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INTRODUCTION
These messages on Basic Bible Doctrine were
originally preached in the evening services of
the Church of the Open Door in downtown, Los
Angeles. Later, they were edited for release on
our daily radio broadcast. This booklet was
prepared to help radio listeners study with us
on our daily broadcast.
The series is divided into two parts. The
first part contains the doctrines of God, the
Bible and man. This booklet, Part 2, covers the
doctrines of sin, salvation, sanctification, the
church and future things.
Many believers today are Biblical illiter
ates. They do not know what they believe, or
why. In this day when so many false ideas are
influencing so many people, it is imperative
that we know what the Bible teaches and where
to find it. This series is designed to help
believers discover the basic truths of Bible
doctrine.
The messages, as originally preached at
the Church of the Open Door, are available on
tape in two cassette albums. Or, you may order
individual tapes if you desire. There is an
order form at the back of this booklet for your
convenience. It will give you complete infor
mation on how to order.
May the Lord use this booklet to help you
clarify what He teaches in His Word about basic
Bible doctrine.
- G. Michael Cocoris
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SIN IS NOT WHAT YOU THINK
If I were to stand on the street corner in
downtown, Anywhere, U.S.A. and ask people at
random, "Are you a sinner?" the vast majority
would say, 11 Yes. 11 Most Americaris are clear
about that.
But if I were to stand on that same street
corner and ask, "What is sin?" I would get at
least a dozen different answers. Most Americans
are confused about that. Some would say, 11 l 1m
not perfect." Others would reply, 11 1 1ve made
some mistakes," or, 11 l 1m not what I ought to
be. 11 The answers range from 11 1 dislike myself"
to 11 1 have disappointed others" to 11 1 have
disobeyed God. 11 Well, just what is sin, anyway?
If you were to study what the Bible says
about sin, you would immediately discover that
the Hebrew and Greek words for 11 sin 11 mean
"missing the mark, 11 "overstepping the boundary,"
etc. In othe~rds, there is a standard and
it is missed.
What is the standard? Many say it is the
law of God. For example, the Westminster larger
catechism declares, "Sin is any want of confor
mity unto or transgression of any law of
God .... 11 Others have suggested that while it
it true that the standard is the law of God,
there is yet another sense in which sin is more
than that. The standard is not just the law of
God, but the character of God (cf. Rom. 3:23).
That being the case, a good defin!J.l.o.o-DL~Jn
w<2,uld be that !J_._is anything contrary to t~e
,
character
of- trod. , . - - - - - - - - - -

________ _

The Scripture presents sin in four aspects.
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I•

Imputed sin:
to a 11 .
A.

The sin of Adam i s imputed
The result of imputed sin is phy
sical death (Rom. 5:12).

Definition.
The word 11 impute 11 means 11 to
charge, to credit, to impose. 11 The
doctrine of imputed sin states that
Adam 1s sin was imputed to (i.e.,
charged to) the human race.

B.

11.

Inherent sin:
a 11.
A.

Definition.
11 1nherent 11 means 11 the con st i tut ion, or essential character of any
thing.11 The doctrine of imputed sin
means that when Adam sinned, he became
an entirely different being--degener
ate and depraved. His very nature
became corrupt. It was a nature oppo
site of that belonging to God. Fur
thermore, every descendent of Adam
inherited an Adamic, corrupt, depraved,
sinful nature. This is called,
11 0 r i qi na 1 sin. 11

B.

Scriptural proof.

Scriptural proof.
The passage that teaches the
doctrine of imputed sin is Romans
5:12. The key phrase is, 11 for that
all have sinned. 11 In the Greek text,
the word 11 sin 11 is in the aorist tense.
·1n other words, when Adam sinned, we
a 11 sinned. A11 f e 11 in his fa 11 .
Adam was not just our representative;
we were there. We all actually sinned
when Adam sinned.
Before you jump to the conclusion
that this is unfair, remember: (1) if
you had been there you would have done
exactly what Adam and Eve did; (2) when
we trust Christ, His righteousness is
imputed to us and we do not consider
that imputation unfair.
Simply put, imputed sin is tel
ling us that what Adam did in the
past affects us. Actually, that kind
of thing happens all the time. For
example, my father was born in Greece.
As a young man he and his brother
came to this country. What he did
affected me. If he had not come to
this country, I would be in Europe
instead of America speaking Greek
instead of English.
-2-

a sin nature is inherent in

Ephesians 2:3 says that we were
by nature the children of wrath. By
the word 11 nature 11 we are not to
understand that a substance was in
fused into the human soul. Rather,
it is simply saying that we are
totally depraved, meaning that every
part of man 1s nature has been effected
by the fall. As a result of sin
entering the human race, man has a
darkened mind, degraded emotions and
a disobedient will.
Man's problem is not just iso
lated individual sins; his problem
is his very nature. Man does not
need reformation, he needs transfor
mation. Clipping a tiger's claws
will not make him lose his taste for

-3-

God's law.
blood. Picking the apples off of an
apple tree will not make it stop
producing apples. It's nature must
be changed in order to do that.
I I I.

Obviously, we sin in thought,
word and deed (cf. Mark 7:21-23). We
also sin by leaving things undone, as
well as by things that we do. This is
commonly called, "sins of omission"
and "sins of commission" (cf. I John
3:4, James 4:17),

Individual sins: sins are intentionally
committed by all.
A.

B.

Definition.
Either intentionally, or unin
tentionally, all commit sins. Per
sonal sins are anything contrary to
the law and character of God.

IV.

The state of sin: "Under sin" is the
judicial state of all.
A.

There is one other aspect of sin.
In several places, the Scripture
speaks of us as being "under sin. 11
Evidently, this is a state whereby all
men are sentenced under sin.

Scriptural proof.
Romans 3:23 says that all have
sinned. The Greek word for sin
literally means "to miss the mark. 11
The "mark" is God's glory. Sin, then,
is that which is contrary to God's
glory, character or law.
Several passages in the New
Testament state, "Sin is •.•. 11 In
I John 3:4 we are told that sin is
lawlessness. James 4:17 states, "To
know good and do it not is sin. 11
Romans 14:23 says, "Whatsoever is not
of faith is sin. 11
Note carefully that personal in
dividual sins include everything which
fails to conform to the character of
God. Sin is not just selfishness,
though sin very often has a selfish
motive, and selfishness is very often
sinful, but that is not exactly the
idea of sin in the Bible. Sin, in
the Scripture, is that which is con
trary to God's character and violates

-4-

Definition.

B.

Scriptural proof.
Several passages indicate that we
are under sin (cf. Romans 3:9, 11:32,
Gal. 3:22). This does not mean that
all people have committed all sins;
it means that regardless o-f the level
of sin you have experienced, you are
in the state of sin.

Conclusion:
Sin is everything contrary to the character
of God. There are four aspects of that: we
share in Adam's guilt (it is imputed to us); we
partake of Adam's nature (it is inherent in us);
we produce our own sins (they are intentionally
done in us); and we find ourselves in the state
of sin. In short, sin is lack of conformity to
God and His laws either in state, disposition,
or acts.

