
and ends with many thanking God for what He has done. So, while
there are several lessons to be learned from this passage, the greatest is
that we are to learn to praise God in the midst of suffering.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Recall the greatest suffering you have experienced because of
your service to Christ. How did God use that suffering to teach you?
2. How could Paul's lesson in 2 Corinthians 1:3-1 1 help you to
minister to someone who is suffering in God's service?

8

Why Does God Allow Me to Suffer?

3. What suffering are you undergoing now? What steps can you
take to learn to praise God in the midst of that suffering?

Lesson 2

When a Preacher's Integrity
is Questioned
2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4
#25082

THINK ABOUT IT
"An evil soul producing holy witness
Is like a villain with a smiling cheek
A goodly apple rotten at the heart:
Oh what a goodly outside falsehood hath!"
- William Shakespeare

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
When the TV evangelist scandals of the 1980s were being paraded in
the paper and on the evening news the integrity of all preachers and
Christians began to be questioned. Have you ever known of a pastor or
parent or peer who claimed to be a Christian yet did something that made
you doubt their integrity and the integrity of the message they claimed to
believe?
The apostle Paul was in a situation like this. He founded a church in
Corinth and left it eighteen months later. As a result of a reported divi
sion within the church and a request from the congregation to answer a
number of questions, Paul wrote 1 Corinthians. In it he promised to
come back to Corinth, but later changed his plans. Consequently, some
questioned his sincerity. 2 Corinthians 1:12-2:4 is his response to them.

I.

Declaration: Paul was a Man of Integrity and Others
Acknowledged It (1:12-14)

A. Paul's Conscience and Conduct Testified that He was a Man of
Integrity (1:12)
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Paul begins by declaring his integrity: "For our boasting is this: the
testimony of our conscience that we conducted ourselves in the world in
simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom but by the grace
of God, and more abundantly toward you" ( 1: 12). Paul did not have
double motives. His simple and single motivation was to serve the Lord.
To state the same thing another way, he had not lived by "fleshly
wisdom but by the grace of God." " Fleshly wisdom" is the kind of
wisdom that does what is "wise" for the flesh, in other words, self inter
est. Paul lived by the grace of God, not by his wisdom but by God's
wisdom, not by his strength but by God's power (verse 9), not for himself
but for the Lord. Paul's character was evident to all who knew him but it
was more abundantly apparent to the Corinthians. He spent eighteen
months living and working among them.

B.

Paul's Letters Exhibit His Integrity (1:13)
Evidently, Paul had been accused of being insincere in his letters, of
writing one thing but being another (cf. 10: 10). Therefore, he explains:
"For we are not writing any other things to you than what you read or
understand" (1:13). He did not write one thing and mean another. They
did not have to "read between the lines."

C. Paul's Integrity Would be Manifested at the Judgment Seat of Christ
(1:14)
Paul adds, "Now I trust you will understand, even to the end (as also
you have understood us in the past), that we are your boast as you also
are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus" (1:13-14). They had a part in his
life and ministry by virtue of their prayers for him (vs. 11) and they will
be rewarded for it at the judgment seat of Christ. He will be rewarded
also, which is another indication of his integrity.
So why did Paul break his promise?
II. Defense: Paul Intended To Come (1:15-17)

A.

Paul Planned to Return (1:15-16)
Paul declared his integrity because it was being questioned. In
1 Corinthians he announced that he would visit them en route to
Macedonia (1 Corinthians 16:5-7), but he changed his plans and did not
come to Corinth. Thus he was being accused of being careless or acting
with "fleshly wisdom" (1: 12, 17). So now Paul defends his itinerary by
explaining, "And in this confidence I intended to come to you before,
that you might have a second benefit-to pass by way of you to
Macedonia, to come agam from Macedonia to you, and be helped by you
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on my way to Judea" (1:15-16). With the confidence that he would be
their g lory in the day of the Lord Jesus, Paul had planned to visit them.
1 Corinthians 16:5-7 says Paul had planned to go to Corinth through
Macedonia (verse 5) and spend some time there (verse 6) provided, of
course, the Lord permitted him (verse 7). In 2 Corinthians 1, however,
Paul says he planned a double visit, one on the way to Macedonia and
another upon leaving Macedonia. Apparently, after he wrote I
Corinthians he changed his plans.

B.

Paul did not Return as Planned (1 :15)
But Paul did not go to Corinth as planned (cf. 1:23). Did that mean
he made these plans flippantly or that he was fickle? He was being
accused of those weaknesses, so he addressed these very questions:
"Therefore, when I was planning this, did I do it lightly? Or the things I
plan, do I plan according to the flesh, that with me there should be Yes,
Yes, and No, No?" (1:17). The Greek text indicates that these questions
expect a negative answer. At this point, Paul does not explain why he
didn't go to Corinth as planned. He does that later (cf. 1:23). First he
addresses another issue.
III. Digression: Paul's Preaching was Trustworthy (1:18-22)

A.

Paul's Preaching was True and Trustworthy (1:18-22)
If Paul's personal integrity was in doubt then what about his public
preaching? Paul addresses that issue saying, "But as God is faithful, our
word to you was not Yes and No" (1: 18). The word rendered "faithful"
means "trustworthy," "dependable." The phrase "our word to you" is not
a reference to Paul's personal word, but to his preaching (cf. 1: 19). In
other words, Paul is saying God is dependable; He can be trusted.
Therefore, our preaching, which comes from Him, is not inconsis
tent, ambiguous or undependable. There is no inconsistency or contra
diction in Christ.
B.

God Confirms Us in Christ and Gives Us the Holy Spirit (1 :17-22)
Paul adds, "Now He who established us with you in Christ and has
anointed us is God, who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our
hearts as a deposit" (1:21-22). These verses describe God's work in
establishing and sealing.
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IV. Defense: Paul did not Come for Their Benefit and His (1:23-2:4)
A.

By not Returning, Paul Spared Them (1 :23-24)

After the digression of verses 18-22 Paul returns to the subject of the
change in his travel plans. Paul calls the God who confirms us in Christ
as a witness to the truth of what he is about to say. He changed his plans
for their sake! Had he come he would have come with a rod (1 Cor.
4:21). To spare them the pain of correction and give them an opportunity
to correct themselves, he didn't come as planned.
However, by saying he didn't come to Corinth for their sake he
could have been misunderstood to be claiming that he had the right to
rule them, so he clarifes. Paul acknowledges that neither he nor his
fellow workers have dominion or dictatorial power over them. Not even
an apostle has absolute authority over others.
Paul was thinking of them. Their faith and joy were his concern.
B.

By not Returning, Paul Spared His Own Sorrow (2 :1-4)

There was a second reason Paul changed his plans: "But I determined
this within myself, that I would not come again to you in sorrow" (2: 1).
Some say this verse indicates Paul visited Corinth "in sorrow" and
since his first visit was not "in sorrow" he must have been there twice. Such
a conclusion is not necessarily implied by the text. Paul is simply saying
that he did not want to come to Corinth again - this time "in sorrow."
He explains, "For if I make you sorrowful, then who is he who
makes me glad but the one who is made sorrowful by me?" (2:2). Paul
decided not to come "in sorrow" because if he made them sorrowful he
would not be happy himself!
What Paul is saying is not new, "And I wrote this very thing to you
lest, when I came, I should have sorrow over those from whom I ought to
have joy, having confidence in you all that my joy is the joy of you all"
(2:3). He wrote them about the item causing pain so that they would
resolve it and there would be no sorrow when he came. After all, his
visit ought to be an occasion of joy. What would make him happy would
also make them happy, mainly, their obedience.
To what letter does Paul refer in verse three? Some take the state
ment "I wrote" as a reference to this letter, that is, "I am writing." The
traditional view is that Paul has l Corinthians in mind. Some modern
commentators believe the reference is to a letter written between our 1
and 2 Corinthians which is either lost or incorporated into 2 Corinthians
as chapters 10-13. The traditional view is no doubt the correct one.
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Then, how can one who claims to be a worker for their joy (1:24)
write a letter that he knew would make them sorrowful? Writing as he
did was not fun for him nor was his purpose to cause them grief. He
deeply loved them and therefore their disobedience broke his heart.

Conclusion
When a messenger's integrity is questioned to the point that his
message is doubted, he should give a reasonable explanation of himself.
Perceived inconsistency is probably unavoidable. If you doubt a messen
ger's integrity ask him about the situation. He should be able to give a
reasonable answer for his conduct as Paul did.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Why did the Corinthians question Paul's integrity? What does
that imply about how careful we must be in our actions as ambassadors
of Christ?
2. In his dealings with the Corinthians, Paul did not lord it over
them. Why is humility so important in ministry?
3. Think of some of the people with whom you wish to share
the gospel. How can you demonstrate to them that you practice
what you preach?

Lesson 3

Beware of Doing Too Much
2 Corinthians 2:5-11
#25083

THINK ABOUT IT
"Discipline which is so inflexible as to leave no place for repen
tance and reconciliation has ceased to be truly Christian.... The
Christian who falls into sin, however deplorable his sin may be,
may still look to Jesus Christ, the righteous, as his advocate with
the Father."
-PE. Hughes

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE

I.

A Sinning Believer Grieved the Church (2 Cor. 2:5)

A. The Incestuous Believer Caused Grief (2:5)
In the opening verses of 2 Corinthians 2, Paul spoke of his great
anguish over the church at Corinth (cf. 2: 1-4 especially verse 4). Now
he writes "But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but all
of you to some extent-not to be too severe" (2:5). In the Greek text the
word "if" indicates a condition that is assumed to be true. Someone in
the church at Corinth did cause grief, but who?
There are two views concerning the offender: (1) He is the incestuous
man of 1 Corinthinans 5. and (2) He is an individual who wronged Paul
himself by his rude and disagreeable conduct. The first of these two is the
traditional view, which was virtually universally held until modem times.
Paul plainly says this person did not grieve him, but rather "all of you."
B.

The Incestuous Believer Caused Grief to the Church
The Corinthians had disciplined this man (2:6- 11). The incestuous
brother then is the one who caused anguish, pain and distress. But, as
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Paul explains, the sinning brother had not offended him personally. He
had offended and grieved the whole church!
The Bible teaches that churches should practice discipline for
outward overt sin (cf. 1 Corinthians 5:9-13). Such sin is a blight on the
entire congregation.
II. The Sinning Believer had been Sufficiently Disciplined (2:6)

A.