-5-

Sin is not what you think it is--it's worse.
In state, ancestry, nature and acts, men are
contrary to God's character and law. Man calls
it an accident; God calls it an abomination. Man
says it is a blunder; God says it is blindness.
Man thinks it is chance; God says it is choice.
Man refers to it as infirmity; God pronounces it
iniquity. Man deals with it as a weakness; God
contends it is willful.

WHAT IS ALL THIS SALVATION BUSINESS?
A pastor, witnessing to a teenager, asked,
"Have you ever been saved?" The young man re
sponded, 11 Yes. 11 The preacher then said, "Tell
me about it. 11 The teenager told this tale:
When I was small, my father took me fishing.
We were in a small boat on a big, but calm, lake
when I decided to move to the other end of the
boat. As I walked toward the other side of the
boat, I slipped and fell into the lake. I
panicked and screamed and struggled. My father
jumped in and pulled me out. That's how I got
saved.
That particular story is apocryphal, but
the point is accurate. When I was an itinerate
evangelist I had people tell me similar stories
on several occasions. Many people simply do not
understand salvation--at all! Most think it
means to be saved from damage. Christians
believe it means to be saved from damnation.
What is all this salvation business, anyway?
In the Bible, the word 11 saved 11 means 11 to
de 1 i ver, or rescue. 11 It is used of ·de 1 i verance
from danger or death (Matt. 8:23-25). It is also
used of deliverance from disease (Matt. 9:20-22),
and then it is used of deliverance from damna
tion (Matt. 1:21).
A clarification needs to be made. Techni
cally, theologically, salvation includes many
more things. Under the topic of salvation, theo
logians discuss such things as the nature of
election, the extent of atonement, the work of
the Trinity, and even eternal security. But
Biblically, the word simply means 11 deliverance. 11
It can be deliverance from danger, disease, or
damnation. It can be physical or spiritual.

-6-
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The purpose of this message is not to discuss
all of the theological ramifications of salva
tion. Rather, it is to discuss just spiritual
salvation, that is, deliverance from sin.

died and paid the penalty for our sin.
Based on that, when we trusted Christ,
we were forgiven and declared right 
eous. Note carefully that justifica
tion includes both forgiveness and
being declared righteous.

In the Biblical, spiritual sense, the word
"saved" has three meanings. The Bible says, 11 1
have been saved" (Tit. 3: 5) ; 11 I am being saved"
(11 Cor. 2:15; I Tim. 4:16; James 1 :21); and "I
( will be saved" (Rom. 13:11; I Pet. 5:1; Heb.

C.

A third term used for phase I of
our sa 1vat ion is II regenerat i on 11 (Tit.
3:5). The theological definition of
"regeneration" is 11 to impart new l ife. 11
The popular expression of this same
phenomena is the Bib l i ca 1 term "born
again . 11

9:27,28).
I.

Salvation from the penalty of sin.
A.

Forgiveness.
The Scripture uses several dif
ferent terms to talk about this phase
of our salvation. One such term is
11 forgiveness. 11 The Greek word 11 for
give11 means 11 to send away. 11 God sends
away our sins. This is done because
of the death of Christ. In His death
He paid for sin, so God can forgive
s in (cf. Co 1. 1 : 14) •

B.

Justification has to do with a
person's standing before God (that is,
he is either unrighteous, or declared
righteous). Regeneration has to do
with a person's state before God
(that is, he is either dead or alive
to God). The first changes a person's
standing; the second his state. One
is objective; the other is _subjective.

Justification.
Another term the Bible uses to
refer to phase I of our salvation, is
justification (Rom. 3:24). To 11 jus
tify11 means 11 to declare righteous."
It does not mean to make righteous,
but to declare righteous. It is a
legal term that refers to the verdict
of a court.
How can God pronounce me right
eous when I am obviously guilty
before Him? We are sinners and
deserve the penalty of our sin, which
is death. The answer is that Christ

-8-

Regeneration.

Forgiveness, justification and
regeneration all take place at the same
moment and are all by faith (cf. Luke
7:48-50; John 3:7,15; Rom. 3:28).
II.

Salvation from the power of sin.
A.

The problem.
Those who have trusted Christ are
saved--past tense--completed act. Yet,
there is another sense in which they
are being saved. The past completed
act of salvation is from the penalty of
sin. The present continuous action is

-9-

X-rated movies, yelling and the zodiac.
When Christ comes, and we go to be with
Him, we'll be delivered from the very
presence of sin.

from the power of sin.
Even if you have been forgiven,
declared righteous and have a new
nature, you are still a sinner. Phase 1
took care of imputed sin, past personal
sin, but we still have a sin nature.
The New Testament calls it the 11 flesh. 11
Thus, you can be saved (Phase I) and
sin. You can be saved and still need
saving. That is, you can be saved
from the penalty of sin and need saving
from the power of sin.
B.

Salvation from the presence of sin.
A.

From sin and self inside us.
We wiil also be changed, and thus
delivered, from the sin and self inside
us (cf. Phil. 3:21; I John 3:2). A
believer needs to be delivered, not
only from the sin outside, but also
from the sin inside. Deliverance from
the presence of sin includes both.

The solution.
James says, 11The Word is able to
· save your soul 11 (James 1 :21). The word
11 soul 11 should be translated 11 1 ife. 11
Obedience to the Word will keep you
from wasting your 1 ife in the world.
Paul adds that if we walk in the Spirit
we will not fulfill the desires of the
flesh (Gal. 5: 16).

I I I.

B.

Conclusion:
Spiritual salvation is deliverance from sin,
it I s pena 1ty, power and presence. I have been
saved, I am being saved and I will be saved.
To be delivered from the penalty of sin, you
must trust Christ. To be delivered from the
power of sin, you must obey Christ. Are you
saved, and are you being saved?

From this sin-saturated world.
The Bible teaches that there is a
future salvation. This one is from
the very presence of sin (cf. Rom.
13:11; Heb. 9:28; I Pet. 1:5).
The world is filled with sin
from A to Z. Adultery, bitterness,
coveteousness, drunkeness, envy,
frustration, griping, hatred, idola
try, jealousy, killing, lying, mug
ging, nakedness, orgies, pride, quar
reling, reveling, strife, theivery,
unthankfulness, violence, witchcraft,
-10-

-11-

PLEASE EXPLAIN SANCTIFICATION
As a young Christian I wanted to scream,
' 'Will someone please explain sanctification to
me?" As a non-Christian, "sanctification" was
not in my vocabulary. Then, when I became a
believer, no two Christians seemed to agree on
what it meant.

ideas in sanctification: separation from sin and
separation to God. There are three aspects of
sanctification, commonly called, positional, pro
gressive and perspective.
I.

Positional sanctification.
Definition. Positional sanctification
is the work of God whereby He sets us apart
to Himself to be saints. (This is popular
ly and Biblically called being saved, but
the Bible also cal ls this sanctification.
Cf. Heb. 10:10.)

Most Christians who use the word say it
means a second work of grace whereby God makes
you holy. According to them, you need to pray
through, that is, hang on to God, until He
blesses you this second and final time.

A.

Other Christians didn't use the word much,
and when ·they did they disagreed with those who
used it all the time. This bunch seemed to
feel that rather than hanging on, you needed to
"let go and let God."
Now my confusion: Do I let go, or do I
hang on? To add to the chaos, the preachers
respected the most never used the word at all!
I finally decided that if one was going to be
sanctified, it meant that he didn't do the
"filthy five," the "nasty nine, 11 or the "dirty
dozen." But what I really wanted to know was
if someone could please explain sanctification
to me.
The word "sane ti fy" means "to set apart. 11
In the Bible it is applied to God, things,
people and places. God is set apart, that is,
from His creatures called humans, and from cor
ruption called sin (Lev. 11:44). The third
person of the Trinity is called the 11 Holy 11
Spirit. Things are sanctified, e.g., the Tab
ernacle (Ex. 29:44). The priests were also
sanctified (Ex. 29:44).
Some suggest that there are two basic
-12-

This is accomplished by the blood of
Christ.
Hebrews 10:10 tells us that by the
shedding of His blood, Christ paid for
sin and bought us for Himself. Thus, we
are separated unto Him.

B.

This is accomplished by the Holy
Spirit.
Positional
accomplished by
II Thess. 2:13;
The Holy Spirit

C.

sanctification is also
the Holy Spirit (cf.
I Pet. 1:2;Rom. 15:16).
sets us apart.

This is accomplished by faith.
In order for us to be positionally
sanctified, we must trust Christ
(II Thess. 2:12). When we trust Christ
we are, by the Holy Spirit, set apart
unto God.

II.

Progressive sanctification.
Definition. Progressive sanctifica
tion is the work of God whereby we are
-13-

C.

practically and progressively set apart to
be saintly. (This is what is commonly
referred to as sanctification.)
It is this aspect of sanctification
that is distinct from justification. Jus
tification is the act of God whereby He
declares a sinner righteous. Sanctifica
tion (technically, progressive sanctifica
tion) is the work of God whereby He works
in the saint the righteousness He de
clared at justification. In other words,
in justification we were declared right
eous in order that in sanctification we
might become righteous. One is an act;
the other is a process. Justification is
wh~t God does for us; sanctification is
what God does in us.
It is also a paradox. Justification
pronounces us clean. Sanctification com
mands us to cleanse ourselves. Justifica
tion declares us righteous. Sanctifica
tion demands that we be righteous. Jus
tification says that we are complete.
Sanctification says that we still have a
lack. One is our position and the other
is our practice. We need to be what we
are.
A.

This is accomplished by the Word.
Progressive sanctification is
accomplished by the Word of God
( John 17: 17) .

B.

This is accomplished by chastening.
God also chastens us that we
might be progressively set apart to
Him (Heb. 12:9-11).
-14-

This is accomplished by obedience.
Our part in progre~sive sanctifi
cation is to be obedient to the Word of
God (Rom. 6:16-19). Notice carefully
that Romans 6:16 says that we are to
be obedient to righteousness. Verse 19
says that our righteousness is to lead
to ho 1 iness.

I II.

Perspective sanctification.
Definition. Perspective sanctifica
tion is the work of God whereby we are
finally and completely set apart unto Him
( I Thess. 4: 17).
A.

This is accomplished by the rapture.
When Jesus Christ comes, we will
be caught up to meet Him in the air
(I Thess. 4:17), we shall be like Him,
(I John 3:2), and will forever be with
Him (I Thess. 4:17). That will be
complete sanctification. We will be
set apart, separated to Him to be like
Him and be with Him.

Conclusion:
Sanctification simply means 11 to set apart."
The spiritual sanctification of people is the
work of God whereby He sets them apart unto Him
self. He does it in three stages: positionally,
by the blood of Christ; progressively, by the
Word of Christ; and perspectively, by the coming
of Christ.
Sanctification is not sanctimoniousness,
nor a 11 second b1es sing," nor a eradication of
the sin nature. It is simply the work of God
whereby we are set apart unto Him.

-15-

WHAT IS THE CHURCH?

about the church until the book of
Acts.
The church started on the day of
Pentecost. Let me demonstrate that
from the New Testament. In Ephesians
1:22-23, the church is called the
11 body of Christ. 11
I Corinthians 12:13
explains that people are placed into
the body Christ by the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. Now the question is,
When did the baptism of the Holy Spirit
begin? If we know the answer to that,
we will know when the body of Christ
(the church) started. The book of Acts
gives us the answer. In Acts 1 :5,
Jesus said that the baptism of the Holy
Spirit was still future. Then Pente
cost occurred. After that, Cornel ius 1
household received the baptism of the
Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 10:44-47). In
Acts 11, Peter said that what happened
on the Gentiles was the same thing that
happened to the apostles at the begin
ning and called it the baptism of the
Holy Spirit (cf. Acts 11:15, 16). There
fore, the baptism of the Holy Spirit
started at Pentecost, and thus, the
church started at Pentecost.

Ma rt in Luther once wrote, 11 A chi 1d of seven
years knows what the church is. It is made up
of holy believers and lambs who hear the voice
of the Good Shepherd. 11 I wonder if Martin
Luther would say that today. There is consid
erable confusion as to the nature of the church.
When most hear the word 11 church 11 they immediate
ly think of a building or of a denomination,
like Episcopalian, Presbyterian, Lutheran, Meth
odist, Baptist, Pentecostal, Roman Catholic.
What, then, is the church? In the Bible,
the word 11 church 11 is used in a secular sense and
in a spiritual sense. In the secular sense it
refers to a town meeting (Acts 19:39,41). In
the spiritual sense it refers to the universal
church and local churches.
I.

The Universal church.
A.

B.

Definition.
The Greek word 11 chu rch 11 1 i te ra 11 y
means 11 assemb 1y. 11 In one sp i r i tua 1
sense, it is an assembly of all saved
Christians. Obviously, that assembly
has never assembled, so we define the ·
universal church as: 11The spiritual
organism composed of all saved people
from Pentecost to the rapture.·
Scripture.
Where does the Bible talk about
the universal church? In the Old Tes
tament? rfo. It is not there at a 11.
In the Gospels? No. In the Gospels,
the church is still future (Matt. 16:
18). The Bible does not start talking
-16-

II.

The local church.
Definition. Remember, the word church
means assembly, but obviously, just an
assembly of people who happen to be Christ
ians would not be a church. Believers
could all meet in a coliseum for an evan
gelistic meeting, but that would not be the
local church in the New Testament sense of
the term. The way the word church is used
in the New Testament, it refers to: (1)
-17-

believers; (2) who are baptized; (3) who
are organized; (4) for a purpose. So a
simple definition of the local church is
a group of baptized believers who are
organized for the purpose of doing God's
will and work. Let's discuss several
aspects of the local church.

exception to irrrnersion in church
history was by pouring, not sprinkling,
and it was only allowed in cases where
irrrnersion was not possible, such as
when the person was sick. Sprinkling
was not generally practiced until the
twelfth century.

A.

The second ordinance of the local
church is the Lord's Supper. It is
another battle ground of interpreta
tion. Is it sacrament (that is, a
means of grace), or symbol? The Roman
Catholic church teaches trans-substan
tiation, that is, the bread and the
wine become the actual body and blood
of Christ. The Lutherans teach con
substantiation, that is, that there is
no change in the elements at all, but
somehow Christ is "in, with and under"
the bread and the wine. Others believe
it is a memorial, that is, a symbolic
rememberance of Christ's death and
resurrection.