The Incestuous Believer had been Disciplined (2:6)
In 1 Corinthians 5, Paul had instructed the Corinthian congregation to
discipline the incestuous believer. Now he writes, "This punishment which
is inflicted by the majority is sufficient for such a man" (2:6). The Greek
word rendered "majority" means "much" or "many." It is being used here
of either: (1) The congregation as a whole, or (2) The majority of the
congregation, implying that a small group dissented. Whether or not there
was a dissenting minority, the Corinthian congregation followed Paul's
instruction of 1 Corinthians 5, and disciplined the incestuous brother.
Discipline consists of not socializing with that person (cf. 1 Corin
thians 5:11, 13, 2 Thessalonians 3:6, 14-15).
B.

The Discipline was Sufficient
It worked! The sinning believer repented. Thus Paul says the punish
ment was sufficient. What they did satisfied the requirements of the case.
Nothing more needed to be done. The purpose of church discipline is repen
tance and restoration. The man had repented. Now he should be restored.

III. Forgive the Repentant Sinner Lest More Damage be Done (2:7-11)
Forgive Him (2 :7-9)
Since the sinning believer had repented, rather than continue the
discipline, the result ought to be forgiveness and encouragement.
Now that the man has repented, if they did not forgive him he could
be "swallowed up with too much sorrow." Without restoration and
reconciliation with the congregation, this believer could be consumed
with grief, driven to despair and thus destroyed . Therefore, Paul
concludes that they should "reaffirm" their love for him. This implies an
official resolution, readmitting the repentant offender to their fellowship.
They are to at least forgive, encourage and love him.
Paul explains "For to this end I also wrote that I might put you to the
test that whether you are obedient in all things" (2:9). In other words
they should ratify their love for him because the purpose for which Paul
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wrote to them had been accomplished. Paul wrote 1 Corinthians to test
them. The test was to see if they would be obedient in all things.
Paul assures them that if they had forgiven the offender, so had he.
As he explains, he has already forgiven the sin and the person who did it.
Before the Lord, he forgave that individual for the sake of the congrega
tion. His forgiveness of the offender was for the benefit of the church.

B.

Lest More Damage be Done (2:10-11 )
Had they not forgiven, more damage would have been done. Satan
would have taken advantage of them. The Greek word translated "take
advantage" means "to cheat, defraud." Satan would cheat us out of the
valuable spiritual experience of forgiveness. As Paul says, "we are not
ignorant of his devices." The word rendered "devices" means "thought,
mind, purpose, design." His purpose is to keep us from being Christ-like,
and he would even use church discipline to accompl ish that end.
The believer should not be ignorant of Satan's devices. Satan blinds
the minds of unbelievers (2 Cor. 4:4) and plucks the Word of God from
their hearts (Matt. 13: 19). He puts doubt in people's minds about the
Word of God and denies the goodness of God (Gen. 3: 1, 4, 5).
Conclusion
When a disciplined believer repents, we should forgive him and love
him lest more damage be done to him and ourselves. There are two
extremes in church discipline. The Corinth ians went from one extreme to
the other. First, they did not discipline at all (1 Cor. 5). Then when they
did discipline, they did not want to forgive the offender when he repented
(2 Corinthians 2). Avoid the extremes of too little and too much.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. One of the extremes in Church discipline is not to discipline at
all. Why is it often easier for Christians to ignore sin rather than confront
it? How can we overcome this tendency?
2. The other extreme in Church discipline is not to forgive the
Christian who has sincerely repented. How can we learn to overcome the
pain and personal offence a s inning Christian has inflicted upon us, so
that we can honestly forgive him?
3. If we refuse to forgive an offending brother when he sins, how
might Satan exploit the situation to harm both us and our brother?
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Lesson 4

The Trials and Triumphs of Service
2 Corinthians 2:12-17
#25084

THINK ABOUT IT
"Without ministry there are trials and personal triumphs. With
ministry you experience God leading you in a triumphant
processional. Share Christ and share His victory."
-Michael Cocoris

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
There are many phonies and fakes in the ministry, and people want to
be sure their minister is sincere. On at least one occasion Paul answered
the doubts and questions people had about him by relating his experience
as a man in the ministry. His experience is common to all ministers.

1.

Love For People Causes Anxiety (2:12-13)

A.

Paul had an Opportunity to Evangelize at Troas (2:12)
In 2 Corinthians 2:4, Paul wrote, "For out of much affliction and
anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many tears, not that you should be
grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so abundantly for
you."
It is necessary to piece together what happened between the writing
of 1 and 2 Corinthians in order to understand these two verses. Does this
passage refer to 1 Corinthians or some other letter? Did Paul make a
visit to Corinth between 1 and 2 Corinthians? Who was the offender?
What happened between the writing of 1 and 2 Corinthians?
At some point Paul sent Timothy on a trip that was to include
Corinth (1 Cor. 4: 17, 6:10). Later, he evidently sent Titus directly to
Corinth (2 Cor. 2: 13). Paul then left Ephesus himself and traveled to
Troas. When he got to Troas, he had an opportunity to evangelize. In
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other words, there was not a letter or brief "painful" visit between the
writing of 1 Corinthians and the writing of 2 Corinthians.
Paul came to Troas to preach the good news about Christ and the
Lord gave him an open door to do it.
B. Because of His Concern for the Corinthians, Paul Left Troas and
Went to Macedonia (2:13)
Even though he had a great opportunity to evangelize in Troas, Paul
says "I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus my brother;
but taking my leave of them, I departed for Macedonia" (2: 13). The
Greek word rendered "rest" means "rest, relaxation, relief." There was
tension inside him. He was "uptight." He had no peace of mind. The
reason for his anxiety was that he did not find Titus at Troas.
Apparently, he had sent Titus to Corinth and told him to come back
through Macedonia and Troas on his return to Ephesus. He expected to
find Titus at Troas, but he was not there. The apprehension was not over
Titus. He was deeply concerned about the Corinthians. He was so
concerned that he left a great opportunity to evangelize and went to
Macedonia looking for Titus so he could get news about Corinth.
The point Paul is making is that he dearly, deeply loved them
(cf. 2:4). He loved them so much he left an unfinished work at Troas just
to find someone who could tell him how they were doing.

II. Ministering Christ Out of Godly Sincerity Produces Praise for
the Privilege of Ministry (2:14-17)
A.

Paul Thanked God for the Privilege of Sharing in the Triumph of
God's Son (2:14a)
Spontaneously, Paul burst forth with a hymn of praise which
becomes an extended digression. Paul does not resume the narrative of
his trip to Macedonia and his meeting with Titus until chapter 7 verse 5.
Obviously, at this point, he either met Titus or remembered the
experience of finally seeing Titus again. It was no doubt the report of
Titus concerning the spiritual state of the Corinthians that caused Paul
to praise God.
Paul exclaims, "Now thanks be to God who always leads us in
triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge
in every place" (2: 14). Using the graphic metaphor of the Roman
triumphal processional, Paul praises God. When a Roman general was
victorious in battle, he led his army and the captives in a parade down the
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main street with a multitude of people looking on. God is the General
who has conquered. Paul is one of His officers following in His train.

B. Paul Shared in the Triumph by Making Christ Known (2:14b)
In the Roman triumphal processional, the priest carried censers that
gave forth a fragrance. Everywhere Paul went he, like that priest,
released the fragrance of Christ.
C.

Paul was an Aroma oflife and Death (2:15-16)
Changing the metaphor slightly, Paul explains further his part in the
triumph of Christ. He writes, "For we are to God the fragrance of Christ
among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing"
(2: 15). In verse 14 the fragrance is the knowledge of Christ. In verse 15
the fragrance is Paul. Actually there is only a slight difference between
the two statements.
Through Paul and others who preach the gospel (cf. "through us"
v. 14) people come to know Christ. The fragrance of Christ is:
(1) To God, (2) among those being saved and (3) among those perish
ing. Those who spread the gospel are fragrance to God. In other words,
the preaching of Christ is well-pleasing to God. But, how is it that the
gospel is a fragrance to saved and perishing men?
Paul goes on to explain "To the one we are the aroma of death
leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life" (2:16).
The fragrance of Christ in the gospel is a deadly perfume to unbelievers
and a vital fragrance to believers
D. Paul was Sufficient for Such Responsibility Because of his Godly
Sincerity (2:16-17)
Contemplating the awesomeness of preaching the gospel, Paul asks,
"And who is sufficient for these things?" (2:16). Who is sufficient for the
responsibility of preaching the gospel, which could be fatal to some who
comes in contact with it? Who is competent to proclaim a message that
will result in eternal life or eternal death? Paul explains the answer, "For
we are not, as so many, peddling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but
as from God, we speak in the sight of God in Christ" (2: 17).
Paul was sufficient because he was sincere, meaning pure in motive.
God was not only the source of Paul's message, but the witness of it as
well. In short, his sufficiency was of God (II Cor. 3:5). Those who
preach mindful of money are not sufficient to handle the gospel. Only
those who have godly sincerity are sufficient for that grave responsibility.
We must be heralds, not hucksters; proclaimers, not peddlers; revealers of
Christ, not retailers of religion.
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Conclusion
Though concern for people can cause great anxiety, ministering
Christ out of love and godly sincerity produces praise to God for the priv
ilege of ministering.
Guy King tells of waiting at a station for a train from London.
While he was waiting another train arrived and a soccer team got off.
The people at the station waiting for the team didn't know if the team
had won or lost. A small boy wiggled his way through the crowd, ran
to one of the players and asked the score. As soon as he heard he ran
down the platform shouting, "We won! We won!" He spoke as if their
victory was his victory.
Serve the Lord. Share Christ. You will experience moments of
anxiety but God will lead you in triumph and you'll be shouting, "We
won! We won!"
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. In what ways can love produce anxiety? Why is this anxiety a
part of ministry?

2. What responsibilities do we take on when we minister for Christ?
How can we keep from being overwhelmed by such responsibility?
3. Paul was sincere in his motive to serve God. What insincere
motives might move someone into ministry? How can we guard against
these unhealthy concerns in our own work for God?

Lesson 5

Who Needs a Letter of
Recommendation?
2 Corinthians 3:1-3
#25085

THINK ABOUT IT
"If you want your neighbor to know what Christ can do for him,
let the neighbor see what Christ has done for you."
-Houston Times

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
In our culture there are several ways people put a stamp of approval
on a man in the ministry. One is ordination, another is graduation from a
theological institution. There is also recommendation by letter.
Ordination signifies that a group of ministers examined the individu
al, concluded that he met the doctrinal qualifications to minister in their
denomination, and that there was nothing glaringly wrong with him.
Graduation from a theological institution means that the individual
has some academic ability and probably has the same doctrinal position
as the institution from which he graduated.
If a letter of recommendation means anything, it is that the subject of
the letter is a friend of the author of the letter.
If ordination, graduation or a letter of recommendation does not
clearly certify a man for the ministry, what does? What are valid ministe
rial credentials?
Though he was ordained by the risen Christ Himself, Paul did not
offer ordination as his seal of approval. He sat at the feet of Gamaliel,
but he did not point to his academic achievements. He once sought
letters of recommendation, but he did not submit a letter to the
Corinthians. What were Paul's ministerial credentials? What should the
proper ministerial credentials be today?
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I.