Organization.
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.
B.

Christ is the Head (Eph. 1:22).
Elders are responsible (Acts 14:
23; I Pet. 5:1-3).
Deacons assist (Acts 6: 1-7; I Tim.
3: 8-1 3) .
Gifted men equip (Eph. 4:11-16).
All believers minister (Heb. 10:
24,25).

0 rd i nances.
There are two ordinances of the
local church. The first is baptism.
Baptism is one of the battle grounds
of basic Bible doctrine. For centur
ies, Christians have debated and been
divided over its meaning (that is,
what does it do? Is it a symbol, or
salvation?), its matter (that is, who
should be baptized? Is it for babies
or believers?), and its mode (that is,
how is it done? By dipping, or by a
dripping a few drops on the head?).
In my opinion, baptism is a
symbo 1 ( I Pet. 3: 21) , and it is for
believers only (Acts 18:8). There is
not one clear-cut case of infant bap
tism in the entire Bible. I would
also say that it should be done by
i rrrners ion. The very word "baptism"
means "to dip, or irrrnerse. 11 The first
-18-

Those who believe that it is a
sacrament point to the verse where
Jesus said, "This is my body .•. blood"
(e.g., Matt. 26:26-::'ia). Those who
believe it is a symbol point to the
verse where Jesus said, "This do in
rememberance of Me" (e.g., Luke 22: 19).
In my opinion, The Bible teaches
that the Lord's table is a symbol and
not a sacrament. The word "is" in the
Bible can be used in a figurative, not
a 1 iteral sense. For example, Jesus
said, "I am the door." Furthermore,
when He said, "This is my blood" it
had to be figurative because His blood
was obviously still in His veins. So
-19-

He must have meant that the 1 iquid in
the cup was a symbol of His blood.
C.

Orders.
The one great charge and challenge
God has given the church is the Great
Commission (Matt. 28:18-20). There are
three basic elements to these orders:
evangelism, education and edification.

Conclusion:
What is the church? The answer depends on
which aspect of the church you mean. The uni
versal church is the spiritual organism composed
of all saved people from Pentecost to the rap
ture. The local church is a spiritual organiza
tion of baptized believers who are organized for
the purpose of doir.g God's will.
If there is a common idea between the two
it is the concept of 11 assembly. 11 Hebrews 10:25
says, 11 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together. 11 That is a reference to the local
church. 11 Thessalonians 2:1 says, "by our
gathering together unto Him. 11 That is a refer
ence to the universal church. The fascinating
thing is that the term "assembling" in Hebrews 10
and "gathering together" in II Thessalonians 2
is the same Greek term. In other words, we
assemble together here and one day all believers
will assemble up there. What a meeting that
will be! In the meantime, we should all attend
and support our local church, as well as minister
to other believers when we do.
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TOOTH FAIRIES, LEPRECHAUNS

&

ANGELS

When I was a chi 1d my mother to 1d me about
the tooth fairy. If I put my tooth under the
pillow, I would discover a quarter the next
roorning in its place. Somewhere along the line
I learned there was no such thing as a tooth
fairy. I also remember believing in other
imaginary characters, 1 ike leprechauns. A lep
rechaun is a tricky little man with a twinkle in
his eye. But again I learned that he, too, was
just a ficticious fairy.
Then I became a Christian and discovered
that believers believed in guardian angels, and
even demons. I was willing to believe in God
and miracles, but angels! Now that's where I
drew the 1 ine. I thought at the time, I 1 ve been
fooled once or twice, but not this time.
Do you believe in tooth fairies, lepre
chauns and angels? I must confess to you that
I do not believe in tooth fairies or lepre
chauns, but I 1 ve come to believe in angels, and
even demons.
I.

The Bible teaches that God created angels.
A.

Angels are created beings.
No one can absolutely prove that
angels exist. But if you believe the
Bible is the word of God, you are
forced to believe in angels. For it
teaches that God created beings called
angels. It does not give us a
detailed description of the act, but
it says that God created all things
(Gen. 1:1; John 1:3; Col. 1:16) and
angels appear on the pages of Scrip-21-

ture. So we must conclude that God
created them.
B.

Angels are personal beings.
Theologians define a person as a
being with intellect, emotions and a
will. Angels are such creatures: they
have intellect (I Pet. 1: 12); they
have emotion (Luke 2:13); and will
(Jude 6).
They are often depicted as having
wings. Do they? Hebrews 1:14 says
they are spiritual beings, which leads
me to suggest that they do not have a
body; at least they do not have flesh
· and blood. Apparently, they do not
have the power of reproduction, and
neither do they die. Yet, in the
Bible, they are always designated by
the masculine gender. (Zach. 5:9 is
one possible exception.) They have
appeared and men have seen them (Luke
1:11,12). The Bible even says they
have wings (Isa. 6:2).
The point is, the Bible teaches
that God created beings called angels.
They are not the spirits of the
departed, nor are they glorified
human beings. They are a special
creation from God. Theologians divide
them into two groups: elect and
fallen, or more popularly, angels and
demons.

II.

Elect angels do God 1 s bidding.
A.

who did not follow Satan when he fell ,
do God ' s b i dd i n g (cf . I Tim. 5: 21 ) . I n
order to do that, they are organized.
Michael is the only angel in the Bible
designated as an archangel (Jude 9),
though there must be others, for Daniel
10:13 says that Michael is one of the
chief princes. Under these there are
other angels (Eph. 3:10).

Elect angels are organized.
The elect angels, that is, those
-22-

B.

Angels do God 1 s bidding.
Angels are cal led "ministering
spirits" (Heb. 1:14). They minister
to God (Isa. 6:1-3), to nations (Dan.
10:21;12:1), to unbelievers (Acts 12:
23), and to believers (Matt. 18:10,
Heb. 1:14).

Ill.

Fallen angels oppose God.
A.

Satan.
Satan was a created angel (Ez.
28: 13, 14; Matt. 12:24). As a matter
of fact, he was a "cherub" (Ez. 28: 14).
He evidently had a privileged position
and was perfect. Then he sinned.
Isaiah 14 describes it as 11 1 will. .. ,
I will. •• , I will. ••• 11 Paul calls it
by its name: pride (I Tim. 3:6). When
he sinned, others followed. He is now
the prince of demons (Matt. 12:24).
His purpose is to oppose God and His
program and His people. The very name
11 Satan 11 means adversary.
He influenced
Peter (Matt. 16:23) and even entered in
to Judas (John 13:27). He blinds the
minds of unbelievers (I I Cor. 4:4).
His other name, 11 Devi P' means 11 to
s 1ander. 11 He evident 1y s 1anders be1 ievers before God. He also tempts
-23-

believers to lie (Acts 5:3) and to
commit immorality (I Cor. 7:5).
By the way, there is no indica
tion in the Bible that the devil has
horns, tails, or hoofs.
B.

Imprisoned demons.
Evidently, when Satan fell, some
of the angels followed him instead of
God. These fallen angels are called
demons. Demons can be divided into
two classifications: imprisoned
demons and active demons.
There is no question that the
Bible teaches that some angels are
imprisoned (cf. II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6),
but there is great debate concerning
when and how it happened.

C.

Active demons.
The second group of demons are
not imprisoned. They are loose and
active. They aid Satan in opposing
God (Matt. 24:41). They also influ
ence nations (Dan. 10:13). They can
possess people (Matt. 8:28), promote
false doctrine (I Tim. 4:1) and even
attack believers (Eph. 6:12).

Conclusion:
God created a form of being called angels.
Some are elect and do God 1 s bidding. Others
are fallen and oppose Him.

Some maintain that the sons of
God in Genesis 6 are angels who
lusted after the daughters •of men
and left their abode to cohabit with
them. As punishment, the theory
says, God imprisoned them. Others
disagree with this theory. They say
that the sons of God in Genesis 6
are the godly 1 ine of Seth. It is
their contention that II Peter and
Jude are referring to those angels
who followed Satan in his original
rebellion. The problem is, why are
some imprisoned and others not?
I tend to accept the view which
says that Genesis 6 is describing
fallen angels. But the point is
that some angels are imprisoned.
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AN OUTLINE OF THINGS TO COME

A.

B.

There will be a period called the Tribu
lation.
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Other passages give details.
According to other passages, the
Tribulation will last for seven years
(Dan. 9:25-27; Rev. 12:6,14). It will
witness the rise of the anti-Christ
(I Thess. 2). It will also witness the
fal 1 of the wrath of God (Rev. 6:16,17),

I I.

After the Tribulation Christ will return.
Matthew 24:30
A.

The Second Coming is after the Tribula
tion.
Note Matthew 24: 29,30 very care
fully. Verse 29 says that there will be
a Tribulation. Then the two verses to
gether say, "after the Tribulation of
those days ••. the Son of Man will
come .••• " These two verses clearly
teach that the second coming of Jesus
Christ is after the Tribulation.

B.
I.

Matthew 24:4-14

In Matthew 24:4-14, Jesus described
the end of the age. He said that it
would be a period characterized by false
messiahs, war, natural disaster, perse
cution, spiritual decline and even the
worldwide preaching of the gospel.
Verse 29 says, "After the Tribulation
of those days." In other words, what the
Lord described, in Matthew 24:4-14, is
called the Tribulation.

There are three levels of knowledge of
Bible doctrine. At level one, a person can
describe a doctrine. At level two, he can de
monstrate it, that is, prove it from the Bible.
At level three, he can defend it, that is, he
can answer objections to it.
Let me illustrate. What does a person
have to do to be saved? A person with level
one knowledge of basic Bible doctrine would
say, 11 Be 1 i eve on Christ. 11 The person may not
know where the Bible teaches that, but he knows
the Bible teaches that. A person with level
two know 1edge wou 1d say, "Be 1 i eve on Christ. 11
He not only knows the Bible teaches that, but
he can point to verses where it says that. A
person with level three knowledge would say,
"Believe on Christ," and if someone were to
object and say, "No, you must have works, this
person would turn to a passage like Ephesians
2:8,9 and be able to demonstrate that works do
not save. Now let me ask you, What do you know
about prophecy? Most Christians don't know
much. Even those in Bible-teaching churches
only know that there will be a rapture, a
tribulation and that the Lord wil 1 reign on the
earth for a thousand years. But do you have
level two knowledge of prophecy? That is, can
you take a Bible and show me where it says
there will be a tribulation? Can you prove
that the Lord will reign on the earth for a
thousand years? Can you demonstrate the order
of things to come?

Jesus described it.

The Second Coming will be dramatic.
The Second Coming of Christ will be
the most spectacular, sensational, stu
pendous event in all the history of the
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universe. Anything T.V., Hollywood, or
Disneyworld has ever done will be like
striking a match and comparing it to
a bolt of lightning by comparison.

His glory. 11 The point is, after He
returns He reigns. Theologically, this
is called the Millenium, which is
simply a Latin word that means "one
thousand yea rs. 11

This passage tells us that there
will be darkness--total darkness.
Then, in the midst of that total
blackout, a bright brilliant light
will appear. That will be dramatic,
indeed.

B.

Granted, Matthew 25:31 does not
say that He will rule and reign on the
earth a thousand years, but Revelation
20:1-3 does. By ·the way, Revelation
20:1-3 is a vision. The vision con
sists of a dragon, a chain and a bot
tomless pit. But the passage also
includes interpretation. John tells
us that the dragon represents Satan.
The thousand years is part of the
interpretation and not the vision.
Therefore, the thousand years is not
symbolic, but 1 iteral.

Verse 30 says that all the tribes
of the earth will see Him. That sug
gestion has led some to believe that
His coming will extend over many
hours. If He descends gradually, then
as the earth rotates, the entire world
would be able to see Him as Heap
proaches.
Ill.

After Christ returns He will reign on the
earth. Matthew 25:31
A.

Jesus said He would reign after His
return.
Matthew 24:30 talks about the
Son of Man coming .•• with power and
great glory. What follows, in Matthew
24 is a series of applications. By
parable and by preaching, the Lord
says, in essence, 11 Get ready. 11 Then,
in Matthew 25:31, He picks up where
He left off in Matthew 24:30. In
Matthew 25:31 He says, "When the Son
of· Man sha 1'1 come in His g 1ory. 11 So
Matthew 25:31 comes immediately after
Matthew 24:30.
Matthew 25:31 goes on to say,
"Then shall He sit upon the throne of
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Other passages give the details.

IV.

Christ will rapture the church before the
Tribulation.
But what about the rapture? Doesn 1 t
the Bible teach that Christians will be
removed from the earth? The answer is
11 Yes 11 (cf.
I Thess. 4:15-17). The great
question is, When? There are three pos
sible answers: (1) before the Tribula
tion; (2) during the Tribulation; (3)
after the Tribulation. I believe the
correct answer is the first one. The Lord
will rapture the church before the Tribu
lation. There are dozens of arguments
to support that; I'd like to mention two.
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A.

B.

His inminent coming indicates pre
Tribulation rapture.

wrath, then the church will not go
through the Tribulation.

The New Testament teaches that
Christ's coming is inminent, not
"soon. 11 The word "imminent" means
"impending, 1 ikely to happen without
delay," whereas 11 soon 11 means "before
long, shortly, quickly, promptly
(as soon as possible)." Passage after
passage pictures the Lord's coming as
inminent. Not that He has to come
soon, but that He could come at any
minute. For example, in James 5:9
it says, "the judge standeth before
the door." Mitton, an English com
mentator, says of this verse, "James
clearly believed, as others of his
time did, that the coming of Christ
is inminent." Mitton did not believe
in pre-Tribulation rapture, yet he
acknowledges that the New Testament
teaches inminency.

Revelation 3:10 adds to all that
has been said that He wi 11 "keep us
from the hour of temptation, which
shall come upon all the world."

His wrath during the Tribulation
demands pre-Tribulation rapture.