Some Ministers do not Need Letters of Recommendation (3:1)
Paul asked, "Do we begin again to commend ourselves?" (3: 1) The
Greek word translated "commend" means " to present," " introduce,"
"demonstrate," "show." Paul is asking if it is necessary to introduce
himself to them again. That is, must he demonstrate his integrity and
sincerity to them?
Why does Paul ask that question here? Some commentators say that
Paul had been charged with self-praise. Such a conclusion is not neces
sary. He has just affirmed his sincerity and genuineness (2: 17), and now
simply asks if he really needs to demonstrate his genuineness to them.
Paul asks the Corinthians if he needed a letter of recommendation from
them, or if he needed to give one to them. Did Paul need a letter of
recommendation to validate his ministry?
This question does not imply that letters of recommendation should
not be used. Paul himself followed the practice both before and after his
conversion. Letters of commendation were a common custom in the
ancient world. Yet some ancients recognized that a man needed more
than a letter of recommendation. Such letters are sometimes unnecessary
and often misleading.
II. People to Whom They have Ministered are Their Letters of

Recommendation (3:2)
A. Paul's Letter of Recommendation was the Corinthians

The reason that Paul did not need a letter of recommendation is
because he already had one! "You", he told the Corinthians, "are our
epistle; written in our hearts, known and read by all men" (3:2). He
needed no other testimonial, commendation, recommendation or
demonstration.
B. Paul's Letter was Written in His Heart
Paul's letter was not written on paper, it was written on his heart!
What does that mean? It can mean that it is a matter of conscience (Rom.
2: 15, Heb. 8: 10). For someone to be "in our heart" is for that person to
be dear, to be loved (7:3).
One of the things that qualifies a man for ministry is his love for
people, which should be evident to all who know him. But the ultimate
issue is that a man's qualification for ministry is his ministry! If he has a
spiritual gift for ministry and has used it, there ought to be "success
stories," that is: people who have been genuinely ministered to by him.
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III. Believers Are Christ's Letter of Recommendation (3:3)
A.

Christ's Letter was the Corinthians
The Corinthians are pictured as a human letter. In terms of their
relationship to Paul, they are his letter of recommendation (vs. 2), but in
terms of their relationship to Christ, they are letters in his handwriting
(vs. 3). Thus, Paul says, "You are manifestly an epistle of Christ, minis
tered by us, written not with ink but by the Spirit of the living God, not
on tablets of stone but on tablets of flesh, that is, of the heart" (3:3).

B.

Christ's Letter was Proof of Paul's Ministry
Christ wrote a letter. The writing instrument was Paul, the ink was
the Spirit of the living God, and the paper was the hearts of the individual
Corinthians. Their salvation was the work of Christ through Paul by
means of the Holy Spirit. Of course Christ's letter is proof of Paul 's
ministry! The fact that they were converted to Christ through Paul is a
demonstration that the Spirit of God was working through him. This
human letter was much greater than any letter of recommendation written
with pen, paper and ink. If believers in Jesus Christ are products of
Christ's handwriting, one ought to be able to study them and determine
things about Him.
Conclusion
Though letters of recommendation have their proper place, a minis
ter's credentials are people to whom he has successfully ministered.
Believers are Christ's letters and proof of someone's ministry.
We're the only Bibles this careless world will read.
We're the sinner's gospel, we're the scoffer 's creed.
We're the Lord's last message given in deed and word.
What if the type is crooked, what if the print is blurred?

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What aspects of the ability to minister do ordinations, degrees
and letters of recommendation all fail to verify?
2. Each of us has a gift that enables us to minister to others. In what
ways has God verified your own personal ministry?
3. In what ways are you a "letter from God" to those around you?
What does that letter truly say?

Lesson 6

Our Glorious Privilege
2 Corinthians 3:4-18
#25086

THINK ABOUT IT
"How many Christians estimate difficulties in the light of their
own resources and thus attempt little and often fail in the little they
attempt. All God's giants have been weak men who did great
things for God because they reckoned on His being with them."
-Hudson Taylor

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
I.

God has Made Us Ministers of the New Testament (3:4-6)

A. God is Sufficient
In 2 Corinthians 3: 1-3, Paul expressed confidence that he needed no
other credentials than the people to whom he had successfully ministered.
Now, he clarifies, "And we have such trust through Christ toward God.
Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think anything as being from
ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God" (3:4-5).
Paul had confidence. The Greek word translated "trust" means
"confidence." The confidence of which he speaks in this verse is the
confidence he has ofa triumphant ministry (cf. 2:14-17, 3:1-3). Paul had
confidence he could do the work of the ministry before God through
Christ who gave him the strength.
That does not mean that he thought he was sufficient in himself.
The point of the phrases "of ourselves" and "from ourselves" is that the
source of his sufficiency was not himself. Rather, "our sufficiency is
from God" (3:5)
Paul adds, "Who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the
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Spirit gives life" (3:6). God made us sufficient alright conduct a new covenant ministry.

sufficient to

B. God Made us Ministers
There are two Greek words for new. One means new primarily in
reference to time, that is, "young" or "recent." The other, the one used
here means new, primarily in reference to quality, in other words,
"fresh," "unworn."
The New Testament is not of the letter but of the Spirit. Paul is
contrasting the Old Testament with the New Testament (cf. vs. 7-11).
The Old Testament was "of the letter" written in stone (vs. 7); the New
Testament is "of the Spirit," that is, by the Holy Spirit. There is also a
suggested contrast between the external nature of the Old Testament and
the internal nature of the New Testament.
Paul explains that the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. The Old
Testament law written in stone kills because the penalty for breaking it is
death, and all break it. On the other hand, the Spirit of God regenerates
when one believes the gospel (cf. "living God" vs. 3).
II. The Ministry of the New Testament is More Glorious than that

of the Old Testament (3:7-11)
Beginning in verse 7 and extending through verse 11 , Paul develops
a contrast between the Old Testament ministry and the New Testament
ministry. Three contrasts are listed each beginning with "if"(cf. vs. 7, 9,
11). In each contrast, the New Testament ministry is said to be "more
glorious" than the Old Testament ministry (cf. vs. 8, 9, 11).
A. Contrast One: Death vs. Life (3:7-8)
"But if the ministry of death, written and engraved on stones, was
glorious, so that the children of Israel could not look steadfastly at the face
of Moses because of the glory of his countenance, which glory has passed
away, how will the ministry of the Spirit not be more glorious?" (3:7-8).
The ministry of the law, specifically the law written and engraved on
stones, that is the Ten Commandments, was glorious. The Greek word
rendered "glorious" means "bright, radiant, majestic splendor." The glory
of the ministry of the Law was evident on Moses' face. So glorious was
the bright, brilliant splendor that the children of Israel could not look
directly on Moses' face when he first came off the mountain.
If the ministry of the Law was glorious, the ministry of the Spirit is
"more glorious." For one thing, the glory of the ministry of the Law was
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passing away, whereas, the ministry of the Spirit (vs. 8) is a ministry of
life (vs. 6).

B.

Contrast Two: Condemnation vs. Righteousness (3:9-10)
"For if the ministry of condemnation was glory, the ministry of righ
teousness exceeds much more in glory. For even what was made glorious
had no glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels" (3:9-10).
Again, the ministry of the Law had glory, but it was also a ministry of
condemnation. The Law condemns those who do not perfectly keep it.
Instead of condemnation and death, the New Testament ministry
produces life and righteousness. The sinner who trusts Christ is declared
righteous. That is more glorious than the ministry of the Law.
C. Contrast Three: Transient vs. Permanent (3:11)
" For if what is passing was glorious, what remains is much more
glorious" (3: 11). Finally, the ministry of the Law was glorious, but it is
"passing away" (cf. vs. 7). The New Testament ministry of life and righ
teousness "remains." In short, the Law is transitory and temporary; the
New Testament ministry is permanent.
The New Testament ministry is more glorious than that of the old
covenant. It is superior. As Augustine said, "We do wrong to the Old
Testament if we deny that it comes from the same just and good God as
the New. On the other hand, we do wrong to the New Testament if put
the Old on a level with it."

III.
A.

We Speak Frankly and Freely (3:12-18)

The Old Testament Ministry Included a Veil (3:12-15)
Paul concludes "Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great
boldness of speech" (3: 12). Having hope that the New Testament
ministry is more glorious and permanent than the Old Testament ministry
of the Law, Paul used great boldness of speech. Paul was frank and
courageous because of the expectation he had in his message.
Paul again contrasts the ministry of Moses and the ministry of the
gospel: "Unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children
of Israel could not look steadfastly at the end of that which was passing
away" (3: 13). Moses' ministry was marked by concealment. He put a
veil over his face so the people could not see the glory fading away.
Paul adds, "But their minds were hardened. For until this day the
same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because
the veil is taken away in Christ. But even to this day, when Moses is
read, a veil lies on their heart" (3: 14-15). The veil on the face of Moses
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reminded Paul of another veil. As Moses' veil concealed the fading
glory of his ministry, so there is a veil concealing from Israel the fading
away of the Old Testament.
Moreover, there is not only a veil over the Law, but over the hearts
of the people as well. Their minds are hardened, "their understanding is
dull and deadened."
B. The New Testament Ministry does not Include a Veil (3:16-18)
Paul makes the contrast: "Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord,
the veil is taken away" (3: 16). Whenever Moses turned to the Lord in the
Tabernacle, he took off the veil (Ex. 34:34). Likewise, when anyone
turns to the Lord today, the veil is taken away.
Abruptly Paul says, "Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty" (3: 17). This abrupt statement explains
verse 16; turning to the Lord removes the veil because the Lord is the
Holy Spirit. Having been freed from sin and death, Paul was uninhibited
and free to speak with no restriction concerning the New Testament
ministry. Moses' ministry was marked by concealment; New Testament
ministry is characterized by liberty - there is nothing to hide.
Paul adds, "But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from
glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord" (3: 18). Not only minis
ters of the New Testament ministry, but all believers behold the glory of
the Lord in the Scriptures and are transformed by the Spirit of the Lord
into the same image from glory to glory.
Conclusion
Because we are part of the New Testament, our experience trans
forms (v. 18) and we have God as our sufficiency (v. 5). While those
truths are in the passage, Paul's major point is that because we are part of
the New Testament ministry we speak with great freedom (v. 12). What
a glorious privilege! We can tell others about life and righteousness in
Christ. I'd personally rather do that than do all the other things in life
that many consider glamorous and glorious.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How does the message of the New Testament give us the

freedom to speak with boldness? How can you apply that boldness to
your own ministry?
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2. What kind of liberties does the New Testament message give us?
What kind of liberties are not included in this new freedom?
3. The message of the Old Testament was "external," and the New
Testament "internal." Does that mean that we no longer need to worry
about our external behavior? In what ways should our new internal state
also be external?

Lesson 7

The Prevention of Deceitfulness
2 Corinthians 4:1-6
#25087

THINK ABOUT IT
Danniker, the German sculptor, spent 8 years producing a sculp
ture of the face of Christ. It was said that his sculpture so blended
love and sorrow into the face of Christ that beholders wept when
they looked upon it. Subsequently, he was asked if he would use
his great talent on a statue of Venus, the Greek goddess. He
replied, "After gazing so long into the face of Christ, think you
that I could now tum my attention to a heathen goddess?"
LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Telling the truth can be dangerous!
Have you ever shared the gospel with someone, only to have that
individual react negatively toward you? Have you ever told a believer
what the Word of God said and had that person get upset? Paul asked the
Galatians, " Have I therefore become your enemy because I tel1 you the
truth?" (Gal. 4: 16).
If that is the case, why not hedge a bit so they will listen? Why be
totally truthful? That's a question every minister faces, and it is one
every believer encounters in giving the gospel to others.

I.

Understanding the New Testament Ministry Prevents
Discouragement and Deceitfulness and Promotes the Truth (4:1-2)

A.

Preventing Discouragement
Paul did not achieve this ministry by his own human ability, but by
divine mercy (cf. 1 Tim. 1:12-17 and 1 Cor. 7:25). Having received such
mercy and ministry, Paul did not "lose heart." No matter how difficult
the task or how great the opposition, having received God's mercy to be a
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New Testament minister motivated Paul not to retreat to silence, but to
speak boldly (cf. 1 Thess. 2: 1-12).
B.

Promoting the Truth
Paul continues, "But we have renounced the hidden things of shame,
not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God deceitfully, but by
manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's
conscience in the sight of God" (4:2). Paul did not "lose heart" and thus
keep silent (vs. 1). Rather he manifested the truth (vs. 2).
Paul "renounced the hidden things of shame." He had "nothing to
hide." The next two phrases are no doubt examples of "hidden things of
shame." For example, Paul did not walk in "craftiness," a word which
means "cleverness or cunning." It describes a willingness to do anything
to gain an end. Hence, it includes the idea of unscrupulousness. Nor did
he handle the "word of God deceitfully." The phrase "word of God"
refers to the gospel. Perhaps this is an allusion to the charge against Paul
that he preached one gospel to the Jews and another to the Gentiles,
deceiving the latter by not insisting that they keep the Law (cf. Gal. 5: 11).
Furthermore, beyond the conscience of man, Paul's ministry
commended itself " in the sight of God." This is the climax. God Himself
approved! Thus, in the opening verse of chapter 4, Paul is saying that
because he understood the nature of the New Testament ministry, he was not
fainthearted, nor was he deceitful. Rather he simply manifested the truth.

II. Understanding the New Testament Provokes Preaching Christ
and Practicing Servanthood (4:3-6)
A. Preaching Christ
The gospel is "veiled" or hidden to some. It is hidden from those who
are perishing. Their problem is two-fold. For one thing the god of this age,
Satan, has blinded their minds. The other problem is that they do not
believe. Some say blindness causes unbelief. Others contend that unbelief
causes blindness. Then there are those who claim that it is impossible to
know from this verse which one is the cause and which one is the effect.
At any rate, those perishing do not believe. Were it not for Satanic blind
ness and personal unbelief, the light of the gospel would shine on them.
The problem then is not the gospel or the one who preaches it.
Paul further explains, "For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bond servants for Jesus' sake" (4:5).
In verse 4, Paul said that the message of the gospel concerned the glory
of Christ, who is the image of God.
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Now, in verse 5, he said he preached Christ Jesus the Lord. The word
"Lord" here means "God." Paul preached that Jesus Christ was God in
the flesh. What Paul and others did not do was preach themselves.

B.

Practicing Servanthood
Rather, Paul says, we are "your servants for Jesus ' sake." The Greek
word translated "servants" is the word for "slave." Elsewhere, Paul
called himself a slave of God (i.e., Rom. 1:1) and of Jesus Christ (i.e.,
Phil. 1: 1, Titus 1:1). But this is the only place where he speaks of being
the slave of men.
Earlier Paul told the Corinthians not to become the slaves of men
(1 Cor. 7:23). Now, he says he is their slave (2 Cor. 4:5). Did Paul not
practice what he wrote? There is no contradiction between these two
statements. In I Corinthians 7, Paul was teaching them not to let a man
be their master apart from Christ. Here he is simply saying that he was
their slave for Jesus' sake. But by saying he was their slave he did not
mean they were his master. Christ was his Master, and because Christ
was his Master and he was Christ's slave, he served the Corinthians.
Thus, Paul preached Christ the Lord and did not lord it over his
converts. He was not the master, only a minister. He was not their savior,
only their servant. Why did Paul and his associates preach Christ as God
and become slaves? Paul explains, "For it is the God who commanded
light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ" (4:5).
There is a sense in which the two halves of this brief paragraph
could be organized around the Person of Christ. He is the Truth (4:1-2)
and He is the Light (4:3-6).
Conclusion
Realizing the nature of the New Testament ministry, prevents
discouragement and deceitfulness and provokes one to preach Christ and
practice servanthood.
Why do we tell the truth? Why do we not practice deceit? Why do
we preach Christ? Why do we serve others? The answer to all of these
questions is, because we understand who Jesus Christ is. We understand
that He is God in the flesh. He is truth. He is the Light. He is the only
Savior. Understanding that prevents discouragement and promotes
gospel preaching and practical servanthood.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How does an understanding of who Christ is promote bold preach
ing? What might our lack of boldness imply about our understanding?
2. In what ways might we be tempted to hedge or water down our
presentation of the gospel? How can we guard against such inclinations?
3. What does Paul's statement that he was a "slave" to the
Corinthians reveal about his attitude toward those to whom he ministered?
How can we make that our attitude in our own ministries?

Lesson Eight

The Purpose of Pressure
2 Corinthians 4:7-15
#25088

THINK ABOUT IT
Pressed out of measure and pressed to all length,
Pressed so intensely it seems beyond strength;
Pressed in the body and pressed in the soul,
Pressed in the mind till the dark surges roll;
Pressure by foes, and pressure by friends,
Pressure on pressure, till life nearly ends,
Pressed into loving the staff and the rod,
Pressed into knowing no helper but God;
Pressed into liberty where nothing clings,
Pressed into faith for impossible things;
Pressed into living a life in the Lord,
Pressed into living a Christ-life out-poured!
-Walter B. Knight

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
When I was growing up my mother used a pressure cooker. She would
put vegetables, potatoes and meat in a pot with a lid on it. The lid fit tightly,
so that the heat under the pot created enough pressure to cook the food. I
can remember her letting off the pressure before she opened the pot.
Life is like that. People often feel they are in a pressure cooker. (The
modem word is stress). Modem American life is filled with pressure: the
pressure to get to work in a gridlock of traffic, the pressure to produce
more and more at work and, of course, the pressure to relate at home.
Today Christians often ask, "Why does God allow this to happen to me?"
Paul answers that question in 2 Corinthians chapter 4:7.
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I.

The Treasure of Christ is in an Earthen Vessel so that it may be
Apparent the Power is of God
Paul declares, "For we have this treasure in an earthen vessel, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us". (4:7) Paul imag
ines himself and all believers as clay pots. Like clay pots, we are weak
and frail. This clay pot, however, contains a treasure (4:7), namely "the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ."
The purpose for God putting such valuable treasure in such a lowly
vessel was so that it would be apparent that the great power of the gospel
is of God, not of the vessel. Tasker well says, "It is as though a most
costly jewel were encased in an earthenware j ar! Paul sees in this a
supreme manifestation of the divine law that God's strength is made
perfect in human weakness (cf. 12:9). This striking paradox makes it
clear that the gospel is no product of human ingenuity, no clever discov
ery of the human intellect, no bright idea of some outstanding genius, but
a revelation of the power of the Sovereign God."
II. The Vessel Constantly Experiences Difficulty and Faces Death so
the Life of Christ can be Manifested (4:8-11)
The vessel which contains exceeding valuable treasure experiences
difficulties. These difficulties Paul describes in a series of couplets. For
example, Paul says, "We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed"
(4:8). The Greek verb rendered "hard pressed" is translated "afflicted" in
1:6. Paul felt constant pressure from every side.
Even though Paul was pressured from without and from within, he
was not "crushed." The Greek verb "crushed" comes from two nouns:
narrow and space. Thus the picture is of an antagonist pressing in upon
him, yet he still has room to move. He is hemmed in on every side, but
not completely restricted.

But that is not all, "we are perplexed, but not in despair" (4:8). The
word for "perplexed" comes from the two words: "no," plus the word for
"resource." It means, to be at a loss, to have no way out. Yet, Paul could
say he was "not in despair." He did not know what to do, but he was
confident that it would end well. He was at the end of his resources, but
not at the end of God's resources.
There is more: "persecuted, but not forsaken" (4:9). The picture
behind the word "persecuted" is being pursued by someone determined
to do harm. Throughout his ministry, Paul was repeatedly hated, hunted
and hounded. Yet he knew he was not forsaken. Like Christ, Paul was
forsaken by those close to him. Even at the end of his life, when he
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needed them the most, he was forsaken by them (2 Tim. 4:10, 16). But,
when pursued and persecuted by his foes, he was not forsaken by the
Lord (Heb. 13:5).
The difficulty can get worse: "struck down, but not destroyed" (4:9).
Paul was not only pursued, his antagonist caught him and cast him to the
ground. On at least one occasion this literally happened. Hostile Jews
from Antioch and Iconium pursued him to Lystra, stoned him, dragged
his body out of the city and left him on the ground for dead (Acts 14: 19).
But he was not destroyed; he was not killed. When it seemed that he was
on his death bed, God raised him up (Acts 14:20).
We may be knocked down; we're never knocked out. Walking with
the Lord is a mountain climb, not an escalator ride. There are "knocks."
There may even be those moments when we are "knocked down" but we
are not TKO'd. When hemmed in on all sides, the way up is still open.
Paul not only faced difficulties, he constantly faced death! He adds,
"always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are
always delivered to death for Jesus' sake, that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh" (4: 10-11). In other words, because of his
service for Christ, Paul constantly faced death. Paul not only faced death
repeatedly, but he was obviously repeatedly delivered. God had a purpose
in perrnining Paul to always face destruction only to be delivered. That
purpose was "that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our body."
God allowed Paul to constantly face difficulty and death so that He could
deliver him. Paul's deliverances demonstrated that Jesus was alive.