Conclusion:
Let's sunmarize:
- There will be a Tribulation period (Matthew

24:29),
- The Lord will return after the Tribulation
(Matthew 24:30).
- The Lord will reign on the earth after His
return (Matthew 25:31).
- The Lord will rapture His church first
(Revelation 3:10).
By studying these passages carefully, you
can have level two knowledge of Bible prophecy.
You can know an outline of things to come and
verses to support it.

The second reason I personally
believe that the New Testament teaches
that the Lord wil 1 rapture the church
before the Tribulation has to do with
the wrath of God. In I Thessalonians
1:10 we are told that Christ delivered
us from the wrath which is to come.
I Thessalonians 5:9 says that God has
not appointed us to wrath. The book
of Revelation teaches that the Tribu
lation is a time of God's wrath (cf.
Rev. 6:15-17), If Christians will
not experience the wrath of God, and
the Tribulation is a time of God's
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HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW?
When I originally preached this series of
messages on Bible doctrine at the Church of the
Open Door in downtown, Los Angeles, I gave the
congregation a test at this point in the series.
One Sunday evening I passed out a piece of paper
with twenty questions on it. I had them all
answer the questions and then gave them the
answers. The following is that test. Why don't
you take it, and then I'll give you the answers.
T

F

1. God is an eternal, personal spirit.

T

F

2. The Bible teaches there is one God
who exists in three persons.

T

F

3. The Trinity was not complete until
Christ was born.

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

T

F

4. God the Father has a body.
5. Jesus is 100% God and 100% man.
6. The Holy Spirit is a power.
7. The Bible contains the Word of God.
8. The Bible is inerrant in the Greek
and Hebrew texts today.
9. God's program has not changed.
10. "Created in the image of God" means
that man has a body, soul and
spirit.
11. Every part of man has been affected
by sin and, therefore, he is unable
to respond to God.
12. I am guilty because Adam sinned.
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T

F

13. Salvation is past, present and
future.

T

F

14. Sa 1vat ion is by faith in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.
15. Justification is (a) imputed right
eousness (b) imparted righteous
ness.

16. Sanctification means (a) a second
blessing (b) eradication of the
sin nature (c) set apart.
17. Progressive sanctification is
accomplished by (a) the Word
(b) chastisement (c) obedience
(d) all of the above.
18. The ordinances of the church are
(a) baptism and the Lord's Supper
(b) elders and deacons (c) evan
gelism and edification.
19. It is possible to communicate with
(a) elect angels (b) demons
(c) neither (d) both.
20. After Christ returns to the earth,
(a) He will take us to heaven
(b) He will reign on the earth for
1,000 years.

Answers:
3-F
4-F
5-T
1-T 2-T
6-F
7-F 8-F 9-F 10-F
11-T 12-T
13-T 14-T 15-a 16-c 17-d 18-a 19-d 20-b
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If you got 15 - 20 correct, that means that
you have faithfully 1 istened to these messages
and you have 1 istened well. Or, it may mean
that you know something about basic Bible doc
trine. If you got 10-14 correct, it means that
you need to study. If you got less than 10
correct, you are a sitting duck for a cult.
The test that you just took is a simple
basic exam. If you got a good score, don't get
too proud. It could have been much tougher.
But if you did poorly on such a simple test,
you definitely lack knowledge of basic Bible
doctrine. You need to learn. Go over the
notes of this booklet carefully. You may want
to order the tapes and listen to them again.
There is a order form at the back of this book
let. You definitely need to attend a Bible
believing church and learn the basics of the
Bible.
Let me point out that the New Testament
recognizes that there is a body of truth called
doctrine (cf. Acts 2:42; I I Tim. 3:16, Jude 3).
According to Ephesians 4:14, if you don't know
doctrine you will be tossed to and fro. You
could even be seduced by the teachings which
originate with demons (I Tim. 4:1). So, there
is a body of teaching in the New Testament
called doctrine. You need to know it. To not
know it is to leave yourself open to confusion
and the cults.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH?
It was probably one of the first questions
man asked. It has been asked by every man in
every age as long as man has been on the earth.
It is still asked today--every day, everywhere.
It is one of the most basic questions in 1 ife.
What happens after death?
That question was asked early. One of the
first men to live on the earth was Job. He
asked, 11 lf a man dies, shall he live again?"
(Job 14:14). Archeologists and historians have
found that every culture and civilization has
had opinions and views of what happens after
death. The question is definitely asked today.
There are four basic views as to what
happens after death: annihilation; soul-sleep;
reincarnation; immortality.
I.

Annihilation.
A.

The position.
Some say that when we die there
is nothing. We are annihilated. All
atheists, and most agnostics, take
this position. Madeline Murray 0 1 Hair
has said, "The business of the public
schools where attendance is compul
sory, is to prepare children to face
the problems on earth, not to prepare
for heaven which is a delusionary
dream of unsophisticated minds of the
ill-educated clergy."

B.

The rebuttal.
The agnostic says, 11 1 think so. 11
He has no knowledge. The atheist
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appointed unto man once to die and
after that the judgment. According to
that verse there will be no coming
back to straighten out the misses and
messes made in this life. Death is a
river accross which there is only one
way traffic.

says, 11 lt seems to me. 11 He has no
God. The antagonist says, 11 1n my
opinion, 11 but he really has no evi
dence.
On the other hand, David said,
1 will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever 11 (Psalm 23:6). Paul said, 11 1
know in whom I have believed 11 (I I Tim.
1:12). Jesus said, "I go to prepare
a place for you 11 (John 14: 1-6).

11

II I•

Soul s 1eep.
A.

Now, you can take the specula
tions of mere mortals, or you can take
the authoritative statement of the
Son of God.
I I.

The doctrine of soul sleep
teaches that the soul sleeps between
death and the resurrection. People
who hold this view use the Bible to
prove it. They point out that the
Bible calls death "sleep." Then they
point to such verses as Ecclesiastes
9:5,10 and Psalm 6:5.

Reincarnation.
A.

B.

The position.
This view says that at death the
soul passes into another body here on
the earth. That new body may be
either animal or human. Reincarnation
is ancient. The Egyptians are said
to have practiced embalming to prevent
or delay reincarnation. Even Plato
believed in it. The soul, according
to Plato, is immortal. The number of
souls is fixed and reincarnation
regularly occurs. (One wonders how
he would explain the great increase in
population since his time.) The
eastern religions also believe in
reincarnation.
The rebuttal.
The answer to reincarnation is
revelation. Consider Ecclesiastes
12:7. Hebrews 9:27 says that it is
-36-

The position.

B.

The rebuttal.
In the first place, the Bible
uses the word 11 sleep 11 as a metaphor.
It is a figure of speech, and we cer
tainly do not build Bible doctrine on
a figure of speech! Furthermore, it
is the body that sleeps, not the soul.
It is evident that Ecclesiastes
9:5 does not teach soul sleep--just
look at Ecclesiastes 12:7. Psalm 6:5
does not prove that David believed in
an unconscious intermediate state. It
is only an indication that in his par
ticular emergency he looked no further
than the close of life as the appoint
ed time of thanksgiving and praise.
Whatever might eventually follow, it
was certain that his death would put
an end to the praise of God in that
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form and those circumstances in which
he had been accustomed.
Besides, the Lord Himself refuted
the concept of soul sleep. In Luke
16:25, He pictures Abraham and Lazarus
as talking, not sleeping. In Matthew
17:3, He himself had a conversation
with Moses and Elijah. They were
certainly not asleep. I I Corinthians
5:8 and Philippians 1:23 teach that to
be absent from the body is to be
present with the Lord, not to be
asleep.
IV.

forever. It is not the duration of
life, but the destination of 1 ife that
counts. So it behooves us to trust
Jesus Christ that we might be prepared
for life after death.