III. Thus the Experiences of the Vessel are for the Good of Others
and the Glory of God (4:12-15)
Paul concludes: "So then death is working in us, but life in you"
(4:12). Paul 's experience of death and deliverance was life for the
Corinthians. His continuing afflictions were for the benefit of their spiritu
al life. Paul could say that all the things he experienced were for their sake.
Paul could have been silent, but he was not. He explains why he
was so outspoken: "But since we have this same spirit of faith, according
to what is written, 'I believed and therefore I spoke,' we also believe and
therefore speak" (4: 13). Paul quotes Psalm 116:10, claiming he had the
same attitude of faith as the Psalmist. When the Psalmist faced trouble,
sorrow and death he did not despair. He was confident that the Lord
would deliver him, so he called on the Lord and praised Him. Likewise,
because of his confidence in the Lord, Paul spoke. Paul's faith was

40

The Purpose of Pressure

founded upon a God of resurrection power. He says "knowing that He
who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus and will
present us with you" (4:14).
Paul continued to speak and face death because he believed God
would resurrect the dead. After all He resurrected Jesus Christ. If he
could do that, he could deliver Paul. And if Paul should not be delivered,
God would one day resurrect him because he was in Christ.
Furthermore, He would raise Paul's converts as well. Christians are
indestructible! Paul's faith in the God of resurrection power motivated
him to face difficulties, danger and death for Christ's sake. The result
was that death was working in him, but that meant life for others to
whom he ministered.
Paul further explains, "For all things are for your sakes, that grace,
having spread through many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the
glory of God" (4: 15). All the things which happened to Paul were for the
good of others and for the glory of God.
The latter part of verse 15 has been called obscure. The two most
common explanations are: (1) The more who come to know the grace of
God through Paul's preaching of the gospel, the more who will thank God,
to God's glory. (2) Many prayed for God's grace to abound toward Paul
and when it did they gave thanks to God, to His glory. Whichever interpre
tation is correct, the point is that God used Paul's trouble to produce
thanksgiving in others. Thus, Paul's problems were for God's glory.
Conclusion

To sum up, God put the great treasure of the knowledge of His Son
in an earthen vessel, and then let that vessel experience constant diffi
culties and even face death for the good of others, and ultimately for
the glory of God.
When we experience pressure, we ask "why?" We are usually
looking only at ourselves. This passage broadens our perspective.
Instead of focusing on ourselves, Paul would have us see the good of
others and the glory of God. If, when pressure comes, we trust the Lord
and manifest the truth, then as we face difficulties, and even death itself,
the power is of God and the life of Christ is demonstrated. In other
words, we are delivered (or resurrected) and others hear the gospel and
expenence life in Christ.
Perhaps the best illustration of what Paul is teaching is something he
experienced later in his life. In Philippians Chapter 1, he says he was
determined that Christ would be magnified in his body whether he lived
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or died ( 1:20). At the time he was in prison facing possible death. Yet,
because he was determined to preach Christ, the whole palace guard had
heard the gospel. As guards were stationed to watch Paul, he led them to
Christ one at a time!
Have you experienced the pressure cooker of life? Were you deter
mined, as a potato in the pressure cooker, that Christ would be magnified
no matter what the pressure? If so, then you could experience the God
intended purpose of pressure which is to demonstrate that, even though
we are weak, He is strong; that even though we are a mere clay pot, we
contain the excellency of the knowledge of Christ.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. In what ways are we like earthen vessels? How do these aspects
of our nature serve to glorify God's message?
2. What particular kinds of pressure do you experience most
frequently? How is God using that stress to show His strength?
3. In times of stress Paul teaches us to look to God. What immedi
ate reactions do you usually have to the stress in your life? How helpful
are these reactions?
4. Make a list of the sources of stress in your life right now. How
have you handled that stress? How can you improve your reaction to
those pressures?

Study Guide:

2 Corinthians

Part Two

G. Michael Cocoris

Lesson 9

The Prevention of Discouragement
Part One
2 Corinthians 4:16-4:18
#25089

THINK ABOUT IT
Robert Louis Stevenson tells of an old man who worked in a
cow barn. Someone asked him how he could go on day in and
day out? The man responded, " He that has something beyond,
need never weary." According to the Apostle Paul, the great
truth that prevented discouragement from the yuck and muck of
this life was that there is something beyond awaiting us.
LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Discouragement in the ministry is a common phenomenon. Some
might go so far as to say that it is an epidemic among those in the ministry
today. I've personally encountered it in pastors on many occasions.
How do you prevent discouragement among Christian workers? In
2 Corinthians 4, Paul gave the reason he was not discouraged.

I.

The Conclusion: Discouragement is Preventable
Paul begins this paragraph with the words: "Therefore we do not
lose heart" (4: 16). This verse is a conclusion to his earlier statement that

God will raise us up with Jesus (4: 14).
But what prevents discouragement? In verse I Paul says that having
received the New Covenant ministry, we do not lose heart. In verse 16
he says that because of our future hope, we do not lose heart (cf. 4: 14,
4: 16-18). Paul now elaborates on the prospects of the future.
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II. The Case: When Eternal Reward is the Goal, the Inward Man is
Revitalized (4:16-18)
Paul writes, " Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the
inward man is being renewed day by day" (4: 16). Our outward shell is in
the process of perishing. The afflictions (vs. 17) Paul encountered (cf.
4:8 10) contribute to the perishing process of the outward frame.
On the other hand, the inward man, the person inside the body, is being
renewed on a daily basis. Though the external is decaying and dying, the
internal does not lose heart but is renewed, reenergized and revitalized.
How does that happen? Paul says: "For our light affliction, which is
but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory" (4: 17). The afflictions which are the perishing of the
outward man are themselves working to bring us eternal glory.
Furthermore, the glory produced is out of proportion to the affliction.
By comparison, the affliction is temporary, but the glory is eternal.
What does the believer do to obtain renewal now and reward later?
The remainder of the sentence answers that question: "while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen"
(4:18). To be renewed and encouraged, the believer must not look at that
which is seen; he must look at that which is not seen.
Paul explains, "For the things which are seen are temporary, but the
things which are not seen are eternal" (4: 18). The things that are seen,
which in this passage includes affliction (cf. vs. 17), last only a short
time. Things not seen, that is glory and rewards, are eternal. In other
words, as we make eternal rewards our goal, we are renewed. We faint
not, we fight on, because we know this will soon be over and we will be
rewarded throughout all eternity for persevering now.
The other great truth in this passage is that as we respond properly to
affliction now, we will receive a far greater glory in heaven. Focusing on
what we will gain later instead of what we are suffering now would
certainly prevent discouragement.

Conclusion
When eternal reward is our goal we do not lose heart; we are
inwardly renewed.
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FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. The goal of the inward man is eternal reward. What might be the
goals of the outward man? How can such goals threaten the inward
man's progress?

2. In what ways are the benefits of affliction greater than the afflic
tion itself?
3. How can affliction now enhance our glory in heaven? How does
that affect our attitude toward affliction?

Lesson 10

The Prevention of Discouragement
Part Two
2 Corinthians 5:1-5:10
#25090

THINK ABOUT IT
"For this I bless You as the ruin falls. The pains
You give me are more precious than all other gains."
-C.S. Lewis

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE

I.

We Know (2 Cor 5:1)

In 2 Corinthians 5:1, Paul begins to explain in more detail what he
has said earlier: "For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens" (5: 1). The human body is now called an earthly
house, a tent. Our bodies, like a tent, are temporary.
The believer's future abode is described as "a building from God"
and as "a house not made with hands." That building will not be e rected
by man; it will proceed from God. It wi ll not be temporary like a tent; it
will be eternal.
There are three interpretations of "a building from God, a house not
made with hands": (1) Heaven. The problem with this view is that
"house" in the first part of verse 1 refers to the body and it is most natural
to understand "house" in the latter part of verse 1 as a body, (2) the resur
rected body, and (3) an intermediate body. I believe the second of these
three views is the correct one. Verse 1 says that this new abode is eternal,
therefore it cannot refer to an intermediate body. Thus, the resurrected
body is in view.
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II. We Groan (5:2-5)
We not only know we have a house in heaven, we groan for it. Paul
adds, "For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our
habitation which is from heaven" (5:2). The realization of our habitation
in heaven makes us groan. The Greek word rendered "groan" means "to
sigh." It denotes a feeling which is "internal and unexpressed."
"If indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked" (5:3).
How can one be found naked after he is clothed? The normal explanation
of this verse is that having put on the heavenly clothes, that is, the spiritu
al body, we shall not be found naked, that is, in a disembodied state. Paul
seems to be contemplating the possibility of being in heaven with a heav
enly body, but that body being naked. How can that be?
While this possibility might sound strange to an evangelical ear in
America in the latter part of the 20th century, it is not foreign to the New
Testament. Jesus said, "Behold I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he
who watches and keeps his garments, lest he walk naked and they see his
shame" (Rev. 16: 15).
This is another way the New Testament talks about the subject of
rewards. As we endure we weave a garment with which we will be
"clothed," so to speak, in eternity. If we do nothing, we will be there in a
resurrected body that is unclothed, that is, naked. If we faithfully serve
the Lord, we weave a garment with which to cloth our resurrected bodies.
But, the point is that Paul was looking forward not only to his
resurrected body, but also to the reward he would receive in the future.
"For we who are in the tent groan being burdened not because we want
to be unclothed but further clothed. That mortality may be swallowed
up by life" (5:4). We groan, earnestly desiring our habitation in heaven
(vs. 2) because, being burdened in our present body, we long for that
future state (vs. 4). This future experience is called "life." It is the full
experience of our spiritual life in Christ.
Paul adds, "Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God,
who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee" (5:5). God has prepared us
for this future glory and has given us the Holy Spirit as a down payment.
III. We are Confident (5:6-8)
"Therefore we are always confident, knowing that while we are at
home in the body, we are absent from the Lord" (5:6). Because we have
God's guarantee (vs. 5), we are confident (vs. 6). When pressed, perplexed,
persecuted (4:8-9), when confronted by discouragement, danger and even
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death (4: 10, 11, 16; 5:1) we are confident we shall be in heaven. This
confidence is not dependent on outward circumstances or inward mood.
How can a believer be so confident? Paul parenthetically explains,
"For we walk by faith, not by sight" (5:7). Christ is not now bodily present.
We live by faith in Him who is not seen. Paul repeats "we are confident"
(cf. vs. 6) and adds "well pleased." Paul was not only confident that he was
going to be with the Lord, but he was also pleased with the very thought of
it because he knew that would mean being in the presence of the Lord.

IV. We Make It Our Aim to Please Him (5:9-10)
Paul draws another conclusion, this time from the fact that he is
confident that he will be with the Lord. "Therefore we make it our aim,
whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him" (5:9). Desiring to
be with Him produces the desire to please Him.
Paul explains "For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to
what he has done, whether good or bad" (5: 10). The reason for aiming to
please Him is not only because we w ill be with Him (vs. 8) but because all
believers are accountable to Him and will be evaluated by Him (vs. 10).
We will not be judged in mass but one by one. The word translated
"received" means "to receive back, to get what is one's own, to get an
equivalent, to get one's due." Each one will be given exactly what is due
him whether what he did was good or bad. The believer will either be
approved or ashamed (1 John 2:28). The believer's entire life will be judged.

Conclusion
Knowing we will receive a resurrected body and be rewarded, we do
not get discouraged. We groan for our heavenly homes and make our
aim to please Him.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. Why is it so easy to put the temporary before the eternal? How
can we keep from making this fatal mistake?
2. Paul writes, "for we walk by faith, not by sight." What kinds of
things might Paul mean by "sight"? Why are these things undependable?
3. Read C.S. Lewis's Surprised by Joy. How did Lewis's "groaning
for heaven" lead him to a deeper understanding of God?

Lesson 11

Motives for Service
2 Corinthians 5:11-21
#25091

THINK ABOUT IT
While interviewing young people who volunteered for mission
ary service, Hudson Taylor asked, "Why do you wish to go as a
foreign missionary?" One replied, "I want to reach others
across the sea because Christ has commissioned us to go into all
the world and preach the gospel to every creature." Another
said, "I want to go because millions are dying without having
heard of Jesus, the only one who can save them." Others gave
similar answers. Hudson Taylor looked at them thoughtfully for
a moment and said "All of your motives are good, but I fear
they will fail you in times of severe testing and tribulation, espe
cially if you are confronted with the possibility of having to face
death for your testimony. The only motive that will enable you
to remain true is stated in 2 Corinthians 5: 14 - Christ's love
constraining you will keep you faithful in every situation."
LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Why do you do what you do for the Lord? Why should we do what
we do for Jesus Christ? In 2 Corinthians, chapter 5, the apostle Paul
reveals all. He tells what motivated him to serve the Lord.

I.
A.

The Motive for Service (5:11-13)
The Fear of the Lord Motivates Us to Convince Men of Our Integrity
(5:11)

In 2 Corinthians 5: 10, Paul declared that all believers will appear
before the judgment seat of Christ, in order that they may receive their
due for all they did in their lifetime, whether good or bad. Based on that
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he concludes, "Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men" (5: 11). The "terror of the Lord" is the fear of standing before the
Lord and having one's life "exposed and estimated."
The reality of giving an account to the Lord motivated Paul to
"persuade men." Paul is speaking of the need to convince at least some
of the Corinthian Christians of his sincerity and integrity.
The second half of verse 11 says, "but [literally "and"] we are well
known to God, and, I also trust, are well known in your consciences"
(5: 11 ). Paul is saying, "As we have been visible, that is, open to God's
view, he hopes he is open to theirs (cf. 4 :2)." Proverbs teaches, "By the
fear of the Lord one departs from evil" (Proverbs 16:6).
B. Paul Told Them About His Motive so They Could Answer His Critics
(5:12-13)
Any claim to integrity can be used against the person making the
claim. With that in mind Paul explains, "For we do not commend
ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to glory on our behalf,
that you may have something to answer those who glory in appearance
and not in heart" (5: 12).
Paul did not claim sincerity and integrity for himself and his
companions in order to win the approval of the Corinthians again (3: 1).
Rather, he is giving the Corinthians ammunition to refute his adversaries.
They can boast for him.
Paul has told the Corinthians to glory on his behalf (5: 12). They had
grounds to glory. As Paul goes on to explain, "For if we are beside
ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of a sound mind, it is for you" (5: 13).
Paul contemplates being in two states or conditions. First he says, "If we
are beside ourselves."
Second, he says, "If we are of a sound mind, it is for you." This
refers to his ministry to the Corinthians. When teaching, he was sane,
sober and of a sound mind for their sake. Paul did what he did for the
glory of God and the good of others, not for his own glory. Therefore the
Corinthians could justly defend him and his ministry.

II. The Motive For Service is the Love of Christ (5:14-21)
A. Since Christ Loved Us, We Are Motivated to Live for Him (5:14-15)
Paul now explains why he didn't live for himself but for God's glory
and the good of others, and in the process he develops another motive for
doing so. He writes, "For the love of Christ constrains us because we
judge this: that if onedied for all, then all died" (5: 14). In this verse, Paul
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definitely means Christ's love for us, as the latter part of the verse clearly
indicates (compare "because one died for all"). Christ demonstrated His
love for us by dying for us (Romans 5:8). The love of Christ in dying for us
implies that if He died for all believers then all for whom He died also died.
Paul continues "and He died for all, that those who live should live
no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again"
(5:15). The purpose of His death for us was that we should not live for
ourselves but for Christ.
The concept taught in 2 Corinthians 5: 14 and 15 is developed more
fully in Romans 6: 1-14. The believer in Christ has been spiritually
baptized into Christ's death and resurrection. The purpose of it all is that
the believer not live a self-centered, self-seeking life, but that he live a
Christ-centered, Christ-serving life.
B. Anyone in Christ is a New Creature (5:16-17)
In verses 16 and 17, Paul mentions two results of Christ's death for
us and of our death with Him. "Therefore from now on we regard no one
according to the flesh even though we have known Christ according to
the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no longer" (5: 16).
The issue in this verse is the meaning of the phrase "according to the
flesh. " This phrase does not mean that Paul had contact with Christ
during His earthly ministry. While that may have been possible, it is
immaterial. Paul's point here is that before his conversion, he judged
Christ "according to the flesh ," that is, by fleshly perspective, or by
external standards such as outward appearance (compare "who glory in
appearance" 5: 12), race, or social status.
Prior to his conversion, Paul judged that it was impossible that one
born in such obscurity, living in such restricted circumstances, and dying
s uch a humiliating death could be Christ. Meeting Christ on the
Damascus Road changed all that. Paul no longer judges Christ by fleshly
perspectives or by external standards. Nor does he now regard anyone
according to the flesh. Having come to Christ not only changed his view
of Christ; it changed his view of everyone else!
Now he says, "If anyone." 1 Corinthians 5: 17 definitely includes all
who are in Christ. " In Christ," a favorite Pauline expression, sums up
what was said earlier (compare 5: 14, 15). All in Christ have died with
Christ and have been raised with Christ. In short, such a person is a "new
creation." That is, he has been born again. God has created a new person.
The old way of regarding others according to the flesh has passed away
for those who are in Christ and realize what that means (5: 16)
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With "spontaneous jubilation," Paul says "Behold!" For the person
in Christ all things have become new. There should now be a new
perception of others (verse 16) and now the possibility to serve Christ
(verse 15) and others (verse 13) for the glory of God (verse 13).
Conclusion
The proper motives for genuine service are the fear of the Lord and
the love of Christ. Because of our relationship to the Lord we serve
Him and others.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What fleshly perspectives and external appearances do we use to
judge one another? In what ways can these appearances be deceiving?
2. There are many different kinds of fear. What kinds of fear should
we have for God? What kinds of fear should we not have for God? How
can the right kind of fear enhance our walk with God?
3. How should our love for Christ motivate us to carry on our
ministry of reconciliation to the world?

Lesson 12

Watch God Work
2 Corinthians 5:18-21
#25092

THINK ABOUT IT
"Jesus risen from the dead,
With us always, as You said;
Every day in all we do,
Help us live and love like You."
-Patrick Appleford

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
The Bible is full of God working miracles. You can watch God
work today.
I.

God has Reconciled Us to Himself

A.

We were Alienated
The first thing this passage says God did, was reconcile us to
Himself. The backdrop of reconciliation is alienation between God and
man. Man has rebelled against God; he has become God's enemy. God's
response to man's rebellion is wrath (Rom. 1:18).

B. God Reconciled Us to Himself (5:18, 19)
God has reconciled us to Himself (5: 18). The Greek word rendered
"reconciled" means "to change." When used between persons it means
changing their relationship from enmity to friendship.
Our reconciliation with God is "through Jesus Christ" (v. 18). As Paul
explains, "God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imput
ing their trespasses to them" (5: 19). The phrase. "God was in Christ recon
ciling" should be translated "in Christ, God was reconciling." The point of
this passage is not that God was in Christ; it is that He was reconciling
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through Christ. God reconciled through Christ by not imputing the sins of
the world to those in the world, but by placing them on Christ.
II. God has Given Us the Ministry of Reconciliation

A. God has Given Us the Ministry of Reconciliation (5:19)
The second thing God did in this passage was give believers the
ministry of leading others to reconciliation.
B. God has Given Us the Message of Reconciliation
Paul further explains the ministry of reconciliation as the word of
reconciliation (5: 19). The term "word" means "message." God has
given those reconciled the message of reconciliation-not the work of
reconciliation. They carry out the ministry by giving people the message.
III. Therefore, We are Ambassadors Through Whom God Works
(5:20)

A.

We Are Ambassadors (5:20)

Paul concludes, "Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ" (5:20).
An ambassador is more than a messenger; he is a representative of the

sovereign who sent him.

B.

We Implore People to Be Reconciled to God (5:20)
As ambassadors of Christ, we beseech people on behalf of Christ to
be reconciled to God.
God Works Through Us
As we implore others on Christ's behalf, it is as if God were plead
ing through us (5:20).

C.