Immortality.
A.

The position.
The Bible teaches immortality,
that is, unending existence. It
teaches the immortality of believers
and unbelievers. When a person dies
he does not cease to exist permanent
ly or temporarily, nor does he come
back. He simply continues to 1 ive,
not in his body and not here, but he
does continue to live.
The Bible teaches that all
humans live forever. Saints 1 ive
forever and sinners live forever. All
have immortality.

B.

The proof.
Believers go to heaven (cf.
I I Car. 5: 8; Phi 1 • 1 : 23) . Unbe 1 i ev
e rs go to he 11 (cf. Luke 16; Rev.
20). What happens at death? The
Bible's answer is that a person
immediately 1 ives somewhere else
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He was going to prepare a place for us.

WHAT WILL HEAVEN BE LIKE?

What kind of place is it? John 14
says there will be 11mansions 11 there.
The Greek word literally means 11 abode. 11
Evidently, that word was used of a
resting place or a station on a road
where travelers found refreshment. So
the word 11 mans ion' 1 in John 1 4 does not
really tell us much. It certainly does
not mean what we think of when we hear
the word 11mansion 11 today. But other
passages do tell us some things about
the place we call 11 heaven. 11

What will heaven be like? Will saints be
dressed in white robes with a green-leaf crown
on their heads? What will they do with all that
time, lounge around on a posture-pedic cloud
softly strumming 11 Sweet Isles of Somewhere" on a
harp? Will it be like church, where saints sing
dull songs and listen to long sermons? Imagine
doing that--forever!
Why do we have such a vague view and vision
of heaven? Perhaps it is because more seems to
be said about hell in the Bible than heaven.
Maybe it is because preachers speak more about
hell than heaven. At any rate, the fact remains
that the Bible does describe some things about
heaven, and we need to know what it says.

B.

The New Testament calls this place
a city (cf. Heb. 11:10; II Pet. 2:13;
Rev. 21:1-4). The Bible teaches that
we will live in the new Jerusalem for
ever, and the new Jerusalem will rest
on the new earth. Dr. Talbot, a former
pastor of the Church of the Open Door,
said, 11This wonderful city is to be
the everlasting home of all who have
trusted the Lord Jesus Christ. 11

Many people want to go to heaven simply
because they are not thrilled with the alterna
tive. But they do not know what they will be
doing when the get there. Let's study heaven
so we can see what we're getting ourselves into.
The word 11 heaven 11 is used three different
ways in the Bible: (1) the atmosphere, that is,
where the birds and planes fly, clouds are
formed and float along; (2) outer stratosphere,
that is, where the sun, moon, planets and stars
are; (3) paradise, that is, the abode of God.
We see the first heaven by day and the second
by night. We see the third by faith. What does
the Bible say about the third heaven?
I.

Heaven is a place.
A.

Jesus promised us a place.
John 14:1-3 teaches that heaven
is a place. The Lord said He was
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Heaven is a city.

The point is that heaven is a
place--a real, literal place, a city.
It is not a state of mind, or a figment
of the imagination. It is a place and
a city as real as New York, Chicago or
Los Angeles.
II.

Heaven will be a happy place.
A.

God will remove all sorrow.

I

Revelation 21:4,5 says that God
will remove all sorrow. Heaven will be
a fun place. The kill-joys of life
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midwest where they roll up the side
walks at sundown and do nothing.

will not be allowed in. God promises
us a new body. We will not need
aspirin, cold pills, bandaids, crutch
es, dentures, glasses, hearing aids,
or heating pads. There will be tre
mendous freedom to live without pain,
tears or death.

B.

God will remove sinners.
God will not only remove sorrow,
but He will remove sinners (cf. Rev.
21 : 8) .

c.

God will reveal spectacular beauty.
A small boy looked up to the sky
and said, "If this is what it looks
like from the bottom, what must it
look like from the top? Revelation
21:9-21 describes the spectacular
beauty of the new Jerusalem. That
alone does not make heaven a happy
place, but it will certainly add to
the pleasure.
Heaven will not be dull. It
will not be 1 ike a protracted chess
game, it will be enjoyable and ex
citing. God will remove the impuri
ties and imperfections.

II I.

Heaven will be a busy place.
A.

One thing is for certain.
will not be idle.
B.

Heaven

We will be industrious in heaven.
Revelation 22:3 assures us that
we will be busy in glory. I have no
idea what we will do, but I do know
we will be doing something. As crea
tive as God is, I can't imagine us
doing nothing. When He does peel back
the curtain and give us a glimpse of
heaven, we see singing and worshiping.
I'm sure that will be involved. This
much is certain. We will not sit
around listening to our beards grow.
Heaven will not be a habitat for the
idle or a haven for the lazy. There
will be enjoyment and employment.

IV.

Heaven will be a populated place.
A.

People will be there.
Revelation 21:24 says that people
will be there. We will see the Old
Testament saints, e.g., Adam, Abraham,
Moses, Micah, Samson, Samuel, Isaiah,
Isaac, Zachariah and Zephaniah.

Heaven will not be idle.

We'll meet New Testament saints
like Peter, Paul, James, John, Mary
and Martha.

The one question I've heard
about heaven more than any other is,
"What wi 11 we do?" Some fear that
we will do nothing, that heaven will
be a bore. Some young people fear
it will be like a small town in the

We'll see the saints of the ages:
John Huss, John Wycliffe, John Calvin,
John Wesley, George Whitfield, George
Mueller, Charles Spurgeon and Charles
Wesley. And I'll get to meet Torrey
and Talbot, two previous pastors of
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the Church of the Open Door.
We'l 1 meet friends and relatives.
Heaven wil 1 be a people place.
B.

The Lord will be there.
But best of all, the Lord will be
there (cf. Rev. 21:22-3; 22:3,4). He
said, 11 1 go to prepare a place for you
and if I go I will come again that
where I am there you may be also."
Paul said at the end of the discussion
of the rapture, "And so shall we ever
be with the Lord" ( I Thess. 4: 18).
I'm not looking for golden
streets, I'm looking for His face.
That will be the ultimate excitement.
Heaven is not just going to a place,
it's going to a Person.

Conclusion:
Heaven is a place: a happy, busy, popula
ted place. There will be enjoyment, employment
and excitement.
There are three reasons why we should
think about heaven now: it is a challenge to
unbelievers to trust Christ (John 14:1-6); it
is a comfort to the berieved (I Thess. 4:18);
it is a charge to the believer (Matt. 6:20).

HELL?

NO!