Conclusion
God has given the ministry of reconciliation to those He has recon
ciled to Himself, and will work through them as they give others the
message of reconciliation.
The immediate context, the larger context in the passage itself, gives
us reasons why we ought to do this:
(1) thelove of Christ constrains us (5: 14)

(2) the ministry God has given motivates us (4: 1, 3: 12)
(3) the thought of God working excites us (5:20).
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FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How does the message of reconciliation relate to the work of
reconciliation? Why is one the job of the reconciled and the other the job
of the Reconciler?
2. In what ways does God work through us to reconcile others to
Himself? How should the knowledge that God is working through us
make us more bold?
3. What principles must an ambassador from another country
observe? Which of these principles can be applied to our job as ambas
sadors of Christ?

Lesson 13

Disguised Opportunities
2 Corinthians 6:1-10
#25093

THINK ABOUT IT
" God gives us all great opportunities brilliantly disguised as
impossible situations."
-Michael Cocoris

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
What are the "great opportunities?" What are the "impossible situa
tions?" Paul explains in 2 Corinthians 6: 1-10. The backdrop of this
passage is the charges against Paul (i.e., 1: 12, 13; 5: 13).

I.

Paul's Ministry: Don't Receive Grace and Be Fruitless (6:1-2)
Turning his attention from his ministry to sinners (chapter 5), to his
ministry to the Corinthians, Paul says, "We then, as workers together
with Him also plead with you not to receive the grace of God in vain"
(6: 1). "In vain" means "fruitless."
Paul makes a plea in this paragraph (6: 1-2) and then describes in
detail his manner of ministry (6:3- 10). He develops the plea in the next
paragraph (cf. 6: 11 ff.).
How does one receive the grace of God in vain? This statement is
addressed to the Corinthians who were believers (cf. 1:2). As a matter of
fact, in the Greek text "you" is emphatic (6:1). Once a person genuinely
receives the grace of God, he is sealed (1:22), and cannot come into judg
ment (John 5:24). It is possible, however, to be reconciled to God and be
fruitless. If a believer lives for himself he will be fruitless (cf. 5: 15).
Paul quotes Isaiah 49:8 and applies it to his readers. His point is that
in an acceptable time and in the day of salvation God hears and helps.
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For the Corinthians now is such a time. They should not receive the
grace of God in vain because God is ready to hear and to help them.
II. Paul's Manner: He Gave No Offense so His Ministry Would not

be Blamed (6:3-10)
Paul now describes his manner of ministry: "We give no offense in
anything, that our ministry may not be blamed" (6:3). The Greek word
translated "offense" means "an occasion of stumbling" and denotes that
which causes others to stumble.
Paul's ministry and message was of reconciliation (5: 18- 19). To
cause others to stumble would be inconsistent with his ministry. Paul
gave no offense "but in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of
God" (6:4). In every respect, in all he did and in all that had happened to
him, he did that which demonstrated that he was a minister of God. He
now mentions some of the ways he did that.

A.

He Endured Suffering (6 :4b-5)
"In much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, in stripes,
in imprisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings"
(6:4b-5). Many have pointed out that after " in much patience" this list
consists of three triplets, indicating that the "much patience" was demon
strated in three triplets of specific situations.
Paul ex hibited " much endurance." Paul exhibited endurance "in
tribulation, in needs, in distresses." The word "tribulation" means "pres
s ure." Paul e ndured pressure and perplexities. He also exhibited
endurance "in stripes, in imprisonments, in tumults." Later in this letter
Paul says he experienced "stripes above measure" (11:23)and then adds
"from the Jews five times I received 40 stripes minus one, three times I
was beaten with rods" ( 11 :24-25). He also says he was "in prisons more
frequently" ( 11 :23).
Moreover, he exhibited endurance "in labors, in sleeplessness, in
fastings." Sleeplessness does not mean insomnia but voluntarily going
without sleep to spend more time in ministry. Paul says he did that
"often" (cf. 11 :27). Likewise, "fastings" does not refer to a formal reli
gious fast, but voluntarily going without food to get more done. His
suffering demonstrated his endurance and his s incerity. Why else would
he endure such hardship? These trials authenticated his ministry. He
commended himself in enduring suffering.
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B.

He Exhibited Godliness (6:6-7a)
The second part of Paul's long list consists of, "By purity, clean heart
and clean hands, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, by the
Holy Spirit, by sincere love, by the Word of Truth, by the power of God"
(6:6-7a). This part of the list describes Paul's godly conduct, which, he is
arguing, commended him as a minister of God.
"By knowledge" (literally "in" knowledge) refers to knowledge of
God and His Word. "By longsuffering," means patience with people.
"By kindness" is meant a disposition of good or goodness in action. "By
the Holy Spirit" is an indication of the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in
his graces (Galatians 5:21-23).
"By sincere love" (literally "in" sincere love") means an unhypocrit
ical love. " By the Word of Truth," refers to Paul's preaching of the
gospel. "By the power of God" means the power of God manifested in
his preaching of the gospel (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:3 ff.).
C.

He Experienced Paradoxes (6:7b-10)
The third and final part of Paul 's long list says "By the armor of
righteousness on the right hand and on the left, by honor and dishonor, by
evil report and good report, as deceivers and yet truth, as unknown and
yet well known, as dying and behold we live, as chastened and yet not
killed, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich,
as having nothing and yet possessing all things" (6:7b-10). These para
doxical experiences also commended him.
The Greek word rendered "armor" actually means weapons. Paul's
weapons are not carnal (10:4), but on every side he uses weapons of righ
teousness. The shield was carried on the left arm and the sword was held
in the right hand. In offense and defense Paul used weapons of righ
teousness. Paul maintained his integrity through "honor" and "dishonor."
The next two couplets describe things said about him. He was
considered a deceiver by some and as a true man of God by others.
Hughes reminds us "it has always been the work of Satan and his
servants to attempt to overthrow the truth of God by calling it falsehood."
Paul was treated as a deceiver as well as a teacher of truth, but regardless
of the opinions of others, he was faithful to his calling.
Paul was constantly exposed to life threatening danger, yet he was
always delivered, so he lives! Life in the service of Christ was difficult
and dangerous, but for Paul it was just part of the discipline. After all he
was not killed; he was still alive.
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Consequently, he was "as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing" (verse
10). His life was filled with grief and pain, but his heart was filled with
joy. He was "as poor, yet making many rich" (verse 10). He was person
ally financially poor, but he made others spiritually rich so he was "as
having nothing yet possessing all things" (6: 10). This is a fitting climax
and conclusion. In one sense Paul had nothing-no family, no home, no
possessions, yet he possessed all things (cf. 1 Corinthians 3:21 ff.).
Conclusion
Through all his experiences Paul conducted himself as to give no
offence and so commended himself to others. The object is to keep your
balance and perspective. As Kipling said,

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
If you can wait and not he tired by waiting,
Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or being hated don't give way to hating,
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same:
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings-nor lose the common touch ...
Impossible situations are great opportunities to conduct yourself as a
servant of God.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. How is it possible to " receive the grace of God in vain"? What
fruit should we see in our own lives in order that we do not vainly receive
God's grace?
2. Paul wrote, "We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may
not be blamed" (6:3). What are some of the common "stumbling blocks"
that Christians often bring along with their message? How can we prevent
these stumbling blocks from hindering the message of the gospel?
3. In this passage Paul speaks of the armor, or weapons, of righ
teousness. What righteous armor has God given His servants? How
should we use that armor?

Lesson 14

Religion Can be Deadly
2 Corinthians 6: 11-7:4
#25094

THINK ABOUT IT
"The ship's place is in the sea, but God pity the ship when the
sea gets into it. The Christian's place is in the world, but God
pity the Christian if the world gets the best of him."
-Anonymous

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Paul established a church at Corinth and then left town. After his
departure a small group of false apostles came to the church (11: 12-15).
They questioned Paul 's integrity and sincerity because he did not return
as promised, because of what they said happened to the brother he told
the Corinthians to discipline, and no doubt because of his money raising.
These accusations raised doubts in the minds of the Corinthians and they
perhaps began to withdraw from Paul.
Paul speaks to some of these specific issues and about the ministry
in general. He now directly addresses his relationship to the Corinthians
and their relationship to him.
I.

Be Open to Saints (6:11-13)

A.

Paul had been Open
(6:11-13)
Addressing his readers directly, Paul says, "O, Corinthians! We have
spoken openly to you, our heart is wide open" (6:1). Only rarely does Paul
address his readers by name. When he does he is expressing strong feelings.
Paul has spoken freely to them. Paul 's open speech came from an
open heart. He did not close them out of his heart; he had opened his
heart to them, and there was plenty of room in it for them. Furthermore,
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Paul adds, "You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your
own affections" (6: 12).
Hughes captures the thought: "Paul's heart was not narrowed or
pinched by suspicions and misconceptions of the Corinthians. Though
he knew their feelings and though their attitude to him had been marked
by a deplorable lack of generosity, yet his love for them remained unaf
fected; there was no question of their being squeezed out of his heart."

B.

They had been Closed (6 :12)
The problem was that their affections were restricted. Their heart
was too narrow for Paul. The suspicions planted by Paul's enemies had
filled their hearts so that there was no room for Paul.
Paul Pleads with Them to be Open (6:13)
Paul pleads, "Now in return for the same (I speak as to children),
you also be open" (6: 13). In asking for an open heart he is speaking to
them as children. Paul led them to Christ and therefore he was their spir
itual father (cf. I Corinthians 4:15). lt is only natural and normal for a
child to return the same affection to the father.

C.

II. Don't be Unequally Yoked but be Separated unto the Lord
(6:14-7:1)
A. Don't be Unequally Yoked (6: 14)
Abruptly, Paul commands, "Do not be unequally yoked together
with unbelievers" (6: 14). Why does Paul say this here and what does he
mean by "unequally yoked?"
Evidently, the Corinthians were shutting Paul out of their hearts and
letting others (unbelievers) in, to the point of being yoked together with
them (verse 14). Earlier in the chapter Paul had pleaded with them not to
receive the grace of God in vain (6:1). Perhaps this injunction is an elab
oration on that concept.
The metaphor of "unequally yoked" is of two different animals
working side by side under the same yoke. For example, Moses said,
"You shall not plow with an ox or a donkey together" (Deuteronomy
22: 10). To be unequally yoked, then, refers to a believer (verse 14) and
an unbeliever (verse 15) being bound together in a working relationship.
B.

Because Believers are Completely Opposite of Unbelievers and are
the Temple of God (6 :14-16)
With a series of rhetorical questions, Paul explains that a believer
should not be yoked with an unbeliever because the two are complete
opposites. Righteousness and lawlessness have no fellowship.
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The last rhetorical question is further explained, "For you are the
temple of the living God." Believers are indeed the very temple of the
living God. God lives in them, walks among them, therefore, they should
not be unequally yoked with an unbeliever. Believers and unbelievers
are absolutely incompatible.
C.