Is there a hell? Many a man on the street
would say, "Yes. There is a hell and it is here
and now." Hell is his work or his wife. Shake
speare said, "To be with my conscience is hell
enough for me. 11 Some religionists would agree,
accept they would say it is not here and now,
but somewhere else and later. It is not permi
nent, but temporary. Their view is that after
you have suffered sufficiently you are saved and
safe. Fundamentalists would also concur. They
would say that hell is somewhere else, that it
is later and eternal.
The universalists say, "No. God loves us
so much, He saves all of us." The annihilation
ists agree: "We die 1 ike dogs and our soul
perishes with our bodies. There is no hell, no
anything. After death there is ultimate and
final annihilation."
What do the Scriptures say?
I.

He 11 is a p 1ace.
A.

It is a definite, specific, prepared
place.
If the Bible could speak audibly,
it would scream with a loud voice,
"There is a he 11 !" It is a definite
specific place (Luke 10:15;16:23),
Matthew 25:41 says that hel 1 is
a prepared place. The word 11 prepared"
is the same word used for the Kingdom
and for mansions in heaven. Just as
the millenium and our mansions are a
p1ace, so he 11 is a p1ace. It is not a
curse word, it is a place. It is not
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separation of the soul from God. So
when the Bible says that the Lake of Fire
is the second death, it does not mean
annihilation. It simply means separation
from God.

a condition of mind, it is a place.
B.

It is eternal.
Is hell forever? The answer is,
11 No. 11
Before you conclude that I am
a heretic, let me explain.

Heaven is where God is; hell is where
God is not. I John 5:12 says that to have
God is to have life, and not to have His
Son is to not have life; that is, you'll
have death. In the presence of God there
isl ife, love, joy, peace and praise.
Away from God there is no life, only
existence. There is no love, no peace,
no praise.

Revelation 20:12-15 and 21:8
teach that hell is the temporary abode
of the wicked. The Lake of Fire is
the perminent place of the wicked
dead. Dr. Ryrie says, 11 Hades is
temporary in that it will be cast
into the Lake of Fire. 11
The real question is: Is the
Lake of Fire eternal? Is there eter
nal separation from God? The answer
to that question is, 11 Yes 11 (cf. Matt.
25:46;20: 10).

I 11.

The Lake of Fire is a place of dark
ness (cf. Matt. 8: 12;22: 13; II Pet. 2: 17;
Jude 13). I John 1 :5 says, "God is l ight. 11
The Lake of Fire is primarily separatioh
from God, that is, separation from light,
and thus, darkness.

Some argue that the Greek word
for "everl ast i ng/eterna l II does not
necessarily imply endlessness. The
same Greek word used for eternal pun
ishment is used for eternal life and
for the eternal God (cf. Matt. 25:46;
I Tim. 1:17). If one is temporary,
the other must be also.
I I.

The Lake of Fire is a place of death.
Revelation 20:14 says that the Lake
of Fire is a place of death. That does
not mean annihilation. Revelation 19:20
compared with Revelation 20:10 proves
that. For after the 1,000 years in the
Lake of Fire, the beast and the false
prophet are still there. Remember that
death is simply separation. The second
death, described in these verses is the
-46-

The Lake of Fire is a place of darkness.

The fact that hell will be separation
from God does not bother some. They think,
11 1 'll
be with friends." But remember,
hell is darkness. How will you find them,
and if you find them, how will you ever
enjoy them?
IV.

The Lake of Fire is a place of fire.
It may sound like saying the obvious,
but the Lake of Fire is a place of fire
(cf. Rev. 20:10,14;21:8). There is another
Greek word for this Lake of Fire which
vividly indicates and illustrates that it
contains fire. That Greek word is "Gehen
na" (translated "hel 111 --cf. Matt. 18:9).
Gehenna was the Valley of Hinnom. On the
-47-

south side of Jerusalem, there was a deep,
narrow valley. In the first century, that
valley was the refuge dump of Jerusalem,
a kind of vast incinerator. The refuge
was always burning there, a pall of smoke
and a smoldering fire surrounded it. That
is the word the Lord chose to describe
hell. He was telling us it was a lake of
fire.
Now there are all kinds of objections
to this. Is the fire 1 iteral or figura
tive? My answer is that if you are going
there, you best hope that it is literal,
because if it is figurative, it's worse
than literal fire.
I John 4:8 says, "God is love." The
opposite of love is hate. In hell you
will be separated from God. Thus, you
will no doubt hate--most of all yourself.
The point is that the Lake of Fire is a
place of torment, both physical and spiri
tual (cf. Rev. 20:19; Luke 16:24).
Conclusion:
Is there a hell? Yes! It is an eternal
place of separation from God, a place of con
scious torment.
But that seems unfair, unjust and unneces
sary. Why so much and why so long? In defense
of the Biblical doctrine of hell, let me point
out three things.

(2) If you think the punishment is too
great, it is because you do not realize how
great the crime of rejecting Christ is. Let me
tell you the punishment and you tell me the
crime: Ten dollars. One year in jail. Five
~ear~ in jail. Life. Death. If you believe in
Justice and punishment, and that punishment
s~ould be commensurate with the crime, than you
w,11 see that the greatest crime in the uni
verse is rejecting Jesus Christ.
(3) You do not have to go to hell. Christ
died to keep you out of hell. All you have to
do is trust in Him and you won't have to go
there. Hell? No!
In a heated debate on the floor of the
United States Senate, one senator climaxed his
tirade against another by saying, "And you know
where you can go!" The offended senator immedi
ately sprung to his feet and screamed to the
moderator, who was the Vice President of the
United States, "Did you hear what he said? Did
you hear what he said?" The Vice President
John Garner rep 1 i ed, "Yes, but you don't have
to go. "
My friend, you don't have to go to hell.
If you trust Christ, God will give you heaven
as a free gift.

(1) You have left God out of your life,
and He just made it permanent. If anything,
hell is a compliment to your freedom of choice.
G. K. Chesterton wrote, "Hell is God's great
compliment to the reality of human freedom and
the dignity of human personality."

- 48 -49-

ORDER FORM
Please send me the following cassette tapes from
the current series on Basic Biblical Doctrine:
[ ] BASIC BIBLICAL DOCTRINE ( 2 vo 1umes) ... $30. 00
[ ] Volume 1 ( $16.00) - aired last month
[ ] Volume 2 ($14.00)
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[ ]
[]
[ ]
[ ]
[]
[]
[ ]

Sin Is Not What You Think
What Is All This Salvation Business?
Please Explain Sanctification
What Is the Church?
Tooth Fairies, LeprechaunsandAngels
An Outline of Things to Come
How Much Do You Know? ( feview)
What Happens After Death?
What Will Heaven Be Like?
He 117 No!

Any of the above cassettes may be purchased
individually for $2.00 a piece.
Please include 50¢ for postage per order.
am enclosing:
$

to purchase the entire Basic Biblical
Doctrine set

$

to purchase only volume 2 of the set

---

$
to purchase the individual cassettes
- - - - checked above
$

----

as my tax-deductible donation to the
Church of the Open Door Radio Ministry

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED$ _ __
Name
Address_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

---------------------

City_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State___ Zip_ _ _ __

Church of the Open Door
550 South Hope Street• Los Angeles , CA 90071-2698
Phone 213/626-3293