Be Separated Unto the Lord (6:17-18)
Paul concludes, "Therefore 'Come out from among them and be
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and I will receive
you. I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty'" (6: 17-18). Because believers are so complete
ly opposite from unbelievers, and because they are God's temple, they
should come out from unbelievers and be separated unto the Lord.
2 Corinthians 6: 17-18 is a series of quotations from the Old
Testament. Verse 17 is basically derived from Isaiah 52: 11. Isaiah is
announcing God 's call to Israel to leave Babylon. They were to leave
that which was unclean in Babylon and only take the sacred vessels of
the temple with them. God wants His people separated from the unsaved
religious world.
God also demands that His people be separated unto Him. Verse 18
is taken from 2 Samuel 7: 14. God will not only receive with favor those
separated from the world, He will be a Father to them. Believers are the
family of God (verse 18).
Verse 17 and 18 are addressed to believers. This passage is not
teaching that God will be a father, and a individual will be a child of God
if that person comes out from unbelievers. It is saying since you are a
believer and therefore God dwells in you, act like His child and you will
enter fully into the experience of having God as your Father. He will
take care of you.
Verse 18 says God will be "a Father to you." There is a difference
between being the father of a son and being a father to a son. When a
man fathers a child he may be a poor father and consequently not be a
father to that child. He may spend no time with him and even fail to
provide for him.
When we trust Christ, God fathers us. As we are separated to Him, He
is a Father to us, but if we become unequally yoked with an unbeliever in
religious affairs, He is not able to be a Father to us. We do not allow Him.
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D. Cleanse Yourselves of Unholy Alliances and Continue Completing
Separation to the Lord (7:1)
If the Almighty God promised to shower His favor on us then "let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness." Such promises should motivate us
to cleanse ourselves from every kind of defilement, whether it be an
unclean activity which comes from being bound to an unbeliever or an
unclean disposition which results from being connected to an unsaved
person. Believers are to break off unholy alliances with unbelievers.
Believers should cleanse themselves and completely separate themselves
unto the Lord.

III. Be Open (7:2-4)
A. Paul had Wronged No One (7:2)
Changing subjects, Paul appeals to the Corinthians to "Open your heart
to us" (7:2). They shut Paul out (6: 12) because they were unequally yoked
with unbelievers (6: 14-7: 1). Paul gives three reasons why they should open
(literally " make room in") their hearts for him: " We have wronged no one,
we have corrupted no one, we have defrauded no one" (7:2).
B.

Paul Loved Them (7:3-4)
To prevent being misunderstood Paul quickly adds. "I do not say this
to condemn; for I have said before that you are in our hearts to die
together and to live together" (7:3). In other words, Paul is saying that by
denying the accusations mentioned in verse 2, he is only defending
himself, not blaming or condemning them. The implication seems to be
that he could have found fault but this is not his intent. He goes on to
explain that, as he has already said (cf. 6:11-13), they are in his heart. In
short, he loves them.
Thus, Paul observes: "Great is my boldness of speech toward you,
great is my boast on your behalf. I am filled with comfort, I am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation" (7:4). He was filled with comfort and
overflowed with joy even in the midst of his current affliction.
Conclusion
To sum up, don 't be unequally yoked with unbelievers and thus
defile yourself before the Lord and damage your relationship with other
believers. The primary and direct application of this passage today has to
do with "spiritual" or "religious" affiliations. As a believer, I am not to
join forces with unbelievers in a "religious" or "spiritual"enterprise.
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Likewise, business partnerships are not the subject of this passage,
but the principle applies. This principle can, in fact, be applied to any
relationship where the believer is responsible for moral decisions that
could be vetoed by the unbeliever.

FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. In what ways were the Corinthians' hearts too narrow for Paul?
What lead to this narrowness? How can we avoid the same kind of
narrowness?
2. In what sense should we be separated from the world? In what
sense should we be in the world? How can we keep these two senses
straight in our everyday lives?
3. In what ways might a Christian become unequally yoked with a
nonbeliever? What harm could such alliances lead to?

Lesson 15

The Joy of Serving the Lord
2 Corinthians 7:5-16
#25095

THINK ABOUT IT
"Life is like a game of tennis; the player who serves best
seldom loses."
-Anonymous

LESSONS FROM SCRIPTURE
Serving the Lord can be difficult and discouraging. The apostle Paul
talked about going without food and sleep, and even about going to jail
and being beaten. He was also ridiculed, lied about, slandered, doubted,
questioned and deserted. Serving the Lord can be discouraging.
There is joy, however, in serving the Lord. Paul describes this
comfort in 2 Corinthians 7:5

I.

God Encourages His Saints Through the Obedience to the Word
(7:5-12)

A.

Paul was Apprehensive (7:5)
Paul says, "For indeed when we came to Thessalonica, our flesh had
no rest, but we were troubled on every side" (7:5). As he said earlier, in
Troas he had no rest in his spirit because he did not find Titus there (2: 1213). He then left for Macedonia (2:13). Picking up where he left off in
2:13, he now says that when he came to Macedonia he had no rest in his
flesh but was troubled on every side. Paul goes on to say, "Outside were
conflicts, inside were fears." The pressure was external and internal,
outward and inward.
8.

God Used Titus to Comfort Paul (7:6-7)
"Nevertheless, God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by
the coming of Titus" (7:6). God used the coming of Titus to comfort
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Paul. No doubt the joy of the reunion of his friend and fellow worker
was part of the comfort. But in this case there was more, as Paul goes on
to explain: "And not only by his coming, but also by the consolation with
which he was comforted in you, when he told us of your earnest desire,
your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced even more" (7:7).
Titus had been encouraged by the Corinthians. That comforted Paul.
Titus also brought good news concerning their attitude toward Paul. The
Corinthians earnestly desired to see Paul again and to have a harmonious
and happy relationship with him. They mourned over having not disci
plined the disobedient brother (I Corinthians 5:2) and over having caused
Paul grief. Upon hearing this good report from Titus, Paul rejoiced even
more than he did in seeing Titus or knowing that Titus was encouraged.
C. Though Paul Regretted Writing to Them, He Now Rejoices (7:8-9)
Paul now explains his comfort and joy. "For even if I made you
sorry with my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it. For I
perceive that the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while.
Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow led to
repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might
suffer loss from us in nothing" (7:8-9). His explanation sounds compli
cated; it is rather simple.
Paul wrote a letter that caused the Corinthians grief and pain. Paul
acknowledges that he does not now regret having written that letter,
though he admits he did at one point. Love regrets causing pain, even
when the pain is necessary, as when a parent has to punish a child. In
Paul's case their pain was short-lived and led to repentance. Therefore,
he now rejoices in their repentance.

D. Godly Sorrow Produces Repentance to Salvation (7:10-11)
Since the Corinthians have said they were sorry, Paul now explains
two kinds of sorrow: "For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to
salvation, not to be regretted, but the sorrow of the world produces death"
(7: l 0). Sorrow can lead one to repent, and if that happens the repentance
is "to salvation," meaning spiritual deliverance. There is another sorrow
that only produces death. This is the kind that the world experiences.
There is a sorrow for the consequences, not a sorrow for the act. Thus,
there is not a change of mind that leads to God and deliverance.
TheCorinthians' godly grief led to spiritual deliverance. They
hastily and earnestly corrected their indifference for the incestuous
person. They corrected the wrong and thus cleared themselves.
Furthermore, they were indignant at themselves and fearful of God (and
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possibly Paul), in the best sense of the term. Moreover, they had a "vehe
ment desire" to see Paul and a zeal for him and his ministry.
This passage teaches that there are two kinds of sorrow - godly
sorrow and worldly sorrow. Godly sorrow results in deliverance, and
worldly sorrow results in death. Godly sorrow produces a change of
mind which results in a person changing his course of action. Worldly
sorrow only causes regret over the results of sin and perhaps motivates a
person to hide his sin.

Paul had Written to Demonstrate His Care for Them (7:12)
Paul concludes, ''Therefore, although I wrote to you, I did not do it
for the sake of him who had done the wrong, nor for the sake of him who
suffered wrong, but that our care for you in the sight of God might appear
to you" (7: 12). The reason Paul said what he did in 1 Corinthians 5 was
not to correct the incestuous person, though that was no doubt part of his
aim, nor was it to secure justice for the man's father, though that also was
intended. Rather, the main purpose for writing was that they might know
that he cared for them.
E.

II. God Encourages His Saints Through the Loving Treatment of
Believers to One Another (7:13-16)

A.

Paul was Even More Encouraged by Their Treatment of Titus (7:13)
"And we rejoiced exceedingly more for the joy of Titus, because his
spirit has been refreshed by you all" (7: 13). Paul was not only encour
aged by the godly sorrow of Corinthians, he was also encouraged by their
treatment of Titus. Titus could have encountered a difficult time from the
divided church at Corinth. Instead, he was refreshed by "all," indicating
a unified effort on the part of the church.
B.

Paul had Bragged About Them (7:14-16)
One of the reasons Paul was so greatly encouraged by their treat
ment of Titus was because Paul had boasted of them to him. Paul had
told Titus that the Corinthians would be obedient and correct the wrong
mentioned in I Corinthians 5. He was not ashamed at their response.
Furthermore. Paul adds. "And his affections are greater for you as he
remembered the obedience of you all, how with fear and trembling you
received him" (7: 15). Paul was not embarrassed; he was proven right,
and Titus has greater affections for them, remembering their obedience.
Paul concludes. "Therefore, I rejoice that I have confidence in you in
everything" (7: 16). This concludes this paragraph (7:5-16), this section
(6: 11-7:2) and for that matter the book up to this point. Their obedience
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to do what is right and their reception and treatment of Titus were
grounds for Paul to rejoice that he could trust them in every area. This is
the perfect transition to the discussion of the collection (chapters 8 and 9)
and false apostles (chapters 10-13).
Conclusion
God encourages His servants through believers obeying the Word
and loving each other. Some do not serve others in their church. As a
rule these are selfish, self-centered people. Others serve, encountering
difficulty and discouragement. Consequently they quit. Then there are
those who persevere in service until they see others being obedient to
the Lord and loving one another. That is one of the sources of joy in
serving the Lord.
FOR FURTHER STUDY
1. What kinds of regrets do we feel with worldly sorrow? With godly
sorrow? What kind of actions would these two kinds of sorrow prompt?
2. How can we tell the difference between the two kinds of sorrow
when we experience them?
3. Through what specific events and people did God encourage Paul
in this section? What does this imply about the source of encouragement
in the life of the Christian?

